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Clifton’s Clapping
Sunday 5th July @ 5.00 pm
To celebrate the
72nd Anniversary of the foundation of the NHS
National Clapping Event to applaud the heroes of the pandemic

See page 34 for details of how to

Remember and Celebrate

July 2020
£ Priceless
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July 2020—Covid Month 4
Dear Fellow Residents

Who’s Who in Clifton

Still in Lockdown and we are still online only. We will be back on your
doormats just as soon as we can safely produce the Chronicles.

Rector

Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close,
Clifton. rector4clifton@gmail.com

01462
615499

Churchwardens

Linda Dawes, 58 Church Street
Kevin Gray, 21 Fairground Way

816074
812820

Readers

Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane
Ruth Gray, 21 Fairground Way

811303
812820
01767
314621

Mothers’ Union

Peter Maundrell,
22 Beech Avenue, Biggleswade
Frank Rivett
27 Purcell Way, Shefford
Philippa Whittington
27 Purcell Way, Shefford
Ruth and Kevin Gray
21 Fairground Way
Philippa Whittington
27 Purcell Way, Shefford
Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton

Messy Church

Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820

Head-teacher

Mrs Carol Ward

628444

School
Governors

Chair: Philippa Whittington
Vice-chair: Peter Blackmore

851816
646371

School Bookings

Justine McCarthy,

628444

PTA

Kerrie Cope, Kate Barker, (Joint Chairs)
Email: cliftonallsaintspta@gmail.com

Meanwhile there are some signs of more ‘normal’ activity:
The Church is opening for Private Prayer this month at limited
times, p 22



Scarecrow Competition rescheduled for 19/20th Sept, pp18-19



Clifton Walking Group are hoping to resume in September, p 23



Warden Vineyard is hoping to go ahead with its Open Day also
in September, p 9

All Saints’ Church



I look forward to seeing all my neighbours

Organist &
Choirmaster
PCC Treasurer
PCC Secretary
Church Hall
Bookings
Bell-ringing Cpt

Clapping on 5th July @ 5.00 pm

Keep Well, Keep Fit, Beat Covid 19!

p1

851816
851816
812820
851816
629690

Kathy Blackmore, on behalf of the Chronicles Team
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Who’s Who in Clifton

Elected
Representatives

38

P

All Saints’
Academy

Some of our regular Contents

Parish Council
Chairman
Clerk (Community
Centre bookings)

Ray Dart, 8 Alexander Close

811590

Kerri Kilby
parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk

07547
129038

MP
Nadine Dorries,

Constituency Office, St Michael’s
Close, High Street, Shefford

811992

Councillors
Henlow, Arlesey,
Henlow Camp &
Stondon

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close,
Henlow SG16 6PH,
Ian Dalgarno, 172 High Street,
Arlesey SG15 6TB,
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0300300
8563

735510

Continued on Page 5

Who’s Who in Clifton
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Chronicles

Editor

Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage,
47 Church Street, Clifton

646371

Advertising

Advertising year runs May to April
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

646371

Distribution

John Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton

812596

Biggleswade
Gardening Club

Mr A Gray
www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net

01767
221428

Brownies
Clifton Action
Group
Care Scheme

Email: firstcliftonbrownies@outlook.com
www.girlguiding.org.uk
Mrs Diana Talbot, Secretary.
Infofromcag@gmail.com

811989

Friends All
Saints Church

07817 614654
Chairman: Rob Davidson
Email: cliftonbedscc@gmail.com
V-Chair: Josh Scandrett: 07805 427129
Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close
k.pledger@ntlworld.com

Football Club

Jason Shacklock,

Guides

www.girlguiding.org.uk

Langford
Tennis Club

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
Contact; Paul Metcalfe

700991

Police Contact

The snr community officer:
PS Simon BUTLER, Based in Biggleswade

01234
842531

Cricket Club

Other village organisations

Providence
Baptist Church
Rainbows
Residents
Association
Scouts
(All ages)

07376
490434
629020
816881

cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
girlguiding.org.uk
BobSmith, Secretary
30 New Road

Dear Friends,
As I walk around the beautiful Bedfordshire countryside and
connect to the soil beneath my boots. I am reminded that Jesus also
liked to walk around his countryside and observed nature and
commented on it as he walked.
My country walks are even more enjoyable now that
the RSPB reserve at Sandy has re-opened some of
its paths. This means I can walk further afield
outside the Parish on my day off. Walking through
the woods recently, I saw many a foxglove in bloom.
Light purple, dark purple, white glove shaped petals
reminding me of illustrations of fairy stories in my
childhood books.
The foxglove is also associated with midwifery and a beautiful
Foxglove Tree was planted earlier in the year in the royal garden at
Frogmore House to celebrate the International Year of the Nurse
and the Midwife 2020. A wonderful way to say thank you to these
nurses, who have given much on the frontline.
On seeing the banks of Foxgloves, I reflected on the
many myths around this flower. Its beauty is linked to
the Virgin Mary and has some religious connections. It’s
been used as a symbol relating to new life. I link this to
the church, which, although in a different form and
online, is still alive and here for everyone.
Read about our Messy Church from our Reader, Ruth Gray. We also
have Zoom church for Toddlers and young people and a midweek Holy
Communion from my kitchen! If you would like to join in on any of our
Zoom church meetings then you are welcome to email me for details.
Every Blessing, Revd Caren

812336

gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk

Church Opening for
Private Prayer

Toddlers

cliftontoddlers@gmail.com

WI

Linda Patch

814517

See page 22 for times and dates

Woodlands

Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk
thewoodlands1@btconnect.com

811486

Please note this is not a service
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All Saints’ Church

From the Registers
Funeral at Bedford Crematorium
23 June 2020

David Laurence Watts
We welcome our new

Assistant Curate to the Benefice
All Saints Church Clifton and Southill
Beginning 1st July 2020
Carrie Steer, will be joining us in July as a lay-minister, Assistant Curate
(Self Supporting Minister). She begins her curacy to the Benefice of All
Saints Church Clifton and All Saints Church Southill until she can be
ordained Deacon at St Alban’s Abbey in September. (COVID 19,
permitting). She lives with her family in Silsoe and she has trained at the
ERMC (Eastern Region Ministry Course) and studied Theology, Ministry
and Mission context pathway over the last 2 years full time.
TEN TOP TIPS for supporting an Assistant Curate

† Pray for Carrie and for her family
† Don’t expect Carrie to know your name - each time you meet her
introduce yourself

†
†
†
†
†

When it is possible! Invite Carrie and the family to your home.
Respect Carrie’s day off – which is a Saturday.
Appreciate that she will be working across Two parishes
Take risks in ministry with Carrie.

Be ready to learn yourself, as an individual and as part of the
congregation

† Don’t compare Carrie to anyone else
† Allow her to show you new things – she brings a whole host of riches
to share

† Enjoy having Carrie as our Assistant Curate. Her time with us is
limited to three years.
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All Saints Academy
With lots of thought for safety and our mental and
physical health and well-being, Clifton All Saints’
Academy has recently opened its doors to more children.
The staff and governors having been working tirelessly
on coming up with ways of keeping the children and all the adults working
in school feeling safe and secure. Many staff have been involved with
emptying classrooms to make sure each area being used in school has
as few germ-free surfaces as possible to safe-guard all those working in
the building. So adding to our core of teaching and support staff, who
have worked bravely and enthusiastically throughout lockdown with key
worker children, most staff are now back in school providing education for
children in school whilst continuing to support those at home.
School looks very different now, with lots of familiar soft furnishings and
comfy corners missing. Half the amount of furniture is in each of the
classrooms being used and other rooms full of redundant furniture, books
and resources. However, staff remain dedicated to making the
experience of returning to school the best it can be, focussing on
everybody’s well-being. Children are being encouraged to talk about their
thoughts and feelings and staff are making the half empty classrooms as
much happy, healthy places as they can be. Children and staff are getting
used to distancing themselves from each other with
individual children taking ownership of their work
spaces and equipment. Lots of handwashing and staff
teaching children how to use bars of soap!! Outside
too, things are looking a little different with the
playground and field divided into designated spaces
for different ‘pods’ of children. Despite all these
changes, the school is still filled with lots of smiling
faces and no shortage of chat and laughter!!
Our children working at home are still being
supported by staff on-line who are working from
home, by part-time staff and by their own teachers
when they are not actually teaching in school. We are
now providing weekly topical challenges that can be
accessed in or outside of school and cover our full 4
– 9 age range. We have already completed an
environment week and a fitness week linked to the
Olympics.
Huge praise should go out to our families who are doing an amazing job
teaching their own children during these very uncertain, challenging
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times. We applaud their creativity and their ability to provide education (in
many cases for two or more children in the family) but also some very
important life skills whilst in many cases trying to work from home
themselves. We now have a cohort of young children who have, amongst
other things, gardening, cooking and DIY skills! We know lots of our
children are out walking, discovering places they never knew existed,
riding bikes, walking dogs and some children who have been doing a
Clifton Trail and even meeting some of the residents of historical buildings
around the village.

Looking ahead to September, we are preparing for our new intake of
Reception children joining as our new Robins Class. We are also looking
carefully at our curriculum design and content, to see how it can best
support children who have missed out on over a third of their current
academic year. We will continue to keep the staff and children’s safety,
health and well-being at the forefront of everything we do, and wait to see
what the government decide school will look like in September!
Our on-going message to you all from our school remains ‘Stay Alert and
Stay Safe’. As we continue to open up various facilities and buildings in
the hope of moving on with all our lives and bringing back some
semblance of normality, please continue to abide by government
regulations and look after yourselves and those around you.

Warden Abbey Vineyard, Old Warden

Open Day and Wine Sale
with Local Food and Crafts

Sunday 13th September
Due to changing Covid-19 situation, please do check our website
nearer the time for the latest situation and entry details – advance
booking may be required.

www.wardenvineyard.org.uk
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Food Bank Collection
During lockdown we have all had our own worries, we have missed
family, friends, restaurants, the pub and all the things we would normally
take for granted. For the first few weeks, we even lost our liberty to go out
when we felt like it, with exercise limited to an hour a day and shopping
only for essential items. Of course, no matter how hard it was we did it
because it was for the greater good, so we could protect the NHS and
save lives. But a lot of us felt it was actually quite nice, spending time with
our households at home, slowing down, reading books, walking the dog.
People talked about doing jigsaws and taking up knitting and all sorts of
new skills. Why should we complain? We have all the basics, right? Food
on the table, a roof over our head and our loving families around us and
on Zoom calls doing quizzes and virtual get togethers. But sadly, this is
not the case for many families, normal families who, even though they
may even be in work, struggle to make ends meet and struggle to put
food on the table.
The increase in the use of food banks is not unknown to many of us,
more and more families have been struggling over the past years and
often the most vulnerable, including children, go without the most basic
provisions. This was before Covid19 hit and the lockdown was
introduced. I read some articles and started to feel more and more
uncomfortable about the haves and have nots, I myself grew up in a
family where both my parents worked hard but often struggled financially
and meant difficult choices had to be made. I heard from my mother in
law that her street was collecting for a local food bank, and it was being
coordinated through their street WhatsApp Group. I knew we had a really
strong network of street ambassadors and WhatsApp groups thanks to
the work of Clifton Care Scheme and particularly Jonathon Hawkins who
has coordinated it. So, I suggested on CCS group we do something to
help the local food banks in our area and there was a resounding yes
from the community.
Neil Truelove and I with the ever-present help of Jonathan through the
street ambassadors, coordinated the communications. The eventual
collections of the food were on Wednesday 20th May. We had help from
the Church with Revd Caren leaving a box in the Church doorway for
donations. The Street Ambassadors did an amazing job of receiving
collections from their Streets and had them outside at a 2 meter distance
so that we could turn up with our vehicles and load the bags and boxes.
We could not believe the response from the community of Clifton, it was
amazing to see the amount of food donated. As the night progressed and
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we filled our cars, and vans full of bags of food we had to recruit two
extra cars from Sarah Claypole and her husband. We eventually
congregated at The Golden Lion and Neil had organised photos to be
taken by Jaimie-Leigh. 5 estate cars and 1 VW Camper full of bags and
boxes.

Advertisement Page B

The following morning, we delivered to The Need Project and Preen in
Biggleswade. They were so very grateful and explained to us how people
were struggling. They and their volunteers are amazing people feeding
people and families who need it.
We would really like to do this as a regular thing and were thinking that
perhaps a quarterly collection would be sustainable. We could tie in with
holiday times when families often find it hardest to make ends meet, e.g.
Summer holidays, October Half term, Christmas and Easter.
We would like to once again take the opportunity of thanking every one
of the Clifton residents that donated food and made this project such a
resounding success.
Jacqui Burke
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PETER H WRIGHT
&SON
(Plumbing & Heating Limited)

Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel
&
Solar Installations
‘Glenmore’, New Road, Clifton
Tel: 01462 814623
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Samuel Whitbread Academy
This is certainly a very busy time. As you will be aware,
the government has announced that from the 15th June
secondary schools can have up to 25% of Year 10 and
Year 12 in school at any one time and should start to
provide face-to-face support.
Since the announcement by the government, staff have been working
hard on planning and preparation for our increased live online lesson
provision. Meanwhile, the Senior Leadership Team have been writing all
the necessary risk assessments, policies and procedures, as
well as making all the changes to the school building to
ensure we are ready for the wider reopening on Monday 22nd
June. These new measures include: a one-way system
around the school, students limited to certain sections of the
building, new hand sanitizer stations, classroom cleaning kits
in every room, regular deep cleaning rotas and staggered
starts to the day, lunchtime and end of the day.
Last week parents will have received an email with a number of
documents from Central Bedfordshire Council (CBC), BEST and an
accompanying letter from myself and the chair of governors. The
documents from CBC outline the consultation process on the proposal for
the Sheffold and Stotfold schools cluster to move to a two-tier structure.
There are a number of changes proposed for SWA, as part of the new
structure, including:

07950 717555

•

Creation of a 0-18 all through school

•

Nursery provision based on identified need

•

Primary school with a 150-pupil admission number (five forms of
entry)

•

Secondary school with a 210-pupil admission number (seven forms
of entry), with capacity to expand to accommodate traditional Robert
Bloomfield Academy children

•

Sixth form provision

This is an incredibly exciting time for Samuel Whitbread and we believe
the proposal of working with Robert Bloomfield to create an all-through
school has the potential to create an outstanding 0-18 provision for all the
children in our community.
Finally, we had some fantastic news this week with the announcement
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from Northampton Saints Rugby Club that Tom Litchfield in
Year 13 has been given a professional contract. Tom was part
of the 2019 National Vase U18 winning team and received man
of the match. He has been an amazing role model for younger
students and even helped coach the U15 winning team. We
look forward to his first game for the Saints when professional rugby
returns.
Nick Martin, Principal

Clifton Scarecrow Festival

Crime Statistics for MAY 2020

Scarecrow Head-quarters

ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY – COMMON ASSAULT AND BATTERY
03/05/2020 Bilberry Road

will be publicised soon

(No statistics were available for April)

FRAUD, FORGERY ET ASSOCIATED WITH REGISTRATION & LICENSING DOCUMENTS
11/05/2020 Bilberry Road

HAVING POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED DRUG – CLASS B CANNABIS
15/05/2020 Broad Street
SENDING LETTERS ETC WITH INTENT TO CAUSE DISTRESS OR
ANXIETY
17/05/2020 Undisclosed
30/05/2020 Undisclosed

Clifton Residents’ Association

News about

Entry Form Opposite

19th & 20th
September

SEXUAL
17/05/2020 Undisclosed

Hug o’ War
A poem
by Shel Silverstein

One day, soon, I hope!

I will not play at tug o' war.
I'd rather play at hug o' war,
Where everyone hugs
Instead of tugs,
Where everyone giggles
And rolls on the rug,
Where everyone kisses,
And everyone grins,
And everyone cuddles,
And everyone wins
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Clifton Residents’ Association

Clifton Scarecrow Festival - 19 & 20 September
You can enter either or both categories.
Entry to the competition is FREE OF CHARGE.
Complete the below & email to cliftonscarecrow@gmail.com or
post to either 3 Lime Tree Road or 1 Ashington Court.

My Lockdown Garden Refuge
From Cowslips to Ox-eye Daisies, my wildlife garden has been awash
with colour during this lockdown period. It has kept me sane while my
eagerly anticipated wildlife holiday was cancelled, planned group
activities postponed, and daily exercise was limited to within the confines
of my own garden. Spending more than the usual amount of time at
home has given me opportunities to notice the amazing visitors that
share this space with me.
Some are so tiny that I only notice them when a
photo is enlarged on the screen; like the minute baby
Speckled Bush-cricket, found camouflaged on a leaf.
Others are in your face like the Black Squirrels that
chase the birds from the feeders. Others leave
droppings to announce their presence, like the
Muntjac that nibbled all my tulips this spring, and the
Hedgehog that keeps the slug numbers down.

Adult Competition:
Adult Name:
Email Address:
Address of Scarecrow:
Scarecrow Name:

Orange-tip butterfly

Child Competition (for 16 year and under):
Child/ren’s name/s:
Address of Scarecrow:

Cut-off date for entries:

29th August

Sponsored by: The Woodlands Pre School & Mortgage Quest Hitchin
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In spite of all the changes that Covid 19 has imposed
upon us humans, nature progressed as normal and
that was comforting. The spring flowers: Violets,
Primroses, Honesty, Celandines, Forget-me-nots and
Cowslips all were there to provide food for the
emerging spring Butterflies: Brimstone, Comma, Small
Tortoiseshell, Red Admiral, Holly Blue and Orange-tip.

Blackbirds flew from the pond with beaks full of mud
and plants for nest-building, and I suspect they also
ate a number of tadpoles. However, they and the
Goldfinches, Robins and Starlings brought their
young to cheer me with their antics. A huge flock of
Starlings and young spent some time aerating my
lawn as they stabbed their beaks in search of food; I
counted 40 at least.

Scarecrow Name (s):

Marmalade Hoverfly

Hairy Shieldbug

Wasp Beetle

The very warm spell in May moved everything
forward into summer. Foxgloves, Buttercups, Daisies
and Ox-eye Daisies all ready to feed the Hoverflies,
Ladybirds and other insects; many of which are the
gardeners’ friends. A brief spell now with few
Butterflies until the next phase appears: Common
Blues, Skippers and Meadow Browns. The warm
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Church Open

evenings brought out the Bats flying in a figure-of- eight around the apple
trees. Swallows, House Martins and Swifts have returned, but not as
many as usual.
It is becoming well-known that nature is a great
healer. In the current situation many of us feel
troubled and scared but those who are lucky to
possess a garden can feel the benefits of nature
every day. The smallest plot can hold so much joy.
When holidays are off limits, go on a safari in your
garden; you may be surprised at what you can
discover.

There will be limit of five people at any time.
Thick-thighed Flower Beetle

Betty Cooke
(All photographs by Betty in her garden during lockdown)

Can nature help us manage stress & anxiety?
While the impact of experiencing nature on our physical health is less
well documented, a wealth of studies have demonstrated the positive
effects of the natural world on our mental health.
Even a brief nature fix - 10 minutes of wind brushing across our cheek,
or the sun on our skin - can lower stress, explains Dr Mathew White,
from the University of Exeter. If we immerse ourselves in beautiful landscapes, like a rich coastline or a wild forest teeming with an array of
species, we feel more intense emotions, he adds.
Connecting with nature can help us feel happier and more energised,
with an increased sense of meaning and purpose, as well as making
tasks seem more manageable. Nature-based activities, such as gardening and farming, have been used as part of mental health treatments
around the world for centuries. GPs in London, Liverpool and Dorset
have been prescribing nature experiences for patients with depression
and anxiety. These include a healthy walk or planting mint to nurture
and grow.
Evidence indicates you can even benefit from "bathing" yourself in nature remotely. One experiment installed large plasma displays of realtime natural scenes outside an office, resulting in people's connection to
their wider social community and the natural world increasing.

Keep Well - Keep Fit - Beat Covid-19
21

The church will be opening on the following
dates and times for Private Prayer.
Please note there will not be a service.

To protect everyone’s safety the church will be supervised so
we can offer guidance and monitor social distancing to ensure
we keep to guidelines.
There will also be notices advising what to do.
Please note, there will be no ramp or toilet facilities
available at the moment to minimise risk.
Church Open for

Private Prayer 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm
Sundays in July

Wednesdays in July

5th

8th

12th

15th

19th

22nd

26th

29th

Although there are no services planned to
take place in church at the moment all of our
on-line services can be found on the website:
www.clifton-beds.co.uk.
Do join us if you can.
Every Blessing, Revd Caren
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The Clifton Village
Walking Group
We hope to restart advertising for new
members at the beginning of September as
long as the incidence of the virus has
decreased sufficiently.
We look forward to welcoming new members.

Sue Cross - 07768 105570

Clifton Planning Applications Update
Central Beds Decisions to 9th June 2020

CB/20/01762/NMA – 2 June 2020 – Land adjacent to 34 Hitchin Lane.
Proposals to make a safer and attractive landscape. Application Registered
CB/20/01714/DOC – 28 May 2020 - Clifton Farm SG17 5EX. Discharge of
Conditions 2 & 6. Application Registered
CN/20/01603/DOC – 20 May 2020 – Clifton Farm SG17 5EX. Discharge of
Conditions 6 and 10. Application Registered
CB/20/01454/FULL – 19 May 2020 – 23 Shefford Road SH17 5RG. Demolition
of existing detached garage and erection of detached garage with ancillary office
space above. Consultation period
CB/20/01591/DOC – 19 May 2020 – 35 Hitchin Lane SG17 5RS. Discharge of
Conditions 1 – 5. Application Registered
CB/20/01604/DOC – 19 May 2020 – Clifton Farm SG17 5EX. Discharge of
Condition 3. Application Registered
CB/20/01608/FULL – 19 May 2020 – 18 Lychmead SG17 5EZ. Single storey
side extension. Consultation period

CLIFTON RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
It has been a while since the Clifton Residents’ Association wrote to
everyone. We have received enquiries about the Scarecrow Event and
Light Up Clifton, so here’s the latest.
Our June Scarecrow Event has been re-scheduled for September, and
plans for Light Up Clifton in December are progressing. Hopefully the
lockdown measures will be lifted and we will be able to celebrate the
lighting of our village Christmas tree.
The lockdown restrictions have changed everyone’s daily life and
routine, some much more than others, but many people in the village
have ”stepped up to the plate” to ensure the vulnerable, elderly and
those who feel isolated are helped and supported. We are indebted to
Clifton Care Scheme for ably coordinating this band of volunteers and to
the Street Ambassadors for keeping residents in their street informed.
If you do need help from the Clifton Care Scheme the number is: 07817
614654. In the meantime the Residents’ Association hope you stay safe
and well.
With kind regards, Diana Talbot
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CB/20/01462&3/DOC – 6&5 May 2020 - The Grange SG17 5EW. Discharge of
Condition 2 to Planning Permission CB/17/01630/FULL (Two storey and single
storey extension to the house repair of barn store wall and conversion of space
for inclusion in annexe repair of collapsed roof to open barn/outbuilding).
Discharge of Condition of Condition 3 from planning permission CB/17/01631/LB
(Listed Building, two storey and single storey extension to the house repair of

barn srore wall and conversion of space for inclusion of annexe repair of
collapsed roof to open barn/outbuilding). Application Registered

CB/20/01345/FULL – 30 April 2020 – Clifton Post Office SG17 5RG. Installation
of two LED eyelid bulkhead lights to shopfront. Awaiting decision
CB/20/01347/FULL – 27 April 2020 – 21 Manor Close SG17 5EJ. Erection of first
floor side, double storey front and rear extensions and single storey front
extension. Granted
CB/20/01247/FULL – 14 April 2020 – 4a Brickle Place SG17 5HX. Erection of
front porch. Granted
CB/20/01112/FULL – 7 April 2020 – 15 Burrows Close SG17 5EG. Proposed
detached garage. Granted
CB/20/01128/LDCP – 6 April 2020 – 18 Lychmead SG17 5EZ. Erection of
conservatory on side. Awaiting Decision
CB/20/01032.FULL – 23 March 2020 – 1 Stockbridge Close SG17 5FG. Single
storey side extension and rear two storey extension and additional dormer to

24

roof. Enlargement of the rear garden following change of use to residential
garden space and alterations to the Right of Way. Awaiting decision

Advertisement Page F

CB/20/00350/DOC – 4 Feb 2020 – Land adjacent to 34, Hitchin Lane. Discharge
of conditions 2, 3, 4 and 5 against planning permission. Application Registered
CB/18/04067/FULL – 2 November 2018 – Land south of Fairground Way SG17
5JN. Proposed 20 new dwellings. Awaiting Decision
CB/18/01518/OUT – 8 May 2018 – Land off New Road SG17 5JH. Proposed 25
dwellings Awaiting Decision

Bob Smith, Clifton Residents’ Association

Clifton Village Neighbourhood Plan
Sections of Clifton Neighbourhood Plan are now reaching
their final draft stage and have been published on our
web-site. We are inviting you to make constructive
comments. As sections are completed they will be added
until the whole plan is complete.
The Vision Statement, together with sections on Housing, Infrastructure
and Travel and Transport are available to read and comment on now.
This is part of the initial stage of our consultation process. You can find
them all at: https://www.cliftonvillageplan.com/more-info-2
Please bear in mind the parts of the Plan we are publishing now are draft
versions and will most certainly be amended many times before
submission. If you wish to make a suggestion, please do so via our email
address cliftonvillagenp@gmail.com. Comments made on social
media will not be considered.
Don’t forget, everything in your Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to a
referendum before it can come into force – so you will have the final say!
We are pleased to report our application for funding for year ending 31st
March 2021 has been approved.

For information and updates please take a look at our website:
•

www.cliftonvillageplan.com and also our

•

Facebook page “Clifton Village Neighbourhood Plan” - or

•

Call us on 07711 687456.
More next month and once again a big ..
“Thank you” from your Neighbourhood Plan Team!
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JW BAXTER
High class family butcher








AEROBICS CLASSES
Mondays and Thursdays at
7.30pm
Clifton Community Centre
£5 adults & £3 teens

No need to book – just come
along.
Everyone is welcome!

Free range Pork
English Beef, Lamb, Poultry & Game
Award winning Sausages
Large range of Meats & Packs, both for BBQs & Freezing
Home made Pies, Fruit Pies & Cakes
Fresh local seasonal Vegetables
A carefully selected range of Cheeses, Cooked Meats, Preserves
& Pate
Local Deliveries available

Fitness Pilates and Seated Pilates
Exercise classes are also available
For more info contact Tessa on
07787 970810

www.getfitwithtessa.com
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01462 812263
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Chiropodist
Graeme Harley
M.S.S.CH M.B.CH.A

Home Visits
H.P.C. Registered
No. CH23479

Messy Church goes on line at home!
All of a sudden, at the end of March, Messy
Church once a month in the Church Hall, like all
Church, suddenly stopped. It was a huge sadness
for all the Messy Church team. We were going to
miss sharing a hot meal together, doing fun activities, sharing our
favourite songs each month, sharing stories and new songs, praying
together, sharing problems, celebrating birthdays and other life events.
All of these things seemed very far away and unachievable in a
lockdown.
So what could we do to stay in touch and make sure our
messiness continues? Messy Church at Home? J Could we
bring Messy Church into the homes of families? We started
with Messy Easter. Revd Caren and her husband Peter
decided to film at home some of the activities that we had
got planned, Easter gardens, unfolding crosses, seed
planting, and we even enjoyed eating hot cross buns. We
launched our Messy Easter on Facebook and on YouTube
and had lots of good feedback. Families posted up pictures
of all their activities.

15 New Street
Shefford
Tel: 01462 630356
Mob: 0773 910 1396

COMER CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
A LL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
E XTENSIONS AND NEW BUILDS
K ITCHEN AND BATHROOM SPECIALISTS
L OCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE
F ULL DESIGN AND BUILD SERVICE AVAILABLE

07908 090444/01462 619401
www.comerconstructionservices.co.uk
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So we decided to go ahead at the end of May with a Messy Church on
the theme of “Lift off – Jesus ascends to heaven”. We made Cloud
biscuits, did bubble prayers, put together a video with families and Messy
Church team singing our favourite song.
We did colouring, made telephones, and we experimented with rising
raisins. We were able to put our story together using pictures and we had
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a talk at the end. It was really good fun and later that Sunday we had our
first Messy Church hang out with our families zooming in to show us all
their activities and to join us with their cloud biscuits (although some were
eaten in the meantime!).
We are so pleased that we haven’t
lost contact with everyone and we
are still able to do Church and be
Messy!
We are planning a Messy Church
picnic at the end of July!
If you are interested in finding out
more about Messy Church you can
check out our June session on the
YouTube channel– All Saints
Churches Clifton and Southill
Beds.
If you want more information on
Messy Church get in touch!

Messy Blessings!
Ruth Gray (Reader)
All Saints Churches Clifton and Southill 01462 812820.

Worshipping online – the learning curve!
The UK government announced the beginning of the
period of ‘lockdown’, to try to stall the progress of Covid 19 in the population, on March 23rd, but it had already become obvious
during the previous week that we wouldn’t be able to meet in church for
worship again for some time. The church was full on Monday 16th March
for the funeral of Gladys Dawson, a much-loved member of our
congregation. This was the last occasion until at least the time of writing
that we were able to use the church building for worship. I am sure that
Gladys would have seen some wry humour in the situation! The day of
the government announcement was also the day after Mothering Sunday
(which fell on March 22nd), but during the previous week an instruction
had been sent to all clergy that church buildings were to close
immediately, but could still be used by clergy for private prayer.
Mothering Sunday is always an enjoyable occasion when the church
family comes together, so the Rector (my wife) made a decision early on
to record a simple service alone (with me recording it) in church behind
‘closed doors’, to be posted onto the church Facebook site on the
Sunday. This was really the beginning of a steep learning curve,
because ahead was one of the most important periods in the church’s
year: Holy Week, Good Friday, Easter Sunday, Pentecost (Whitsun) and
Trinity Sunday. From the 23rd of March, no further access was allowed
into the church building by anyone (apart from essential maintenance).
However, it has definitely been true in this case that, as St Paul said
(Romans 8:28) “we know that all things work together for good for those
who love God…” because, despite the challenges, a whole new way (for
us) of worshipping and fellowship began. I had to learn a whole lot more
about video editing than I knew before (virtually nothing…) and my wife
has become a lot more expert with Facebook and Zoom! Revd. Caren
was able for the first time to share with others the rhythm of daily prayer
at 9am each morning on the Church Facebook site. This has been a
wonderful blessing to those who join with her and other members of our
ministry each morning. Other occasional short prayer times have
included a series for each evening of Holy Week and Compline on
Sunday evenings.
The weekly Sunday worship, which has been for both the parishes in the
benefice, Clifton and Southill (but obviously now available at any time
worldwide!), has followed our usual pattern, although the eucharist is now
a ‘spiritual’ one and the activities in All Age Worship and Messy Church
are ones that can be copied at home! Those of you who have been
following our weekly Sunday worship (for links see the village website:
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https://clifton-beds.co.uk/), will have seen part of the learning I have
been through to master the video editing package that I use. Filming and
putting the service together can take the best part of three days each
week, but is getting a little quicker now that I am more familiar with the
software. However, from almost the very beginning Revd. Caren has
wanted the ministry team and other members of the congregation to be
involved as much as possible, and it has been a pleasure to include
contributions from a number of people of all ages and a huge thankyou
is due to them (I am afraid that I also feature on quite a few occasions,
mainly because I am usually easily available to contribute, apart from my
past experience in Reader ministry!). In addition, the Rector has been
very grateful to our Archdeacon and Bishops who have provided some
inspiring and thoughtful sermons for us during this time.
Whilst out walking I have learnt to look at fields and views with new
eyes. When I see a view with a lot of clear sky I now think “that would
make a good background and there will be room to put the words up
there”! Other images come from my personal ‘archive’ or from those
online (either copyright free or with copyright permission). The church
has taken out a CCLI streaming licence so that, within certain prescribed
limitations, we are able to use some music, hymns and worship songs in
our recordings. Recently many of these have been provided by the
Church of England especially for use during this time.
Messy Church has also recently moved online and, thanks to Kevin and
Ruth, has been much appreciated and they are both putting a lot of hard
work into the editing and production of this. (see previous article)
Many people are using Zoom or alternative platforms in order to meet
virtually with others during this time. Revd. Caren has led or taken part in
many such meetings since the end of March and she has used this
experience to initiate live worship for a small group on Wednesday
mornings, as well as online Toddler Church, Ignite youth group sessions,
and Zoom ‘hangouts’ with coffee after the Sunday service postings
which have been much appreciated by those taking part.

There will clearly be a number of members of the church family who may
not have access to the internet, or for whom online services are not for
them. This is obviously difficult, but I know that there are a number of
you who have in fact made the step to online worshipping(!), and the
words of the services are also posted regularly on the village web site.
The Church of England, alongside many other parishes, also provides
regular Sunday worship by internet streaming as well as radio
broadcasts.

Peter Topley
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Clifton’s Clapping
Sunday 5th July 2020
@ 17.00
72nd Anniversary of the foundation of the NHS
A nationwide clap to thank the
NHS will take place on 5 July,
in what is intended to become
an annual tradition.
People will be encouraged to
applaud the heroes of the
pandemic with family and friends
at 17:00 BST that Sunday, the
72nd anniversary of the NHS.
Many broadcasters will break away from normal programming to
mark the moment.

On 4 July, the evening before, people will
be asked to put a light in their windows in
remembrance of all those lost to the
coronavirus pandemic.
Major public buildings, including the Royal Albert Hall, Blackpool
Tower, the Shard and the Wembley Arch, will be lit up in blue.
NHS England chief executive, Sir Simon Stevens, said he hoped the
public would use the new anniversary as an opportunity to "say a
heartfelt thank you" to hospital staff.
Sir Simon said: "This year has been the most challenging in NHS
history, with staff displaying extraordinary dedication, skill and
compassion to care for the 100,000 patients with Covid-19 who
needed specialist hospital treatment and many others besides.

Remember and Celebrate
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Clifton Clapping
Jaimie-Leigh Cole, Photography

Clifton Community Centre
We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to
use this hall see:
www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre
To check availability and make a booking, please contact:

parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk
Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or
Bob Anderson on 07546 239784
Booking forms and conditions of hire can be
downloaded from the website.

Ringing during lockdown
In Clifton we are very lucky to have the church clock to remind us
of the church and our bells which have been silent for a few
months.
Because of the nature of the ringing-room in church, we anticipate that we may
not be able to ring the bells this year (social distancing is not possible). So we
have been exploring ways to keep our brains working and to maintain the
camaraderie of the tower. Some of us join a Ringers in the Tower WhatsApp
group on a Friday night (when we used to go to the pub). Ringers across the
globe have been turning to technology to get their “fix”. In Clifton, we have also
been using technology to challenge ourselves. And it has been a challenge.
Who would have thought that using a key on a computer keyboard to join in with
some ringing would be so much harder than pulling a rope? Some of us have
been “meeting” on a Sunday afternoon to use some software called Ringing
Room. This, in addition to using Zoom to communicate, has enabled us to ring
some very basic methods.
On Sunday 7th June, we rang 120 Bob Doubles with Chris Williams (Treble),
Shaun Somerville (2), Philippa Whittington (3), Nick Brown (4), Frank Rivett (5)
and Penny Bell (Tenor). This was Penny’s first touch of 120 changes as the
cover bell. Well done Penny!
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton
Sunday Services

*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3rd Sunday in the
month.
*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton.

Mondays (term time)

Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church
Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church

Thursdays (term time)

Coffeepot 11.30am - 1pm at the Church

Fridays (term time)

Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS

Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets
Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them

St Francis of Assisi,
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford
Father
Deacon
Parish Secretary
Sunday Services
St Francis
Saturday Service
St Francis

Canon Bennie Noonan
Rev Peter Hyde
Rose Boulton

9.00 am

PAGE

813436
711702
811547

5.15 pm

I1

AG Plumbing Services

E1

Angelina Wells Photography

K3, K4
D6

11.00 am

I5, I6

Comer Construction

Revd Lorna Valentine 813284

Bookings:

Chris & Peter

815069

Sunday Service
9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche
facilities & refreshments afterwards.
Other activities see the notice-board &
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk

Salvation Army, Stotfold
Captain Nicola Brooksbank
Sunday Services: 10.30 am,
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01462-731072
6.00 pm

Lucas, Huntley & Co

C4

Marc Dellar Gardening

B4

Martin Roe Painting & Decorating

C5

Martyn Jaggard Decorating

F1, F2

Courtland Services Partnership

BUSINESS NAME

Meditation & Photobooth

C1

Nails at Home

E5, E6

Neuve Audio

C6

Neville Funeral Service

D P Building & Plastering

I3

Ovenclean

Dynamic Dance School

B1

Pam Rogers Music Teacher

C2

Foot Healthcare professional

C3

Peter H Wright Plumbing & Heating

G4

G & S Services

F6

Pumpernickel Healt Foods

H6

GA Living Spaces Ltd

G2

RDG Plumbing & Heating

Graeme Harley Chiropodist

J2

Sandra Thurgood

D3

Home Comforts Pet Services

A3

Shefford Dental Surgery

F4

I R Quince, Stoneworks

D4

SJ Tax Accountant

B2

Stefan Baltruschat

E3, E4

Minister:

Carrie Molloy
Chris Jones Property Services

J1

Shefford Methodist Church

B5, B6

ASB Property Services

J5, J6

K5, K6

PAGE

BUSINESS NAME

I2, I4

K1, K2

J Child Plumbing & Gas Engineer

H1, H2

J W Baxter

D1

James Bonfield Carpentry

D5

James Cullip Decorating

E2

Jasper Morrissey Drum Lessons

J3, J4

G5, G6

Stephen Hing

F5

Stephen Nott

G1, G3

Julian Biggs Plumbing, Heating, Stoves

Tessa Chiswell

D2

The Carpet Cleaner

H3, H4

The Shefford Garage

B3

The White Rooms

H5

Leeds Painting and Decorating

A5, A6

WH Peacock Auction

F3

Locksmith

A1, A2

WH Peacock Café

38

Advertisement Page J

Advertisement Page K

ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd
EST 2004

All building work undertaken
Property Maintenance & refurbishments, Kitchens & Bathrooms
All trades covered, free estimates & advice
Fully insured & references supplied upon request
Friendly and professional service
Office 01462 624152 Mobile 07979 865527
Email asb247@btinternet.com
Web www.asb24-7.co.uk
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