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The Clifton Chronicles  
 

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 times a year and distributed 
to each of the 1450 houses in Clifton. We are the longest 
continuously running village magazine in Bedfordshire (possibly in 
the country). The Chronicles is produced and distributed entirely 
by a friendly team of over 40 volunteers. If you want to help with 
this amazing local enterprise please get in touch or if you have any 
suggestions we would also like to hear from you. 
 
Our revenue comes primarily from: local businesses who advertise, 
donations from local clubs and societies who regularly contribute 
and grants from Parish Council and All Saints Church. 
 
All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general 
community interest items are welcome, the editor reserves the 
right to make decisions on content.  Please e-mail contributions to: 
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

Next edition: December 2019 & January 2020 
Copy deadline: November  10th  

Kathy Blackmore  646371,  
Clifton on the Web—www.clifton-beds.co.uk 
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Rector  
Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close, 

Clifton. rector4clifton@gmail.com 
01462 

615499 

Churchwardens 
Linda Dawes, 58 Church Street 

Kevin Gray, 21 Fairground Way 

816074 

812820 

Readers 
Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 

Ruth Gray, 21 Fairground Way 

811303 

812820 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

Peter Maundrell,  

22 Beech Avenue, Biggleswade 

01767 

314621 

PCC Treasurer 
Frank Rivett 
27 Purcell Way, Shefford 

851816 

PCC Secretary Philippa Whittington 27 Purcell Way 851816 

Church Hall 
Bookings 

Ruth and Kevin Gray 
21 Fairground Way 

812820 

Bell-ringing Cpt 
Philippa Whittington  
27 Purcell Way, Shefford 

851816 

Mothers’ Union Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton 629690 

Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820 
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Head-teacher Mrs Carol Ward 628444 

School  
Governors 

Chair: Philippa Whittington 
Vice-chair: Peter Blackmore 

851816 
646371 

School Bookings Justine McCarthy, 628444 

PTA 
Kerrie Cope, Kate Barker,  (Joint Chairs) 
Email: cliftonallsaintspta@gmail.com 
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Parish Council  
 

Chairman 
 

Clerk (Community 
Centre bookings) 

 

 

Ray Dart, 8 Alexander Close  
 

Kerri Kilby  
parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk 

 
811590 

 

07547 
129038  

MP 
Nadine Dorries,  

Constituency Office, St Michael’s 
Close, High Street, Shefford 

811992 

Councillors 
Henlow, Arlesey, 
Henlow Camp & 
Stondon 

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 
Henlow SG16 6PH, 
 

Ian Dalgarno, 172 High Street, 
Arlesey SG15 6TB, 

0300300 
8563 

 
735510 

mailto:rector4clifton@gmail.com


3 

 

C
h

ro
n

ic
le

s
 

Editor 
Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage, 

47 Church Street, Clifton 
646371 

Advertising 
Advertising year runs May to April 

don-gray@ntlworld.com 
629690 

Distribution John Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596 
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Biggleswade 

Gardening Club 

Mr A Gray 

www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 

01767 

221428 

Brownies 
 Email: firstcliftonbrownies@outlook.com 

www.girlguiding.org.uk 
  

Clifton Action 

Group 

Mrs Diana Talbot, Secretary.  
Infofromcag@gmail.com  

811989  

Care Scheme   07817 614654 

Cricket Club 

Chairman: Rob Davidson 

Email: cliftonbedscc@gmail.com 

V-Chair: Josh Scandrett: 07805 427129 

 07376 
490434 

Friends All 
Saints Church 

Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close  
k.pledger@ntlworld.com 

629020 

Football Club Jason Shacklock, 816881 

Guides www.girlguiding.org.uk   

Langford  
Tennis Club 

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk 
Contact; Paul Metcalfe 

700991 

Police Contact 
The snr community officer:  
PS Simon BUTLER, Based in Biggleswade  

01234 
842531 

Providence 
Baptist Church 

cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com   

Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk   

Residents 
Association 

BobSmith, Secretary 
30 New Road  

812336 

Scouts  
(All ages) gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk   

Toddlers cliftontoddlers@gmail.com  

WI Linda Patch  814517  

Woodlands 
Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk   
thewoodlands1@btconnect.com  

811486 

mailto:Infofromcag@gmail.com
mailto:k.pledger@ntlworld.com
http://www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
mailto:cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
mailto:gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk
mailto:thewoodlands1@btconnect.com
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November 

1 
Woodlands, Extended Care Sparklers party 

RSPB Group, Settlement, Letchworth, Waders 

3 Messy Woodwork, 1.00, Church Hall 

5 Toddler Church, Church, 9.00 

6 & 7 Woodlands, Parents evenings 

6 WI "Introduction to Gemstones". 

10 Remembrance Sunday, 10.45, War Memorial 

13 Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm 

14&15 Woodlands, Children in Need 

15 IGNITE, Youth Group, 6.00, Church Hall 

19 
Toddler Church, Church, 9.00 

Mothers Union Group, 2.00, Hitchin Lane 

24 Messy Church, 10.30, Church Hall 

26 Friends Christmas Curry at Clifton Cuisine 

27 Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm 

29 IGNITE, Youth Group, 6.00, Church Hall 

30 Christmas Fayre,1.30  - 4.00, Clifton All Saints Academy 

December 

7 Light Up Xmas 

11 Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm 

13 

Woodlands, Christmas concerts 9.30am or 12.30pm 

Woodlands, Extended Care Christmas party 

IGNITE, Youth Group, 6.00, Church Hall 

20 
Woodlands, Children’s Christmas party 

End of term 

22 Darkest Night Service, 4.00 pm 
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All Saints’ Church Services 
 

See also:  

Church Services and Rotas,  
(at back of magazine for dates) 

 

Sundays: 
   

10.30 am  Parish Communion 1
st
, 3

rd
 and 4

th
 Sunday 

10.15 am  All Age Worship (Non-communion) 2
nd

 Sunday 

10.30 am  Messy Church 4
th
 Sunday (Church Hall) 

 

5
th
 Sunday  Joint Service with Southill alternating between  

  the churches.  

   10.30 Clifton, 9.00 Southill 
   

6.30pm  Evensong: 1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
, Sundays 

 

Tuesdays: Toddler Church, 1st & 3rd, 9.00 am 
  

Wednesdays: 10.00am Holy Communion 
 

The church is  open during daylight hours. 

Act of Remembrance 

War Memorial 10.45 am 

10th November, 2019 
Followed by a Service of 
Remembrance in church 

 
Come and join us as we remember 
the fallen of this village and the 

75th anniversary of D-Day. 
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Dear Friends,  

Are you remembering when we were in 
the EU or are we still in the EU? As I 
write this letter at the beginning of 
October I am uncertain as to where we 
will be when this goes to print. 

Life is full of uncertainties and this month we will take time 
to reflect once again on those who gave their lives for a 
better world during the first, second world wars and other 
conflicts. At these times people didn’t know whether there 
would be a better future. However, the words from Hebrews 
chapter 8 verse 5 from the Bible ‘Jesus the same today, 
yesterday and forever’ gives me hope and along with these 
words from Julian of Norwich, I pray for us all that: ‘All shall 
be well and all shall be well and all manner of things shall be 
well. 

Every Blessing Revd Caren  

All Saints’ Church 
 

From the Registers 
 
 

Christening 

15th September    Sebastian Eric Cahill-Reid 
 
Funeral with Burial 
23rd September    Nancy Watmough   
 
Funeral at the Crematorium 
13th September   Sheila Tarsey 
10th October    Derek John Tollafield 
 
Wedding 
5th October    Daniel Housden and Ashley Kaye 
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Toddler Church 1st & 3rd Tuesdays (term time) 

 5th & 19th November 
All Saints Church Clifton 

9:00-10:30am 

Toddlers bring your adult. 

Parents come and chat 

With refreshments! 

 Come and join the fun! 

All Age Worship 
Come and join us on  

10th November 
Remembrance Sunday 

10.45 at the War Memorial 

Followed by a  

Service in Church 

All Saints Clifton 

Sunday 24th November 
Church Hall, Stanford Lane, Clifton 

10:30 am 
 Craft activities for all the family 
 Stories and songs 
 Hot lunch 
 No fixed cost- donations welcome 
 No need to book 

Come and join the fun! 
Ruth Gray (01462 812820) or Suzanne Stapleton (01462 811929)  
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CLIFTON CARE SCHEME 
 

DRIVERS NEEDED 
 

Following on from the theme of the last two Care Scheme 
articles about volunteers and volunteering we are desperately 
in need of some additional drivers especially to take people 
for hospitals appointments, usually Bedford (where we have a 
free parking arrangement) and Lister hospitals. Every effort 
is made to spread the load of drivers so that they are not 
called upon too often but currently those able to help are 
getting fewer and it has become increasingly difficult to 
respond to all requests for help. Any costs incurred by 
volunteers will be covered. 
 

It is vital to the continuing success of the Care Scheme that 
we are able to help those who for one reason or another find 
it difficult to get to appointments etc without help. It can be 
very rewarding to help other members of your community so 
please give this request your serious consideration.  
 

Give us a call if you'd like to know more or if you need 
help........       
 

 07817 614654 

Tea & Chat  
 

Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm  
 

 

 Wednesday 13 November 

 Wednesday 27 November 

 Wednesday 11 December 

Ring Care Scheme for transport: 07817 614654 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtsNXdoJTQAhWDDRoKHbx_CrYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsewingconnectionauckland.wordpress.com%2Fcategory%2Fmeeting-announcements%2F&bvm=bv.137904068,d.ZGg&psig=AFQj
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Samuel Whitbread Academy 
 
October is here and we're already five weeks into 
the first term. In the last two weeks we have had 
two fantastic open evenings for Year 8 students 
who are deciding which school they want to go to. 
As well as three presentations in the hall, we had 
displays and activities in every department area. 
The feedback from parents was incredibly positive; 
with several of them commenting on how dedicated our staff are and 
how passionate they are about their subjects. But by far the biggest 
compliment this year, as with every year, goes to our students - who 
were simply amazing. It's so great to see how proud they are of their 
school and how eager they are to share it with the younger students 
and their families. 
 
The monitors for the new computer room in the Sixth Form block have 
arrived and it's starting to take shape. The room will have 40 desktop 
PCs and be a quiet working space for Sixth Form students. We have 
also purchased some new furniture for the new Sixth Form study 
centre which can accommodate around 100 students and will soon 
have a cabinet of chrome books for students to use during their 
independent study time. 
 
Auditions are open for this year's production of Aladdin which is already 
shaping up to be an amazing production. DofE have also had their first 
practice expedition to the South Downs with 34 students sleeping 
under canvas for two nights in preparation for their silver exhibition 
later this year. Art have also had their first trip this year to the National 
Portrait Gallery. And last Friday we held a coffee morning for Macmillan 
and raised £164. 
 
PE have made an amazing start to the year with wins for the netball 
U19 girls, the rugby 1st XV and U15s in their first National Cup 
matches, the U15 girls footballers, U15 boys footballers and U16 boys 
footballers in their first outings of the season and the 
U19 development team in their first two league 
matches. On top of that, the U14 netballers are 
unbeaten in both A and B teams and the U16 boys 
basketballers are four wins from four! 
 

Nick Martin, Principal 
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Come and join us 

Sunday 3
rd 

November  

1:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Ages 9 – 15 only  
and accompanied by an adult 

 
Clifton Church Hall - Stanford Lane 

Free of charge - starting with lunch 
 

Places are limited, book in 
advance! 

 
Contact Ruth Gray:  

01462 812820  

MESSY WOODWORK! 



11 

 

Clifton All Saints Academy 

We are already well into our Autumn Term, we have lots 
of activities going on to support our children’s learning in 
many different ways, including supporting their emotional 
health and well-being. Early morning sensory sessions 
are being enjoyed by a group of children, a choir to support some of 
the Sunday church services is up and running, lunchtime music clubs 
and a variety of sports and dance clubs are being well-attended. Plans 
to set up children’s Yoga clubs are also in the pipeline. In fact, one of 
our main fund-raising projects this year is to build a sensory room ra-
ther than have to re-organise precious hall space to support those chil-
dren who may benefit from this type of provision.   

Each new academic year, certainly over the past five years has begun 
with the additional challenge of keeping our PTA going in its current 
format. It has become increasingly difficult to recruit parents to join the 
committee. Understandably, with more parents working and less time 
to spare in all our busy lives, this is now at breaking point.  Our PTA 
(Parent Teacher Association) organises fund-raising events throughout 
the year for all our families and friends to enjoy, anything from sports’ 
day breakfasts to fashion shows and quiz nights. Along with the 
church, the PTA organises the annual All Saints’ Christmas Fair and 
this year it hung in the balance more than ever, only to be rescued by 
three members of our teaching staff! For our children in school the PTA 
means the difference between having funds for those extra things in 
school but in an age of cost-cutting budgets, it also provides much 
needed educational resources as well as supporting trips out and edu-
cational experience days in school. The PTA has raised over £40,000 
over the last few years and without these funds a lot of what we do 
would not be viable. If anybody out there would be prepared to support 
the work of our PTA (Parents, friends or members of our local commu-
nity) please do contact the school. As unfortunately without your help 
events will be cancelled at short notice and cannot be run solely by 
staff… 

Woodpeckers’ Class have already been out on an educational visit to 
the London Aquarium to support their work on ‘Under the Ocean’. In 
fact, they came back to school to find half the Titanic protruding from a 
classroom wall and this type of display certainly allows the children to 
be more creative in their work. A big thank you to our very creative vol-
unteer Mrs Dixon. Other classes will be having their ‘special’ days later 
on in this academic year. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Mrs McCarthy organised a sponsored obstacle course, enjoyed by all 
the children, this has raised a very generous £954 and will be put to 
kicking-off our sensory room fund. A massive ‘THANK YOU` to every-
one who sponsored a child for this event your generosity is greatly ap-
preciated.  

Most classes had the opportunity to meet the author Luke Temple, who 
writes books for children aged 6 – 12. He treats us to a morning of 
reading some of his new material and engaging children in his books 
by helping them to act out parts of the story themselves. He visits us 
every two years and always has something new to share with us.  

Don’t forget our Christmas Fayre held jointly with All Saints Church will 
be on Saturday 30

th
 November. If you can help set up, run a stool, put 

away, whether it is for 1-2 hours or the whole day please email the 
school office on school@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk with your details 
and times available so we can pass onto out PTA co–chairs.  

Thank you. 

All Saints Clifton & Southill Churches 

Youth Group 
 

Running fortnightly on Fridays: 
 

 Children 8-12 years  

 6:00pm -7:30pm  

 Clifton Church Hall 

15th November  

29th November  

13th December 

Clifton Church Hall, Stanford Lane Clifton 
 

Mail: ignite@clifton-beds.co.uk  
for more information and to register 

mailto:ignite@clifton-beds.co.uk
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The Darkest Night Service 
 

In the bleak midwinter, the darkest night 
looms on the shortest day. Not everyone is up 
and cheery for the Christmas season. If you 
are dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce 
or separation, coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or 
some other dis-ease that puts a question mark over your future, or 
any other human situation that will make parties and joviality 
painful for you this Christmas come and join us on: 

Sunday 22nd December at 4pm 

Here at All Saints church we are aware that some of us need a 
sacred space when living through these dark times. The Darkest 
Night Service is reflective and accepts where we really are, and 
holds out healing and hope. 

This year we are holding The Darkest Night Service on Sunday 
22nd December at 4pm which is near the Winter Solstice. The 
feast day for Saint Thomas the Apostle is around this date linking 
connections between Thomas's struggle to believe the tale of 
Jesus' resurrection, the long nights just before Christmas, and 
the struggle with darkness and grief faced by those living with 
loss.  

If you need support and comfort at this time do come and join us 
followed by refreshments and someone to talk to. 

Thank you to our Waterers! 
 

At the end of the summer growing season I would like to 
say a very big thank you on behalf of the Parish Council 
to the amazing people who have kept the flowers in the 
various village planters and hanging baskets watered.  
This year has been particularly challenging with high temperatures 
plus long spells with no rain. I have received many compliments about 
how well the village looks and these are earned by your dedication 
and hard work.  A very sincere thank you. 
 
We do need extra volunteers to help spread the watering load (and to 
help keep the Village Pond Tidy).  If you can help please drop me an 
email: 

Councillor Pauline Livesey (parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk) 
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All Saints School and All Saints Church 

Christmas Fayre 
30th November 2019 
1.30 pm—4.00 pm 
All Saints Academy  

 
* Lots of stalls 

* Refreshments 

* Father Christmas Grotto 

* Christmas Raffle 
 

Profits shared between All Saints Academy and Church 

LIGHT  UP  XMAS 

THE VILLAGE ANNUAL WINTER EVENT 

SATURDAY  7th  DECEMBER  at 4:30pm 
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In spite, of the weather, 83 runners joined us at 
Clifton Bury Farm  on Sunday 29th September for the 
Farm Run 2019.  
 
The fastest times:  
 

5k run—Noah Brown 20m 12s  

3k run—Lilly Leslie 13m 33s  
 

Full results are on the Clifton village website. We 
would like to thank our Sponsors, Clifton Bury Farm, 
Country Properties, Tapped the bar, J R Ford,  North 
Herts Runners and everyone who ran, marshalled, 
helped and generally supported this event. You are too 
many to mention by name but we could not do it 
without you!  
 

A total of £756 was raised which will be shared 
between the church and the school.  

 
Date for your diary: 

 

20th September 2020  
 

for next year’s Farm Run 

Clifton 
Bury 
Farm 
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Clifton WI 
 
Linda welcomed 37 members and 3 visitors to 
our October meeting. She then thanked the 15 
members and friends who attended the 
enjoyable bell ringing, at All Saints church, 
celebrating the centenary of Bedfordshire WI. In September Lesley 
organised a lunch and bingo at The Sun Hotel which was enjoyed by all 
those that attended.  
 
Our speaker this month was Keith Hichisson who owns Langford 
Garden Centre. Keith gave a very informative and amusing talk on 
garden safety advising us all to wear appropriate clothing whilst 
working in the garden. 
 
Next month our speaker is Andrew Waite talking about Gemstones. 
 
Our meetings are held in the Church Hall on the first Wednesday of 
every month. Visitors are very welcome. 

Suzanne 850181 

Centenary of Bedfordshire Women’s Institute 

Friday 27
th
 September, 2019  

 
To celebrate this, a quarter peal of 1260 Plain Bob Doubles was 
rung  in 42 minutes by: 
 
Cara Nocera,  
Susan Silver,  
Susan Melvin,  
Ros Keech,  
Philippa Whittington (C)  
Izzy Byers.  

 
Members of the local WI 
came to the church to 
listen to the ringing and 
afterwards served 
refreshments, which was 
much appreciated by the 
band.  
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Clifton Planning Applications Update 
Central Beds Decisions to 9

th
 October 2019 

 
CB/19/03130/FULL – 18 Sep 2019 – 24 Manor Close SG17 5EJ.   
Single storey rear extension following demolition of existing 
conservatory with proposed single storey side/front extension. 
Consultation Period 
 
CB/19/02804/FULL – 13 Sep 2019 – 79 Shefford Road SG17 5RQ. 
Amendment to approved planning permission CB/14/04180/FULL to 
extended Balustrade around the new flat roof extension and two storey 
side extensions.  Consultation Period 
 
CB/19/02947/NMA – 10 Sep 2019 – 12 The Joint SG17 5RR. Non 
material amended to planning permission CB//06020/FULL change of 
height of the glass at the flank of the balcony to 1100mm rather than 
1800mm. Granted 
 
CB/19/02724/NMA – 9 Sep 2019 – Cliftonville, SG17 5EU.  Non-
material amendment to CB/19/00579/FULL Omit roof light on side 
elevation and insertion of sunpipe. Granted 
 
CB/19/02864/FULL – 4 Sep 2019 – 14A Wiston Crescent SG17 5HJ. 
Single storey front and two storey side extensions. Consultation 
Period 
 
CB/19/02096/FULL – 21 August 2019 – The Grange SG17 5EW.   
Construction of garden store/barn. Awaiting Decision 
 
CB/19/02661/FULL – 15 August 2019 – 4 Knolls Way SG17 5QU.   
Two storey side-extension with garage conversion. Awaiting Decision 
 
CB/19/02314/FULL – 17 July 2019 – The Woodlands Pre-School 
SG17 5ES.   Renewal of 5 year Planning Permission for the retention 
of a temporary building. Awaiting Decision 
 
CB/19/02279/FULL – 15 July 2019 – 29 New Road SG17 5JH.   Two 
storey rear extension and first floor side extension. Granted 
 
CB/19/02232/FULL and LB – 10 July 2019 – Clifton House SG17 5ET.   
Conversion of dwelling to 2x1-bed, 3x2-bed and 4x3-bed self-
contained flats with associated parking.  3x5-bed detached dwellings 
with external alterations porch to front, access alterations and 

(Continued on page 18) 
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associated works. Awaiting Decision   
 
CB/19/02024/NMA – 19 June 2019 – The Grange SG17 5EW. Non-
Material Amendment to planning permission CB/17/1630/FULL Two 
storey and single storey extension to the house repair of barn store 
wall and conversion of space for inclusion in annexe repair of collapsed 
roof to open barn/outbuilding. Change timber support posts between 
garage doors to brick piers.  Application Registered 
 
CB/19/00542/FULL – 21 February 2019 – Land between 5 and 6 
Chapel Close SG17 5YG.  Planning Appeal 
 
CB/18/04067/FULL – 2 November 2018 – Land south of Fairground 
Way SG17 5JN.   Proposed 20 new dwellings  Consultation Period 
 
CB/18/02820/OUT – 19 July 2018 – Land west of New Road SG17 
5JH.  Erection of up to 130 dwellings.   CB/17/05967/OUT – 27 
December 2017   Judicial Review 
 
CB/18/01518/OUT – 8 May 2018 – Land off New Road SG17 5JH. 
Proposed 25 dwellings   Awaiting Decision 
 
CB/18/01628/OUT – 17 April 2018 – Land off Hitchin Lane SG17. 
Proposed 22 dwellings   Awaiting Decision 
 
CB/18/1099/OUT – 16 March 2018 – Land rear of 81-111 Broad Street 
SG17.   Proposed 80 dwellings. Appeal hearing on 15th October in 
Clifton Community Centre.  
 

Bs09/10/2019 Clifton Residents’ Association 

Friends of Clifton Church  

Christmas Curry at Clifton Cuisine 

Tuesday 26th November  

Beginning 7.30 and 8.30pm.  
(whatever time suits you best) 

£14 for members and £15 for non-members  

Places are going fast so book yours now with  

Keith Pledger 01462 629020. 
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Clifton Village Neighbourhood Plan   
 

Further to last month’s Chronicles, work is continuing 
apace on the Clifton Village Neighbourhood Plan. 
Thank you to all the villagers and village organisations 
who have contributed so far. We still have plenty of 
people we need to speak with though! This is a Clifton 
Village project and we are drawing on the time and expertise of Clifton 
residents in order to ensure our Neighbourhood Plan truly reflects the 
hopes, desires and needs of Clifton. 

Now it’s your turn. Very shortly, if you haven’t already received it, a 
survey will be delivered to everyone in the village over the age of 16 
asking for your views on a wide range of subjects which concern 
Clifton. Although the survey will be delivered to your door, it will also be 
available to complete on-line if that is your preference. We will also be 
offering help for anyone who needs assistance filling in the survey 
questionnaire.  

It should only take a short while to complete and it is important that we 
get a really good response. The greater the number of people who 
respond, the more the plan will reflect your views, (and the more 
powerful it will be). 

When the surveys have been returned, they will be analysed and used 
as the basis for our Neighbourhood Plan, which, when complete will be 
examined by an Inspector. He or she will decide if it meets the 
necessary legal requirements. 

Once approved by the Inspector, the completed Neighbourhood Plan 
will be passed back to Clifton Village for everyone over the age of 18 to 
have their say via a referendum. (We were hoping to allow everyone 
over the age of 16 to take part in this referendum, but we have been 
advised the legal minimum age is 18). 

If the village votes to approve our Neighbourhood Plan it will be a legal 
document which must be used when decisions are being made about 
Clifton. 

More next month, but meanwhile keep a watchful eye out for posters 
and signs around the village.  

For more information and updates please take a look at our website - 

www.cliftonvillageplan.com and also our Facebook page “Clifton 

Village Neighbourhood Plan”. 
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Clifton Neighbourhood Watch 
 

The problems associated with common assaults, 
threats and personal attacks returned during the 
end of August and continued through into 
September. Out of a relatively small number of 
recorded crimes, just 8 this month, 5 of these 
involved threats and personal attacks. 
 

Initially we had two such incidents of 
“Harassment - putting people in fear of violence” on consecutive days 
at the end of August, together with letters sent to cause distress/
anxiety. In addition, on 31st August there was an attempted residential 
burglary in Shefford Road. More “Common Assault” attacks occurred in 
Rookery Walk on 17th & 25th September both causing actual bodily 
harm ABH, these incidents could well have been related, unfortunately 
I’m not privileged to receive that information. 
 

Breach of a restraining order, an undisclosed sexual incident and a 
theft in Church Street, completed the crime stats for our village up to 
the 25th September. I heard from a local resident, she received an 
unsolicited call from a man with an Irish accent, who knocked on her 
door saying she had problems with her roof, it was raining heavily at 
the time. He offered to fix the problem for £25, sensibly she thanked 
him and told him she’d get it looked at by her builder. Beware of these 
types of callers, they are most likely just after your money and that £25 
will only be the beginning of a much bigger demand for cash. 
 

Many of you who read our local Clifton Facebook, will have seen the 
huge number of complaints relating to Anti-Social. Behaviour problems 
associated with gangs of young teens on bikes & motorbikes blocking 
the road, footpaths and gathering in the paddock behind Brickle Place.  
There seems to be suggestions this activity may be associated with the 
drug problems in our village, our Police teams have been fully informed 
and I’m assured they are keeping close contact with the situation.  
 

Please note the Community Policing Team North are holding an 
engagement event on Friday 1st November in Shefford High Steet 
between 10.00-12.00am and would encourage the residents of Clifton 
to attend.  This will provide  all with an opportunity to question and 
advise our local Police team of your concerns about recent and present 
problems of those crime  in our village. This is especially relevant in 
respect of both anti-social behaviour ASB and recent drugs 
problems that have been troubling our community. 

Gary Edwards 01462 816334 
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By now most residents should have noticed the 
large 20’s signs painted on the roads in the centre 
of the village. The Parish Council and Central 
Bedfordshire Council have collaborated to make a 
Safer Route to Schools.  This scheme 
complements the Samuel Whitbread Academy 
scheme the Parish Council also championed and 
which has had a marked effect of reducing 
speeds past that school. 
 
Resident drivers you can make this scheme work well if you 
always stick to the correct speed and therefore make passing 
traffic do so.  If we all do that we will make the village centre 
safer for our pedestrians especially children and parents going to 
and from the schools.  

 
We are now just waiting on the final stages of the Safer 
Route to School works to be completed.  Safer crossing 
points are to be put in on Grange Street, Broad Street and 

New Road.  Once this work is completed we hope that Clifton will 
be a much safer place for our residents to walk. 

Clifton Mothers’ Union Group  

19th November, 2.00 pm  
 

Next meeting’s talk is: 

“Mary’s Meals”  
by Pat Wisby 

18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton 
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Interested in wildlife and nature?  

Hitchin & Letchworth RSPB Local Group 

Friday 1st November 7.30pm 
 

‘Trials and Tribulations of Grassland Waders’  
Dr Jen Smart 

 

We will hear about the predation issues faced by 
waders, and how to reduce this, and how this is put 

into practice with Project Godwit . At The Settlement, 
Letchworth SG6 4UB,  Visitors very welcome £3. 
 

Sunday 17th November 
All day coach trip 

 

The all day coach trip to Blashford Lakes, a lovely reserve on the edge 
of the New Forest. Local pick ups, £16 plus £3 donation to reserve.  

 

Contact Malcolm Ingram 01462 451320 for more info and booking  

GOLDEN LION GOLF SOCIETY 
 
Our September competition was played at Wyboston Lakes GC, 
competing for the Small Cup.  The weather was dry but with a 
strong wind, which resulted in some very average scoring. Our 
winners were: 
 

1
st 

with 34 pts – John Whitbread 

2
nd 

with 32 pts – Colin Paine 

3
rd 

with 30 pts – Les Small 

Longest Drive – Alan Mason 

Nearest the Pin – Hugh Pickering 
 

 

If you are interested in joining us, please contact: 

Harvey Price on 01462 812781 or  

John Wall on 01462 814097. 
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Making a Difference, The Rotary Club 
 

It is always distressing to hear about the destruction 
caused by war or extreme weather and the plight of 
the people left in behind in its wake.   Rotary clubs 
work with ShelterBox and Aquabox so that in times of 
devastation, however this is caused, people who have 
lost everything are provided with an adequate shelter for a family, 
warm bedding, cooking facilities, essential tools and a means to purify 
water. The ShelterBox base is in Cornwall and equipment is stored in a 
large warehouse there and at other strategic places around the world, 
ready to be sent out at short notice.  We donate money on a regular 
basis to help replenish the stocks.   

We have also recently sent money to Mercy Ships, a charity which 
sends out a state-of-the-art mobile hospital ship providing free expert 
surgical care and aftercare to people living far from any form of medical 
attention.  

In the summer the Rotary Clubs of Biggleswade Ivel, Biggleswade and 
Sandy organised a Fun Day for the pupils of the Ivel Valley School in 
Biggleswade and this was a great success.  Money was also given to 
the school to buy two computers. The collaboration between the 
Biggleswade Ivel and Flitwick clubs has been ongoing to provide 
garden facilities for a little local boy who has profound problems. 

We raise money by putting on enjoyable events and we really 
appreciate the attendance and support that we receive. Recently we 
had` Ask the Gardeners` and fish and chip supper, where a panel of 
experts answered questions from members of the audience.   

On November 16th there will be a `Call my Bluff` which is always highly 
entertaining but made more so with Wine Tasting alongside.  This will 
be in Willington Village Memorial Hall at 7pm and there will be a hot 
two course supper. Tickets are £15 from Alan tel 01234 838994, Brian 
tel 01767 317031 or email tickets@ivelrotary.org.uk  

On 11th December we will be out and about with Santa on his Sleigh 
collecting for Keech Cottage. Advance notice to put in your diaries for 
6th March next year is the Murder Mystery evening to be held at 
Stratton School, Biggleswade. The School drama group will be acting 
out the play, so will you be able to guess who the murderer is or will 
you need the mystery to be explained by the detective at the end. 

Biggleswade Ivel Rotary club meets at 7pm on Wednesdays in the 
Green Man, Stanford and we are always very happy to welcome 
people who would like to be involved in some way. 
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All Saints’ Church, Clifton  
 

Churchyard Regulations 
  
All Saints’ Clifton churchyard is part of our Christian heritage to provide 
for the reverent burial of those of who die in the parish. Responsibility 
for management of the churchyard rests with the parish priest and the 
Parochial Church Council within the regulations of the Diocese of St 
Albans published in 2004. A full copy of the regulations is available 
from the parish priest or from the Diocesan website and funeral 
directors can provide guidance on dimensions for memorials. 
  
It has been drawn to my attention that some graves in the graveyard 
are not being kept within the regulations. This is distressing and 
confusing for those who are following the regulations. It is our 
responsibility to make sure the regulations are followed and I am sorry 
for any distress and upset this may cause.  
  
The following in particular are causing concern for those charged 
with the upkeep of the graveyard: 
  
These are allowed 

¶ Grave spaces must be level and grassed by about a year after the 
interment 

¶ Fresh flowers are permitted within vases in headstones and bulbs 
may be planted in the grave space. 
  

The Following is  NOT ALLOWED  

¶ Separate flower vases elsewhere in the grave space are not 
permitted. 

¶ Plastic flowers but the Rector will allow seasonal silk flowers. 

¶ Perennials, shrubs or photographs, these harm the mowers when 
keeping the graveyard tidy. 

¶ Floral tributes and wrappers should be disposed of in the bins 
provided or taken home. 

¶ Pebbles and any sort of edging. 

¶ Dead flowers will be removed during regular maintenance of the 
churchyard. 

 

Every Blessing, Reverend Caren 

The Church of England 

Diocese of 
St Albans 
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton 
 
Sunday Services 
*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3rd Sunday in 
the month. 
*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the 
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton. 
 

Mondays (term time) 
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church 
Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church 
 

Thursdays (term time) 
Coffeepot 11.30am - 1pm at the Church 
 

Fridays (term time) 
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church  

 

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk 
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com 

 
 

Clifton Community Centre 

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped 
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on 
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is 
to use this hall see: 

www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre 

To check availability and make a booking, please contact: 

parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk  

Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or 

Bob Anderson on 07546 239784 

Booking forms and conditions of  hire can be  
downloaded from the website. 

http://www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
mailto:cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 

 
St Francis of Assisi,  
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford 

  

 Father   Canon Bennie Noonan 813436 

 Deacon   Rev Peter Hyde   711702 

 Parish Secretary Rose Boulton   811547 

         

Sunday Services 

St Francis   9.00 am 5.15 pm 

 

Saturday Service 

St Francis   11.00 am 

 
 

Shefford Methodist Church 
 
Minister:  Revd Lorna Valentine   813284 
 

Bookings: Chris & Peter  815069 
 

 Sunday Service 
 

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche  
facilities & refreshments afterwards. 
 

Other activities see the notice-board & 
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk  
 

 
 

Salvation Army, Stotfold 
 

Captain Nicola Brooksbank   01462-731072 

Sunday Services:   10.30 am,  6.00 pm 

     Sunday School  11.15 
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 Alphabetic Index of Advertisers May 2019 
Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets 

Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them 

Page Advertiser 

J AG Plumbing Services 

G Andy Harding Driving School 

F Angelina Wells Photography 

L ASB Property Services 

E Beauty & Makeup 

K Charles Simpson/Fullparks 

B Chris Jones Property Services 

J Comer Construction 

L Courtland Services Partnership 

K D P Building & Plastering 

K Denise Price Dog Instructor 

F Dynamic Dance School 

D Foot Healthcare 

H G & S Services 

H GA Living Spaces Ltd 

J Greame Harley Chiropodist 

E Home Comforts Pet Services 

G I R Quince, Stoneworks 

L J Child Plumbing & Gas Engineer 

I J W Baxter 

E James Bonfield Carpentry 

E James Cullip Decorating 

F Jasper Morrissey Drum Lessons 

K Julian Biggs Plumbing, Heating 

K Julian Biggs Stoves 

Page Advertiser 

D Laura Ozholl, Personal Trainer 

H Leeds Painting and Decorating 

C Lucas, Huntley & Co 

D Marc Dellar Gardening 

C Martin Roe Painting & Decorating 

D Martyn Jaggard Decorating 

G Meditation & Photobooth 

D Nails at Home 

F Neuve Audio 

B Neville Funeral Service 

J Ovenclean 

C Pam Rogers Music Teacher 

D Peter H Wright Plumbing & Heating 

H RDG Plumbing & Heating 

B Shefford Dental Surgery 

E SJ Tax &  Accounting 

C Stephan Baltruschat, Plasterer 

H Stephen Hing, Optician 

G Stephen Nott, Electrician 

G Steve Hatton, Locksmith 

H Tessa Chiswell, Fitness 

E The Carpet Cleaner 

I The Shefford Garage 

C The White Rooms 

B WH Peacock 


