Oh To see the Dawn

Verse 1

Oh, to see the dawn

Of the darkest day:

Christ on the road to Calvary.
Tried by sinful men,

Torn and beaten, then

Nailed to a cross of wood.

Chorus

This, the power of the cross:
Christ became sin for us,

Took the blame, bore the wrath:
We stand forgiven at the cross.

Verse 2

Oh, to see the pain
Written on Your face
Bearing the awesome weight of sin;

Verse 3

Now the daylight flees,

Now the ground beneath

Quakes as its Maker bows His head.
Curtain torn in two,

Dead are raised to life;

‘Finished!’ the victory cry.

Verse 4

Oh, to see my name

Written in the wounds,

For through Your suffering | am free.
Death is crushed to death,

Life is mine to live,

Won through Your selfless love.

Final chorus

This, the power of the cross:
Son of God, slain for us.

What a love! What a cost!

We stand forgiven at the cross.
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Every bitter thought,
Every evil deed
Crowning Your bloodstained brow.



A powerful account of the events of Good
Friday

| wrote this song with Keith Getty, and it’s one of a number of
story songs we have written together. | feel it's important we
understand that our faith is not merely a philosophy, a series
of transcendent thoughts about what God might be like, or
even a collection of fables and allegories — our faith is rooted
in history, in things that have actually happened on this planet,
and are backed up by evidence. We have a true story to tell.

The song paints the picture of that Good Friday when Christ
was tried, beaten, nailed to a cross, suffered and died, and
the chorus tries to explain the significance of it all. Then the
last verse effectively paints us into that picture, for it is our
name written in His wounds.



