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Who's

Priest in Charge Rev Mark-Aaron Tisdale 850150
The Rectory

Curate (NSM) Caren Topley 615499
7 Fairfax Close, Clifton

Churchwardens Chris Killick 647669
116 Shefford Road
Felicity Kendall 01767
Millow Bury Farm, Dunton 312831

Organist & Peter Maundrell 01767

Choirmaster 24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621

PCC Treasurer Arthur Clarke 850220
157 Station Rd, Lower Stondon

PCC Secretary Jane Pavey 813179
14 Sears Close, Clifton

Church Hall Dorothy Brown 628982

Bookings 1 Lychmead, Clifton

Saturday Club Suzanne Stapleton 811929
11 Hilltop View, Meppershall

Headteacher, Maureen Gravel | 628444

All Saints School Fildyke Road, Meppershall

School Governors Chair: Rev M-A Tisdale 850150
Vice-chair: Ruth Gray 812820

School Bookings Justine McCarthy 628444
All Saints School

Parish Council Barry Livesey 811385

Chairman 75 Shefford Road, Clifton

Community Centre Judy Lanham, Clerk to the Parish Council 813520

Bookings 10 Alexander Close, Clifton

MP Constituency Office, St Michael’s Close, 811992

Nadine Dorries High Street, Shefford

Councillors Tony Rogers — District & County 816305

Langford & 3 Poppy Hill, Henlow

Henlow Jon Clark

CIPS (Clifton Mr J Peacock , 61 Shefford Road 812514

Preservation) cips@clifton-beds.co.uk

2




i Cliftom

Chronicles Editor Kathy Blackmore , Hawarden Cottage, 646371
47 Church Street, Clifton

Chronicles Advertising year runs May to April 811303

Advertising

Chronicles Don Gray 629690

Distribution Hitchin Lane, Clifton

Clifton Cricket Colin Weaver 812412

Club 10 Clifton House Close

Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767

Gardening Club www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net | 221428

Brownies 1 > Sandra Ransom, 1 Bilberry Road, Clifton | 813724

Clifton

Brownies 2 ™ Josie Price, 72 Newis Crescent, Clifton 812157

Clifton

Care Scheme 07817

614654

Dramatic Society Helen Nelson , Secretary 816216

Guides Jane Attenborough, 32 Knolls Way, 629063

Parent and Lesley 621970

Toddlers

Police Contact PC S Busby 01234
Non-urgent no. 01234 842567 841212

The Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 811486
www.thewoodlands.ik.org

Providence Nick Rogers 07910

Baptist Chapel 353520

Rainbows Ruth Burns, 20 Brickle Place, Clifton 622125

Residents Joyce Tiney , Secretary 814902

Association 43 Stockbridge Road, Clifton

All Scouts Sarah Panton, 123 High Street, Henlow 813799
Scouts, Cubs, Beavers, Explorers

Under Fives Elaine 07788

670935
Wi Katherine Edwards 816334




Dear Reader,

T‘WJT The end of the year and the beginning of next
I‘E; _year are much too quickly approaching, do you

¢§ £/~ notthink? | often marvel at the rate of velocity
f % /4 with which we hurl ourselves, or as often as not
TT < are being hurled ever forward in time; and this
e rate of speed is much faster than can ever be

healthy for us.

We seem to be hurtling towards ever further dates, goals, target
(sets) that are well beyond the present, even when we get there.
I’m not trying to be clever of confusing; it is just that we seem to
be planning and projecting into our future to the detriment of
being in the present, in the ‘now’. Some see this in the
Christmas/New Year advertising watershed, which gets further
out from 25 December with each passing year. We are planning
for 25 December in August or September.

In all the madness and running around to find just the right gift for
everyone in your life, at this time of year, why not try to actually
savour the shopping experience, to actually put plenty of yourself
into choosing the gift, which will take time and care. Why not
allow yourself the indulgence of precious time to shop correctly
and reflectively that there may be no need for returns on Boxing
Day. Enjoy the Spirit of this upcoming holiday season: the
sights, the scents, the smiles, and even the distractions. | urge
you to take the time to celebrate wisely and in the Spirit of the
time, here, now. If we are always thinking of the future, be it the
next hour, day, week, or year, we are never really in the present
— life flies by. Take the time to sit, relax, enjoy the laughter of the
children outside. Spend an hour listening to a music concert of
to attend a church service. Carol services, Christingle services,
tree festivals, etc. all require time and offer peace in return.
Please take the time...and may God bless and keep you, always.
Pax!

Yours in Faith, M-A+
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CLIFTON MOTHERS’ UNION

On 17" October we held our annual coffee morning in
the Church Hall. This was a very successful and so-
ciable event at which we raised £200. The Mothers’
Union will donate the proceeds to the following charities:

AWAY FROM IT ALL—Holidays to give quality life together
for stressed families.
EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY CARE

We would like to thank everyone who came along to give their
support and help, enabling us to have such a successful coffee
morning.

We meet every third Tuesday in the Church Hall at 2.p.m, 15
December meeting will be our Christmas Party.



Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

11.00 am and 6.00 pm. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month

Mondays

"The Club", 6.30pm-7.30pm, For Children in school years 2-5
Mums and Tots 10;30-11;30am

Wednesdays
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings — ring for details.

Thursday’s
10.30 am — coffee pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink.

Fridays

10.30-11.30 am: mums and tots.
"The Zone", 7pm-8.15pm, For Children in school years 6-8

Pastor: Nick Angell 01234 381094, nick.angellé@googlemail.com
Secretary: Nick Rogers, 07910353520, njr.pbc@gmail.com

Under 5's December & January

Thursday 3rd December

Thursday 10th December - Under 5's Christmas Party
Thursday 7th January

Thursday 21st January 2010

All meetings are 1:45-2:30pm in the Church

Christmas Services @
All Saints Church see Page 23
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All Saints Clifton’s Saturday Club 1 ' Birthday

All Saints Church, Clifton, Bedfordshire was a hive of activity on the
26" September this year. Children from the village gathered to cele-
brate the 1% Birthday of the Saturday Club with a birthday cake.

As part of the Harvest Festival weekend, hoops and hurdles were
made with willow from a local farm and decorated with berries and
leaves from the hedgerows. Jane Lambourne, a local farmer from
Gravenhurst, came to tell stories about the environment and to do a
willow workshop with the children.

During the year Clifton Children have been enjoying a range of crafts
and wildlife activities at their monthly Saturday Club. Bird and Bat
boxes have been made for the Churchyard, seed cakes for the birds
and plastic bottles recycled for bird feeders that children took home for
their gardens. A snail hunt in the churchyard with snail races to follow
proved tremendous fun in May!

Stories and quizzes add to the enjoyment on these Saturday after-
noons while brass rubbing, bell ringing, card making and other projects
introduce themes of Saints, Festivals during the year, and Caring for
the Environment, etc. The afternoons finish with a few words from the
Rector and the sharing of the Peace.

)6 %$)$

))#$S

Have you or someone you know been baptised at All Saints’
Church in the past year? The All Saints’ family is inviting &
welcoming all recently baptised, and their friends and family, to
our Candlemas Service on 13 January 2010. Since itis
a family / all-age service, we want to take the opportunity ¢~
to celebrate the past year’s baptisms and rejoice with AN
you. Please come and let us make a fuss over you,
again.

The Rector, M-A+
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A Az, All Saints PTA

. The Boden Party was a successful day on 7th
T November with many orders placed. There was a
good attendance from people external to the
school. We will let you know the amount raised in
the next edition.

The rugby scrum (better known as the cake sale) in November
raised a whopping £75 — the most money ever raised from a
cake sale. Thanks once again to all parents who donated the
scrummy cakes. Obviously the children love them.

Up-coming events:

We are very excited about some of our future events, some we
have done before, others we haven't.
- Carol singing — date to be confirmed
Pamper evening — February
Quiz Night — April
Barn Dance — TBC
Family camp-out - Summer time — get your tents and
guitars ready!

All events this year will raise funds to improve our Library
resources and we have many exciting activities planned for the
children with a reading or book theme — a book themed party,
sponsored read, a bookmark competition and dressing up as
your favourite character. Keep your eyes peeled to these pages
for more information.

Wishing you all a A
gy Yo/

Merry Christmas & prosperous New Year

v
00
from everyone at the PTA M
q—‘
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CLIFTON W.I.

Katherine welcomed 42 members and 1 visitor to our 87"
Anniversary — Nov. 5". After W.I. business has been dealt
with, our celebration iced cake was cut by long serving
member Irene Humphreys, and later distributed with a
glass of wine to everyone. Members were reminded to
bring knife, fork and spoon to our next meeting for our
Xmas Party. Please arrive by 7 p.m. to eat by 7.30 p.m. A group of our
members attended the Federation Meeting at Rufus Centre, Flitwick, and
Pat Kemp read out her report, mentioning how the speaker, Susan Howe,
entertained all with humorous stories of her extraordinary life as a guide,
taking groups to places such as Zanzibar, The Rockies, Africa and India.

We were also delighted to find our W.I. had won second place in the An-
nual Baker Brothers Trophy Competition, and were presented with a spe-
cial Certificate.

Tonight Ron Smith came to tell us about the wonderful work done by vol-
unteers on Mercy Ships. He had brought many coloured slides to show
us, in more detail, the places where this vital help is being carried out in
Africa. Don and Deyon Stephens were the founders of Mercy Ships that
sail into poorest parts of the world, and there they dock. They bring back
hope to people that had lost it.!!! Mercy Ships is an International Christian
Charity. Dedicated volunteers from around the world, of which Ron and
wife Kathy belong, bring hope and healing to thousands. Mercy Ships be-
gan in 1978 with the purchase of a retired ocean liner. Since then various
ships in the fleet have served more than 150 ports in developing nations
around the world. On board there are operating theatres and medical pro-
fessionals that work voluntarily. Also there are surgical candidates that
are selected through an intensive screening process. Work is also carried
out off the ship by volunteer teams that deal with dentistry cleansing water,
construction and education. This dedicated work done by all these volun-
teers brings hope and healing to those that never thought it possible.

They will not forget the day that everything changed for them. Christine
Simkins thanked Ron for an interesting and eye opening subject tonight. It
proved that in this world there are still dedicated people who give their
time and energy to help the less fortunate.

Tea Ladies. Janice Cobb Sonia Pugh Susan Whiffen; Comp. Winners:
1% Joyce Smith, 2™ Teri Burns, 3" Gill Brown, Jessie Allan

Next Meeting Christmas Meal 7.30 p.m. And “Let me entertain you” Betty
Page
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Hi everyone,

Look out, Christmas is coming! On behalf of all our committee
members | would like to wish you all the very merry Christmas
and a prosperous and safe new year.

Well, we didn’t get through to the national finals for village of the
year, but it’s still a great achievement to get as far as we did, and
all involved should be well chuffed with themselves.

Have you thought about starting a home watch scheme in your
area? Our association is totally behind this and would like to
have every road and street covered in the village. It does work
you know! Years ago everybody seemed to look out for their
friends and neighbours, and knew everything that was going in
their area. What happened? Do you know most of the people in
your road?

We would like to extend our thanks to Linda at the Admiral P.H.
for her support towards our toddlers play area project. She had a
raffle and raised £130! What a great achievement. We would
also like to thank everybody who donated prizes to the raffle.

Have you heard about the new 'Community Matters Surgeries' at
Samuel Whitbread Community College? It's a new initiative to
enable the college to develop a relationship with residents and
local businesses. Their surgeries are held every Monday from
1.30 to 5pm. This is an invitation to see how the college oper-
ates, and a walk round with a member of staff. It's a 'drop in’ facil-
ity, just go to the main reception and a senior leadership team
member will be available.

Merry Xmas—Stay lucky, Den Fensome
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY AND CHRISTMAS
COMETH!

Biggleswade Sandy Lions have just celebrated the

granting of their Charter by Lions Clubs International 31 years ago,
with a celebratory dinner at the White Horse, Southill, attended by
Lions of Ampthill, Bungay, Bedford and Bletchley. Regional Chair
Steve Foott from Bedford thanked club members for their community
service work. We also had a Halloween party — Lions like to have fun.

It's that time of year again! Our planned sleigh runs in December are,
Biggleswade on the 3 , Potton 7", Langford 8", Biggleswade 10",
Clifton 14", Langford 15" and Henlow 17". We're planning to start all
sleigh runs at 6.45pm - 15 minutes earlier than previous years.
(Clifton’s start time remains at 6.30pm). We've also revised the routes
a little this year, so check the posters and the Biggleswade Chronicle.

Then, there’s our tin shakes at Sainsbury’s Biggleswade on Fridays
the 11" and 18" December, at Asda on 19" and 20" and at G & M
Growers on Sunday 13" — our sincere thanks to all for their support.
We'll also likely to be in Biggleswade market place a couple of
Saturdays in December, too, 5" and 12th. So, come and see us and
Santa.

Don't forget our popular charity dance at the Weatherley Centre - 12"
December — tickets are available from Linda and Mike Haslam on
01767 683115. Itis a really good evening of dancing with a supper
too! Please do come along and support us and have a really good
evening out.

All the money we receive goes to providing Christmas parcels to those
in need — over 200 each year — and the rest to financing our
community service work. Please give as generously as you can — you
will help us to help those in need.

For more information on Biggleswade Sandy Lions, contact: Roger
Wolburn on 01462 814967— LIONS HELP

14th December
Clifton Sleigh Run
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CLIFTON PARENT AND TODDLER GROUP

Clifton Parent & Toddler Group runs on a

Wednesday morning from 9.15 till 11.00 at the

Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. There’s

a warm welcome for everyone who comes along and joins in the
fun - you'll meet new friends, have a drink and a chat, you can let
your children socialise with other toddlers and play with our large
selection of toys and activities.

toddlers from birth to 4 years old

9.15am to 11.00am every Wednesday during term time

free refreshments for parents and children

ride on toys, climbing frame & slide and out door play
weather permitting

role play toys, soft play, play dough

craft table, books and puzzles

costs are £1 per adult and 50p per child

Every week at toddlers we have the usual excellent array of toys
that the children can choose to play with including animals ,
dressing up, threading, books, duplo, happyland and many more.
We also have great craft activities and a popular singing session
and also we use a parachute every few weeks which the children
love !

We are a very popular toddler group and have a large number of
children and parents attending each week. However, we always
need more committee members. Do join us if you enjoy coming
to toddlers and feel you have a small amount of time spare to
make a contribution to our group

OUR LAST TODDLERS SESSION WILL BE ON WEDS 16TH
DEC THAT WILL BE OUR CHRISTMAS PARTY MORNING

Look forward to seeing you all soon !
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Our theme this term is the environment and
we have looking at ways to save energy. The
children have been making windmills and
trying out wind up torches! We have also
been learning about litter and the impact it
has on our environment. We hope to collect
some litter and do some “junk modelling”.

The children have enjoyed learning about various festivals
including Sukkott, a Jewish festival to celebrate the harvest. We
also made some poppies to illustrate the meaning behind
Remembrance Sunday.

This month we hope to walk to church to support Gladys
Dawson’s collection of Christmas presents to go to the
Spurgeon’s Child and Family Centre. We have also started
collecting shoe boxes and gifts for Operation Christmas child and
would be grateful for your support! Following on from this, we will
be looking at giving and receiving presents and celebrating the
birth of Jesus. We will be practising for our Christmas concert on
17" December and preparing for our Christmas party on the 18"
December where we hope that Santa may put in an appearance!
Both these events are at the community centre.

In January we will be welcoming 7 new children, but will not be
losing any children to Robins as we are supporting the school in
their single intake. Consequently we are now limited to PM
spaces only.

Finally, a reminder that if you are buying Christmas presents
online, by using a website called www.easyfundraising.org.uk,
you can raise funds for Woodlands at no cost to your self.

We break up on Friday 18" Dec at 6pm and start back on
Tuesday 5™ January.
2

We wish you all a Merry Christmas 5‘

and a Happy New Year. $
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Final Accounts

Clifton Year of the Child 2009

Income & Expenditure Budget Forecast

Year of the Child 2009

BALANCE | £220.31
Income Expenditure
TOTALS | £1,614.31 TOTALS| £1,394.00
Clifton Jubilee Fund £104.00 |Shefford Town Band £40.00
Parochial Church Council £150.00 |Bouncy Castle £75.00
All Saints School Governors £150.00 |Swing Boats £250.00
Clifton Parish Council £150.00 |Roundabout £250.00
John R Ford - Advertising £140.00 |Circus Skills £150.00
Shefford Post Office - —
Advertising £70.00 |Climbing Wall £550.00
- St John's Ambulance 3 x
R & J Carpentry - Advertisin
penty 9 | £7000 |£20+vAT £69.00
Baxters Butchers - Advertising £70.00 YOC Trophy £10.00
Courtland Services - Bouncy Pirate Ship Funded by
Advertising £70.00 |All Saints PTA £0.00
F C Dawes & Son - Advertising Paper for programme donated
£70.00 |by Clifton Chronicles £0.00
Stephen Hing Opticians - Community Centre & Field
Advertising Support £70.00 |Facilities £0.00
Langford Nurseries - Prizes Donated via Susan
Advertising £70.00 |Turner £0.00
Donation in place of an
advertisement from Mark Shefford Majorettes
Turner £70.00 £0.00
Clifton Cuisine - Advertising £140.00
Income from the sale of —mmm
refreshments to be ring-fenced LB ? " !
& banked in the Jubilee Fund : 0 !
on behalf of the Residents ; , %9 !
Assoc. for funding a future ; C4C@E !
playground project £220.31 e !
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CAN YOU SPARE 2-3 HOURS

ospiccatHome A \weEEK TO HELP US?
olunteers

Volunteers are needed to visit, give practical help where
needed and become a supporting friend to people in this area with a
life-threatening iliness

Hospice at Home Volunteers is a free and confidential service offering
extra care and support in cases of life-threatening illness.

All you need is a kind, caring, warm-hearted and non-judgemental
nature and able to spare a few hours a week to help your local
community. If you feel you can fulfil these requirements we would very
much like to hear from YOU!

Our next Volunteers Preparation Course will be held shortly, so if you
feel like making new friends then please give us a call.

For further information please call Sonia Banks on

01234 743063
All applications are subject to CRB disclosure
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C|ift0n Forward Plannef

December

3 Under 5’s, Church, 1.45-2.30

Clifton Toddlers’ Christmas Fayre, Community Centre,
1-4 pm

Church Open, 2-5 pm

Clifton Christmas Concert, All Saints Church, 8.00
10 Under 5’s, Church, 1.45-2.30

14 Lions Sleigh Run — please give generously

15 MU, Christmas Party, Church Hall, 2.00

20 9 Lessons and Carols, Church, 6.30

Candlelight Service, 4.30, Church

24
Christmas Eve Eucharist, 11.30

25 Christmas Day Eucharist, 11.00

30 Wednesday Eucharist, 10.00

January

7 Under 5’s, Church, 1.45-2.30

9 Music Recital, Church, 8.00 pm
21 Under 5’s, Church, 1.45-2.30
28-30 | Pantomime, Clifton Church Hall, 8.00 + 2.30 on 30"

30 Saturday Club

Candlemas, Celebration of Baptism, 11.00 Family
Worship, Non-Eucharistic

25
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Date Time Sidesperson/s Reader
oth December | 1100 | Gt ol | piippianst, 311
6.30 Mrs F. Kendal '\’I'_rjl'(g'l*_<i_r‘2d5a'
13th December 8.00 Mr. M. Richardson
11.00 Mr. & Mrs. K. I\/!r_s. S Collins
Pledger Philippians 4. 4-7
6.30 Mrs. C. Killick . ravey
2oiDecember | 1100 | MeTSuhan | ML baves
24th December 11.30 pm Mrs. C. Killick I\'Flrtuszu\l/(lesfz/
25th December 11.00 Mr. D. Killick Mr. A. Good
Christmas Day
27th December 8.00 Mrs. K. Whitcher
11.00 Mr. & Mrs. R. James Gray
Welsford Hebrews 1. 1-12
6.30 Mrs. K Blackmore Mrs. A. Sullivan 1

John 5. 1-12

A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at: www.clifton-beds.co.uk .
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10th January 8.00 Mrs. P. Heath
oo | MrElmC | Moo
6.30 Mrs. N. Gifford | e G KTk
7 danuary | 1100 | RS | Cointians 12 111
6.30 Mrs. F. Kendall '\é'gi'eﬁi'ai':‘j'fr;_"lrg
24th January 8.00 Mr. J. Peacock
Miss Lucy Gray
11.00 Mr. & Mrs. A Smith 1 Corinthians 12.
12-31a
6.30 Mrs. C. Kilick | M- P Blackmore
31st January 8.00 Mr. M. Richardson
11.00  [Mr. & Mrs. J. Good H'\g[)'r\e’vv\}ng‘.’V{if‘gﬁ g
6.30 Mr. K. Gray Mrj'o'r\]"ﬁ g_a'l‘gggad
ey | 1ico |MD KMk B Lvese
6.30 Mrs. K. Blackmore Mrs. F. Kendall

Matthew 6. 25-end

A copy of this rota is on the Vestry notice board. If you are unable to read or be a sidesperson on
the date given, please try to swap with someone else and inform a Churchwarden or amend the
Vestry copy. This rota is also available at: www.clifton-beds.co.uk .
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