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Who's who

Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 850150
The Rectory

Curate (NSM) Caren Topley 615499
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton

Churchwardens Chris Killick 647669
116 Shefford Road
Felicity Kendall 01767
Millow Bury Farm, Dunton 312831

Organist & Peter Maundrell 01767

Choirmaster 24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621

PCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke 850220
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon

PCC Secretary Jane Pavey 813179
14 Sears Close, Clifton

Church Hall Dorothy Brown 628982

Bookings 1 Lychmead, Clifton

Saturday Club Suzanne Stapleton 811929
11 Hilltop View, Meppershall

Headteacher, Maureen Gravel | 628444

All Saints School Fildyke Road, Meppershall

School Governors Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale 850150
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray 812820

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 628444
All Saints School

Parish Council Barry Livesey 811385

Chairman 75 Shefford Road, Clifton

Community Centre Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 813520

Bookings 10 Alexander Close, Clifton

MP Constituency Office, St Michael's Close, 811992

Nadine Dorries High Street, Shefford

Councillors Tony Rogers — District & County 816305

Langford & 3 Poppy Hill, Henlow

Henlow Jon Clark

2
CIPS (Clifton Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 812514

Preservation)

cips@clifton-beds.co.uk




iy Clif€om

Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 646371
47 Church Street, Clifton
Chronicles Advertising year runs May to April 811303
Advertising
Chronicles Don Gray 629690
Distribution Hitchin Lane, Clifton
Clifton Cricket Colin Weaver 812412
Club 10 Clifton House Close
Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767
Gardening Club www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net | 221428
Brownies 1 > Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton | 813724
Clifton
Care Scheme 07817
614654
Dramatic Society Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216
Guides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063
Parent and Lesley 621970
Toddlers
Police Contact PC S Busby 01234
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 841212
The Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 811486
www.thewoodlands.ik.org
Providence Nick Rogers 07910
Baptist Chapel 353520
Rainbows Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125
Residents Joyce Tiney , Secretary 814902
Association 43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton
All Scouts Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 813799
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Explorers
Under Fives Elaine 07788
3 670935
Wi Katherine Edwards 816334




Greetings and salutations,

T“‘:-»TM Clifton Parishioners!

1113 ‘||‘§7 _ - - - Celebrated by many, this month, Mothering
oK 57 Sunday or Mothers’ Day, falls on the 14™. It is
basi - -+ _ . also the fourth Sunday of Lent. For many Lent is
b = a time of deep inward reflection and fervent
[ ﬂ prayer, more so than perhaps any other time in

the year excepting, perhaps, Advent. So, when
we get to the 14", it is a great joy to have a celebration in the
midst of all the extra solemnity of the pre-Easter season.

As in the recent past, we are celebrating this great day in a
Family Service without the Lord’s Supper (Eucharist or
Communion), just focusing on the people of God, and more
specifically the ladies among us. We would love to see as many
families and ladies come, as are able, to our 11 o’clock service.
It is right to celebrate the gift of Marriage, Motherhood, and
Children. Though not every one will come with children, every
lady will be honoured and presented with a flower during the
service.

When we think of marriage and family life, we often overlook (or
worse, deride L) the work of The Mothers’ Union, around the
world. Clifton is blessed with the only active Mothers’ Union in
the whole area - an institution that has for so many years been at
the forefront of support for marriage and family matters/issues.
This year, the Mothers’ Union has produced a small gifts
catalogue called ‘make a mother’s day, ethical gifts 2010, copies
of which are available via their web-site or at church. | encourage
you to support their work, and even think about joining this
wonderful organisation.

Well, enjoy March in joyful anticipation of the glorious celebration
of Spring & Easter come April!

4
Pax! Mark-Aaron+



19th January 2010:  Vernon Stuart Gibson (RIP)

31st January 2010:  Elizabeth Amelia Rose New &
Carly Michele New
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Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

11.00 am and 6.00 pm. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month

Mondays

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5
Mums and Tots 10;30-11;30am

Wednesdays
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings — ring for details.

Thursday’s
10.30 am — coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink.

Fridays

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots.
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8

Pastor: Nick Angell 01234 381094, nick.angellé@googlemail.com
Secretary: Nick Rogers, 07910353520, njr.pbc@gmail.com

CHALLENGE

The Challenge to the people, schools and churches of the Diocese of
St. Albans is: dare to make a difference in your lives, in your communi-
ties and in the world by living the words of Jesus.

READ a verse from the bible each day in Lent (from 17FEB10 for six
weeks; Easter is 4APRIL10); LEARN it; PRAY about it;

DO something to make a difference; and then
SHARE what you have learned and what you have done.
To register, go online or call the Rector @ 850 150
www.challenge2010.org

The verses are from Luke’s Gospeband are sent via email, text, Twit-
ter, RSS, and will be available from the website to print off.
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FROM THE PARISH COUNCIL

At the January meeting attended by 10 parish councillors
and both Councillor T. Rogers and Councillor J. Clarke
from Central Bedfordshire Council 15 members of the
public crowded into the meeting room. All were concerned
with the short listing of land in Clifton as a potential gypsy
and traveller site. It was agreed by all present that since it
was now known that land was privately owned and there was doubt
over whether it would remain on the shortlist no action should be taken
until a definite decision is made.

Mr T. Cobb was co-opted onto the Council to fill the vacancy caused by
the resignation of Mr S. Melia due to pressure of work. Members
present heard reports from the Playing Fields and Highways
Committees. It was noted that the new floodlights were now in place
on the car park. These had been ordered in the autumn after it was
found that the old columns were corroded at ground level and in an
extremely dangerous condition. The Council was warned at the time
that a strong wind might have brought them down. Work is shortly to
begin on bringing power into the tractor shed where Clifton Football
Club store their equipment. There was also discussion about
proposals contained in Central Bedfordshire’s Site Allocations
Development Plan Document which was shortly to be published for
public consultation.

DOGS After the last request published about dog fouling on the playing
field there was a slight improvement but recently the Parish Council
has been receiving more complaints particularly from football teams
using the field at the weekends. It is therefore intending to put the
wheels in motion to ban dogs from being exercised on the playing field.

PARKING; Car drivers parking their vehicles down the side of Church
Street where there are no kerbstones and the footway is marked with a
white line are requested to park OUTSIDE of the white line as to do so
inside the line creates a hazard for pedestrians and more especially for
those pushing prams, buggies or using mobility scooters.

GRAND LITTER PICK planned for MARCH 27" Please could
volunteers join Parish Councillors (and Clerk) in helping keep our
village litter-free. Last year more than 30 bags were collected.
WATCH NOTICEBOARDS FOR FIBRTHER DETAILS or contact the
Clerk on 813520 if you are willing to help.



All Saints PTA News o
Bags 2 School )

s
Our last campaign in November 2009 raised £248. This

is the equivalent of 620kgs of recycled items which you

donated to the school. Thank you. The next campaign )

will be in May with another one in November.

Cake and book sale

This was a great success in January and raised £150 from the sale of
both cakes and books, all donated by parents. The school have now
set up a large donation box in the library for the children to put their
donated books in ready for the next sale on 26™ March.

Bookmark competition

We ran a bookmark competition in February. The children designed
their own bookmarks and entries were judged by class. Each winner
had their bookmark laminated and they were also presented with a cer-
tificate.

World book day Dressing Up Day— 5 ™ March

In line with our fundraising efforts for the Library this year, the children
will dress up as their favourite fictional character to celebrate World
Book Day.

Ouiz Night — Friday 30 " April

Put the date in your diary. Further details will follow. For you budding
Mensa members, there will also be another quiz night in October this
year as this is always a popular event.

Pamper night

This has been postponed for the time being but another date will soon
be arranged.

Our next meeting will be on 17" March at 8pm at the school. We love
to see new faces at meetings so please come along if you can help in
any way. We have a very busy year ahead of us so any help you can
give is much appreciated. Visit our web page for further information

http://www.allsaints.bed9.sch.uk/homedir/pta.htm




Clifton Residents Association

Open Meeting
9th March—Church Hall, Stanford Road

All welcome to discuss any local concerns

CLIFTON IMPROVEMENT & PRESERVATION SOCIETY

Notice of the
Annual General Meeting

Tuesday 23rd March 2010 in the
Church Hall, Stanford Lane, Clifton.
Registration from 7.30pm for 8.00 pm Meeting

New Members are Welcome

For further information please telephone either
Mr Jim Peacock (Secretary) 01462 812514 or
Mr John Whitbread (Treﬁ)surer) on 01462 811826




Clifton W.I

President Katherine greeted 41 members and 2
visitors to our February meeting. Our secretary and
treasurer read their up to date reports. When W.I
business closed Katherine welcomed Janice Daniels
who delighted all with humour and information whilst creating
wonderful flower arrangements. Her theme was “Xmas songs”

1. “6 Geese a laying” . With base foliage-Rosemary, bay, and
ivy leaves, adding white tulips and hyacinths. Final addition- a
goose plus nest of eggs.

2. “5 Gold rings” . A different leaf base lightly sprayed gold,
fresh yellow chrysanthemums and roses then added. The display
was laid on a tall iron frame, in the middle of which, hanging from
top to bottom, were 5 large, gold painted rings.

3.”3 French hens” . A base of rosemary and large green leaf
sprays. Deep pink carnations added, some tall and some short.
Finally lilies in bud were placed and 3 model hens were put
alongside the display.

4.”A partridge in a pear tree” . Placed in oasis were tall,
intermediate, and large leaves, then a spray of red carnations,
first large then smaller ones. Finally large red lily flower buds
were added. Behind her beautiful arrangement Janice placed an
ornamental tree with hanging pears, plus a partridge.

Janice very kindly gave her displays for Raffle prizes, so 4
winners went home highly delighted. On behalf of all members,
Janice Cobb thanked Janice for a splendid evening.

Tea ladies: Jennifer, Barbara, Janice and Pat
Comp winners: Susan Whiffin, Muriel Webster, Jessie Allan
Next meeting: 3 ™ March Annual General Meeting

11
Comp: Item beginning with “F”



CLIFTON PARISH COUNCIL

PROPOSED TRAVELLERS SITES

7" February — Central Bedfordshire Council’s LDF
Team Leader (North) has circulated all Parish Coun-
cils that “following the loss of one site option known as
Land off New Road, Clifton, the Sustainable Commu-
nities Overview and Scrutiny Committee will be considering an
amended sits list on 23" February 2010".

The new list includes sites in Arlesey, Pulloxhill, Potton, Flitton
and Greenfield, Northill, Potton, Biggleswade, Henlow, Sutton.

For more information see the Clifton website:

www.clifton-beds.co.uk

Clifton Dramatic Society Quiz Night

Those of you who came to any of our pantomime per-

formances in January, we offer our heartfelt thanks.
‘Robinson Crusoe and the Pirates’ seemed to go down a storm
and if the audience enjoyed watching it as much as we enjoyed
performing, it can be deemed a success.

Our next venture is hosting a quiz night at Clifton Church Hall on
Saturday 20" March. The evening will start at 8pm and the tick-
ets cost 7.50 per person, which includes a buffet, a drink and lots
of fun! If you are partial to exercising your brain with a bit of gen-
eral knowledge, pop culture and the likes, and you have a team
of up to six people then please come along!

Tickets must be booked in advance — for more information and to
book tickets please call 01462 649228 or email cliftondram-
soc@hotmail.co.uk

All the proceeds from the eveniljrg will go to Macmillan Cancer
Support.
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Clifton Residents Association

Hi everyone,
It's gone very quiet! Is this the calm before the storm?

Have you looked at the Clifton website lately? A good read, but
something caught my eye about the proposed housing development in
new road. A minimum of 80 dwellings!

| think that the Parish Council are on to this and the deadline is the 8th
March. It appears that there is a document for public viewing in
Shefford library

Our project, the under 7’s play area, is ready for submitting to Central
Beds planning, and hopefully there won't be any hiccups, so it's fingers
crossed.

If you can read this before 9th March don’t forget we have an open
meeting in the church hall, Stanford road, starting at 7.30 pm.

With another hat on, Central Beds Credit Union have now opened an
office/pay point in Biggleswade. It’s in part of the Preen furniture
scheme building in Sun street. The office is actually in Shortmead
Street, but access can be through the Preen scheme showroom. It's
open every Tuesday 10am to 12.30pm for new savers and prospective
volunteers who would like to spare a couple of hours a week.

Anybody interested, or for more info. Can contact me on 01 462
648799 or e-mail dennis.fensome@ntlworld.com,

Dads, this one is for you. My mate rang me the other day and asked if |
had ever been to the motor museum at Stondon. Now I've been in
Clifton for over 10 years and been past this place dozens of times and
always said that | would go there one day....Yes, we did, great fun,
loads of nostalgia.....even my daughter enjoyed it, it's got to be a
winner!! It was well worth using up three hours on a Saturday.

No, I'm not on commission!

Stay lucky, Den Fensome
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club

A member of Lions International, the largest
voluntary service organisation in the world

SPECIAL CHEER

Lions in the UK and Ireland, including Biggleswade Sandy Lions,
support the Special Olympics, founded in 1968 by Eunice
Kennedy Shriver, the sister of President Kennedy. The aim is to
give people with learning difficulties recognition and acceptance
as equal citizens in society. We help with the Lions Healthy
Athlete Programme which provides free screening to the athletes
as people with special needs have a 40% greater risk with health
issues. Over 900 pairs of glasses were dispensed and over
1000 were identified with hearing loss at the last games.

One Downs Syndrome athlete got through the heats of her event
to reach the final. She won — but as she crossed the winning
line she fell and seriously injured her hands and knees.
Paramedics arrived to take her to hospital, but she refused to go
until she had received her gold medal. She was taken on a
stretcher to the podium where she received a standing ovation.
This illustrates the tenacity and commitment of these athletes,
which is why Lions are proud to support these Special Olympics.

Here is an example of Lions bringing cheer to those less
fortunate than ourselves, all year round, not just at Christmas.
Whilst Biggleswade Sandy Lions support national and
international projects, our main aim is to help in our local
community both by hands-on service and by donations. All we
ask of our members is to give some of their spare time to help.
Have you got some to give? Would you like to help? For more
information call Roger Wolburn on 01462 814967.

HELP LIONS: LIONS MAKE A DIFFERENCE
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Mothers’ Union

We have a full programme for 2010. In January, we

had our AGM and the induction of a new

member. Shirley Knapp then gave us a very

interesting talk on “A Celtic Journey”. February

meeting will be PCSO Gill Richardson, her subject Policing and
Keeping Safe. The March speaker will be Mr A Painter “Being a
Magistrate.”

The Women'’s World Day of Prayer this year is on Friday 5™
March - 2.15 at The Methodist Church, Shefford. The speaker
Rev. Patsy Critchley

The Mothers’ Union meet every third Tuesday in the Church Hall
at 2.p.m. and any visitors will regeive a warm welcome.




Woodlands

Following our half term break we will be very

busy with lots of activities and festivals to

celebrate. Our theme will be Space, Stars,

The Moon and Planets. We are hoping to set
up a space camp and the children will be making a moon play
structure complete with space ships. Weather permitting we hope
to go outside to carry out some science experiments and see if
we can make our own balloon space ships to launch into space!
Let us hope we do not find any aliens!

Some dates to remember this term:

1% March, St David’s Day:

The children will be encouraged to bring in a leek or a daffodil
and we will have a traditional Welsh costume for the children to
try on.

8" March:
Please look out for sponsor forms as we will be starting our
sponsored ICAN competition

9" March: Parent’s evening

14™ March, Mother’s Day:
The children will be creating a special gift to take home.

17" March, St. Patrick’s Day:
The children will be encouraged to come in wearing green and
we will taste a variety of potato snacks.

1% April, Last day of term.
We will be holding an Easter Cake sale and raffle.

Due to the success of last year's Easter holiday club, we will
again be running this activity, from Tuesday 6™ — Friday 9™ April,
8.30am until 4.40pm with am, pggor all day sessions available.
Further details are on our Holiday Club sheet.



Samuel Whitbread Parent and Toddler Group

Thursdays in term time from 1.30pm-3.00 pm
children 1-5 years in the nursery unit

Qualified and experienced Staff on hand for advice with anything !

Come along to our new Parent and toddler group at Samuel Whitbread
Nursery in Shefford , where you can meet other parents and carers
with children of similar ages, chat, have fun with your children and

meet our friendly staff who will be here , in a relaxed and comfortable

atmosphere.

there will be a chance to read books , have a go at craft activities , join

in with singing and play with lots of toys ! also once a month we will be

having a music session with instruments and lots more !

as space at the nursery is limited and we wont know how many people
will be coming each time, booking will be required to avoid
disappointment please ring and put your name down on the day by
10.00 am
on 01462 815637

Weekly fee of 30p to cmﬁé the cost of snack, drink , and any
activities that will be provided !



Chronicles Annual Report March 2010

We, the 30 strong volunteer team, continue to produce

10 editions a year delivered to over 1200 homes. The

printing is done by Bill Lawrence and Don Killick and collation
and distribution is headed up by Don Gray. Our continued thanks
go to the school for being our post box and bringing the hard
copy to me each month. Hard copy however now represents a
VERY small proportion of our contributions and this has reduced
the need for typing although we continue to be grateful to Pam
Isted for fulfilling this role when needed.

Sue Welsford continues her long-service as treasurer and
advertising executive supported by Don Gray who produces the
advertising copy. We are delighted that we continue to have
demand for available advertising space. Arthur Clarke continues
to give us the benefit of his wisdom with regard to the accounts
and we thank him for his support.

| reported last year that we had replaced our print machine, costs
of consumables (paper and ink) have continued to rise and of
course, with increased house building, our circulation has risen
also. No surprise then that our accounts for the last financial year
show that we have run at an operational deficit.

We have moved our printing and collation processes to the
Church Hall which will provide much better facilities for our
volunteers and free up much needed space in the vestry in the
church. This has incurred some additional costs which will
appear in our 2010 accounts; initially for some materials for
refurbishment and for new racks and tables (work done by Don
Gray) and at a later date for hire charges. We will be asking all
organisations which submit articles for publication to contribute to
our rising costs and help us to ensure that our parish magazine
continues to be the most long-standing parish publication in
Bedfordshire. 20
Kathy Blackmore, chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk




CLIFTON PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP

Clifton Parent & Toddler Group runs on a Wednesday morn-

ing from 9.15 till 11.00 at the Community Centre, Whiston Crescent.
There’s a warm welcome for everyone who comes along and joins in
the fun - you'll meet new friends, have a drink and a chat, you can let
your children socialise with other toddlers and play with our large se-
lection of toys and activities.

toddlers from birth to 4 years old

9.15am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time

free refreshments for parents and children

ride on toys, climbing frame & slide and out door play weather
permitting

role play toys, soft play, play dough

craft table, books and puzzles

costs are £1 per adult and 50p per child

Every week at toddlers we have the usual excellent array of toys that
the children can choose to play with including animals , dressing up,
threading, books, duplo, happyland and many more. We also have
great craft activities and a popular singing session and also we use a
parachute every few weeks which the children love !

We are a very popular toddler group and have a large number of chil-
dren and parents attending each week. However, we always need
more committee members. Do join us if you enjoy coming to toddlers
and feel you have a small amount of time spare to make a contribution
to our group

Things to look forward to

Friday 23" April is our AGM this is the annual General Meeting when
we will be re-electing committee and would like as many toddlers mem-
bers to come as possible

We have a great selection of stalls coming up including ; jewellery,
handmade cards, toys , books and jd photo-graphics hopefully in may

21



Clifton Forward Planner

March

THE OTHER BOLEYN GIRL, 2.00 pm at The Rufus
2 o

Centre Flitwick
3 WI AGM
5 The Women’s World Day of Prayer, 2.15 at The Meth-

odist Church, Shefford
7 Church Open, 2.00-5.00
9 Residents Association — Open Meeting, Church Hall,
11 Under 5’s, church, 2-3 pm
14 Mothering Sunday, 11.00 non-communion service
20 Drama Quiz Night, Church Hall, 8.00
21 Devotion and Passion for Palm Sunday, 6.30
23 CIPS AGM, 7.30 Church Hall, Stanford Lane
25 Under 5’s, church, 2-3 pm

Saturday Club, Church, 2.00 — 4.00
27

GRAND LITTER PICK

April
4 Church Open, 2.00-5.00
17&18 | Biggleswade & District?grt Exhibition, Northill, 10-4

30 PTA Quiz Night




Date Time Sidesperson/s Reader
11.00 Mr. D. Killick Mr.| Mrs. A. Robertson
' B. Livesey 1 Corinthians 10. 1-13
7th March
Mr. B. Padgett
6.30 Mrs. K. Blackmore John 1. 35-end
8.00 Mr. J. Peacock
14th March
. Mrs. S. Ward Co-
Mothering 11.00 Mr & Mrs C. Brown lossians 3. 12-17
Sunday Mrs. J. P
rs. J. Pavey
6.30 Mrs. M. Cakebread 2 Timothy 4. 1-18
21st March 11.00 Mr. D. Brace Mrs. A. Sullivan Phi-
' Mrs. S. Clarke lippians 2. 5-11
Passion
. Mrs. P. Whittington
Sunday 6.30 Mrs. N. Gifford Luke 22. 1-13
8.00 Mr. M. Richardson
28th March 11.00 Crew Crew
Mrs. K. Blackmore
6.30 Mrs. F. Kendall Luke 20. 9-19
11.00 Mrs. S. Collins Mr. R. Welsford
4th April ' Mrs. J. Dann Acts 10. 34-43
23
Easter Day 6.30 Mrs. C. Killick Mr. P. Blackmore

1 Corinthians 15. 1-11
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