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The Cafe at W&H Peacock is

OPEN

01234 266 366 View the salerooms for our upcoming auctions and

Visit then relax with a coffee and a slice of cake.
www.peacockscafe.co.uk
for more details on our opening
hours and to view our full menu.

W&H PEACOCK

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS

Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way,
Bedford, MK42 OPE

Our unique cafe in Bedford Auction Centre with free wi-fi
comfortably seats over 100 customers. We serve cooked
breakfasts, paninis and sandwiches, light lunches and
snacks plus a range of hot and cold drinks.

Shefford
Dental Surgery

D Lakhani B.D.S.
& Associates
Dental Surgeons

PR

GO Planning

RTPI Chartered Planning
Consultant

Planning advice, statements,
and written representations.

www.goplanning.co.uk
ben@goplanning.co.uk

All forms of Preventive,

Crown, Bridge, Cosmetic

& Dental Work provided
for Adults & Children

Children seen on NHS

Ground Floor Premises

34 High Street, Shefford, Beds,SG17 5DG
(01462) 814020

Auction Sales & Valuations

Valuation, collection and auction service of individual items
through to complete property and commercial clearances.

Call for a free no obligation quote or
email info@peacockauction.co.uk

SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

www.peacockauction.co.uk

W&H P EACOCI( 01 23 4 Eastcotts Park, Wallis Way,
266366 Bedford, MK42 OPE

AUCTIONEERS & VALUERS
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The Clifton ChronicCles

December 202¢ ¢ Jahuary 2025

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 times a year and distributed
free to each of the 1700+ houses in Clifton entirely by a friendly
team of over 60 volunteers. The Chronicles is funded mainly by its
advertisers so do please look at the yellow pages and see the wealth
of local businesses in and around out village, without them supporting
us we couldn't deliver this magazine to your house each month.

All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general
community inferest items are welcome, the editor reserves the right
to make decisions on content. Please e-mail contributions to:
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

Wishing you health and good times in the new year, there are lots of
activities fo look forward to, join in!

Kathy Blackmore, Editor
As always the Chronicles is available on line: www.clifton-beds.co.uk

Next edition: February 2025
copy by: 14th January

Email: chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

P Contents (Alphabetic) P Contents ctd
38 Advertising Index 26 Planning
All Saints Academy CASA 33 Police Statistics
8,9, Care Scheme now CGNS 6 Registers
6 Church Ministry Column 10 Samuel Whit. Academy
Clifton Calendar 23 VE Day
36, 37 | Other Churches 4-5 Who'’s Who in Clifton
31 Parish Council 16 Wi



mailto:chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:www.clifton-beds.co.uk
mailto:chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

Who's Who in Clifton p1

Canon Caren Topley, 8 Rectory 01462
Rector Close, Clifton. rector4clif- 615499
ton@gmail.com
Churchwarden Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane 816451
> Readers Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 811303
a Peter Topley, The Rectory 615499
o Organist & Peter Maundrell, 01767
a.. Choirmaster 24 Heron Close, Biggleswade 314621
c; PCC Treasurer Philip Dawes, 58 Church Street 816074
S
% PCC Secretary Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane 816451
=
Church Hall Ruth and Kevin Gray
Bookings 21 Fairground Way 812820
i Russell Brown
Bell-ringing Cpt | 45 Anhem Place, Shefford 631057
Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820
Head-teacher Miss Rebecca Byrne 628444
> 2> . 07717
8 (7) School Chair: Milton Guffogg 155223
S o | Governors Vice-chair: Carol Weller 07557
33 949488
< @, | School Bookings | School Office 628444
PTA Email: pta@cliftonallsaintsacademy.co.uk
Parish Council Mike Talbot, 70 New Road 07711
o) Chairman 687456
o Clerk (Community | Kerri Kilby 07547
2 m | Centre bookings) | clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk 129038
& @ ["MP: Alistair
f?D,. g.. Strathearn Alistair.strathearn.mp@parliament.uk 02&;/0119
[
= & [Councillors Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 03;305%3300
é Henlow, Arlesey, | Henlow SG16 6PH,
» Henlow Camp & Drew Richardson
Stondon David Shelvey

4 Continued on Page 5
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Who's Who in Clifton 2

Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage,

office@thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk

n .
> | Editor 47 Church Street, Clifton 646371
o . -
S . . Advertising year runs May to April
o Advertising chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 646371
O
® | Distribution Ann Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596
Brownies,
Rainbows & www.qirlguiding.org.uk
Rangers
Chairman: Daniel Good 07854
Cricket Club Email: cliffonbedscc@gmail.com 901069
V-Chair: Josh Scandrett: 07805 427129
Friends All Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close 629020
Saints Church k.pledger@ntlworld.com
Finn Shanley
(@) Football Club Finnshanley01@outlook.com
S | Golf Society | (GLS) John Wall 07963
® 303340
< | Good 07817
n=’ Neighbours CGNS (CCS) 614654
‘-g Guides firstcliftonguides@outlook.com
© | HATS Drama - 07971
g Group Pete Winfield 962411
=] .
=. | Langford www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
g Tennis Club Contact; Paul Metcalfe 700991
<) . The snr community officer: 01234
3 | Police Contact | pg'aqam Sugden, Based in Biggleswade | 842531
Providence . .
Baptist Church cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
Residents Amy Gardiner 07812
Association CliftonRASecretary@gmail.com 792 974
Scouts (All ages) | gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk
Wi Sue Hyde 504335
Woodlands www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk 811486
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Dear Friends

The Church of England's Christmas theme is:
Follow the Star: Calm and Bright

drawing on the carol, Silent Night:

"Silent Night! Holy Night!
All is calm, all is bright.."

This carol invites us into the still centre of the Christmas story,
contemplating Mary holding the new-born Jesus, the Light of the
World, showing that peace can be found. As we prepare throughout
Advent, for Christmas, may we find some Calm during this busy
period, although ‘calm’ doesn't seem to be the right word to describe
what is going on at the moment in parts of the world. Bethlehem
certainly isn't calm this Christmas.

Let us remember that the star that guided the wise men to
Bethlehem, offers more than just light; it points the way to
something greater than the chaos of the world.

Perhaps, this Christmas and coming year, more than ever, we need fo
recapture that sense of calm. To allow ourselves time to reflect, to
remember that the Christmas story speaks of hope and renewal. In a
world so often marked by uncertainty and unrest, these quiet
moments may offer a sense of peace that can't be found in the noise.
We can't change the circumstances of the world overnight, but we
can choose how we respond.

Wishing you every blessing in this season, let us calmly follow the
star — a symbol of hope, shining brightly in the darkness and guiding
us through to the New Year.

Revd Canon Caren




Messy Church
26th January 2025

Church Hall, 10:30 am

=
BN N g

\/ CHURCH .'
/g

All Saints’' Church, Clifton
From the Registers

Funeral North Herts Crematorium
28th October John Onion

All Saints’ Church Clifton Services
Sundays:

11.00 am Parish Communion 1, 3™
Family Service, 2™
Morning Prayer, 4™
10.30 am Messy Church 4™ Sunday (Church Hall)

6.30 pm  Evensong, 3rd Sunday

10.00 am Benefice Service 5" Sunday at Clifton, Haynes or Southill

Wednesdays:
10.00 am Holy Communion or Morning Prayer

For details of church services see: https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/
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CLIFTON 600D NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

FESTIVE GREETINGS

Its been a lively year for the Good Neighbour Scheme.
Thankfully we've recruited some new volunteers recently which
helps enormously in ensuring we can spread the volunteering
around. But we can always do with more help, especially drivers.
So if you are looking to fill a gap in your busy diary why not
volunteer. Details on how to do that can be found on our
"Volunteers Needed" advertisement in this magazine.

The Tea & Chat sessions remain a constant source of fun and
laughter. If you know anyone who needs company or cheering
up get them to come to one of the sessions. The programme is
very varied and they are bound to find something to smile or
laugh about and make new friends.

If you know of anyone who is applying for Pension Credit and is
struggling with the application form AGE UK on 01767 317645

and the Citizens Advice Bureau on 01767 601368 both based in
Biggleswade have staff who can help. Please give them a call if

required.

At this time of the year our usual reminder to make sure
Christmas presents are kept out of sight as they can prove
tempting o some. And please do make sure that any electrical
decorations are still safe before using them and remember to
switch them off before leaving home or going to bed.

Our volunteers have done a marvellous job throughout the year
and we'd like to say "Thank You" to all of them

NEED OUR HELP?
Remember we are here if you need our help just call.......

....... 07817 614654

and to assist us in meeting requests please try to give at least
24 hours notice of your requirements

From all of us here at CGNS:
A very Happy Christmas & New Year ([

&
#
*
Hl &

to you, your family and friends. MERQQY ST
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C6NS Tea & Chat on Wednesdays
Church Hall, Stanford Lane, 2.00 - 4.00

m 11th December
Our Christmas Special,
our last one in 2024

m  8th January 2025
s 22nd January
m 12th February

2nd & 4th Wednesdays each month
For help with transport ring: 07817 614654

WThping

Fileen Tobitt
together with Felicity and Hilary
would (ike to wish friends in Clifton

A peaceful Christmas & a happy New Year

Pulnait sl




Samuel Whitbread Academy

J: OPPORTUNITY ACHIEVEMENT EXCELLENCE

WYSs
3%

%,
Yrgrer®

As we approach the end of this term, | am delighted to share with you
many of the student’s achievements and experiences. Despite the
challenging weather, the spirit of our community remains strong and
vibrant. It's remarkable to witness the dedication and resilience of both
our students and staff.

Recently we celebrated cultural heritage through Black I—

History Month, focusing on the theme of "reclaiming BLACK
Narratives". We've seen continued collaboration H|§TORY
between schools and students across the BEST Trust, MONTH
with Rudo and Kiera delivering a fantastic assembly at J
Robert Bloomfield. They brought attention to the many

black inventors, pioneers and trailblazers of their time by telling their
stories and sharing their contributions to the world. Our student equality
and diversity team, led by Dr Haynes and Mrs Brown, along with Sharon
De Leonardis, have worked tirelessly to deliver educational and exciting
content for our students. They held a conference this half-term for
primary pupils and a similar conference in the summer term for
secondary students from across our cluster. We're immensely grateful for
their hard work and the difference it has made to our community.

Our students have also participated in various educational trips,
representing the academy with exemplary conduct. From a Politics trip to
the House of Parliament for Year 12 students to Year 10 Art trips for
coursework, and a STEM Careers event in London for Year 11 students,
our students have engaged in a wide range of learning experiences
outside the classroom.

In Sport, we have had several good results in the first half-term. The
boys 1st Xl team embarked on an important trip to SGS College, and our
Netball U16A’s achieved a splendid victory in the National Shield against
St Joseph’s College. The team recorded a notable victory of 40-21
during their home game, demonstrating exemplary performance
throughout the match.

Year 11 and Year 13 students will soon be undertaking
their mock examinations, a valuable opportunity for self
-assessment and improvement. | wish them the best of
A luck with their preparations for this important time of the
year.

Nick Martin, Principal
10



Advertisement Page B

. For top quality Plasterwork
by experienced tradesman
Music Lessons SB by expe
You will be assured
of a friendly welcome, Stefan Baltruschat
if you need Piano, Keyboard, Tel: 01462 815089
Recorder, or Theory lessons. s.baltruschat@btinternet.com
You may be new or may be returning. 2Chiltern Place, Henlow
Digital piano available to rent,

X ., N Ceilings, Walls, Floors & Arches
if you want to try W"thOUt having All types of exterior renderings
your own equipment.

Contact: Pam Rogers
01462 811496
07733 943246 FREE ESTIMATES

o Artexing, Coving, Interior & Exterior Decorating,
9 Rag Rolling, Marbling, Sponging, etc.

THE Martin Roe

WHITE Painting & Decorafing
RCD M S Quality Assured

All Aspects
HAIR « BEAUTY « NAILS « TANNING l:ree ES“males
beauty 01462 812847
hair 01462 813928
88 CLIFTON RD, SHEFFORD, BEDS, SG17 5AN 07973 532430

LUCAS, HUNTLEY & CO

Quality PVC-U windows, doors & conservatories
Window and door repair specialists
PVC-U fascias, soffits, guttering etc.

We are a Fensa registered, local, family run business,
established since 1978

Contact: Paul Lucas on 01462 811581
Mobile: 07778 312504
51A High Street, Meppershall, Beds SG17 5LX
pclucashuntley@gmail.com
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THE Marc Dellar

GARDEN SERVICES

HOME FAIRY

)
0 The Home Fairy Grass Cutting

the-home-fairy-jane Hedge Cutting

Strimming
A professional organiser helping you to tidy, Overgrown Gardens Cleared
organise & declutter any area of your home

- regaining your space and

CALMING YOUR CHAOS

To find out more or book a FREE initial
consultation call Jane on 07976273297

Please Call Anytime
01462 850562

or
07792 227913

Qe,  Jd MONKEYMUSIC
., HAS COME TO TOWN! @

=

Award winning Music Classes for
Babies, Toddlers and Pre-Schoolers.

We can't wait to share our love of music with you and your little ones. Classes
are all sunglive, with real percussion instrument kits for each child, with a huge
focus on fun and sharing precious time together.

Join us @ The Perfect Playland (Shefford)
Scan to Book Now - Your first class is FREE

(2) waivronanes sevvices || PETER HWRIGHT
Based in Clifton &SON
Plumbing (Plumbing & Heating Limited)
Kitchen Refurbishments
Bathroom Refurbishments Gas, OI|, Solid Fuel &
T"?l'f"“"g Solar Installations
iling

General Maintenance ‘Glenmore’, New Road, Clifton

Contact Joh 07795 432607 Tel: 07791 975104
Jspropertyserv 01462 814623

jdspropertyservices@hotmail.com
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JAMES BONFIELD

CARPENTRY & CONSTRUCTION

All Building Services Provided
Fully Qualified & Insured
Free Local Estimates
No Job Too Big or Small

Call James 7 days a week on:

07595 752 466
01462 231 734

JamesBonfieldCarpentry@yahoo.co.uk

City2s
Guilds

Shefford, Bedfordshire

Professional Carpet, Rug and
Upholstery Cleaning
Trusted Locally for over20 years

CARPET
CLEANER

Spot and Stain Powerful
Emergency Call Out Truckmounted Cleaning
Tile and Grout Cleaning / Cleans Deeper and
We provide all Power Dries Quicker
and Hot Water Fully Insured /
For a Free On-Site Estimate
01438 211763 .- 07973 855007

0Old Town, Stevenage, Hertfordshire
email thecarpet.cleaner@ntiworld.com

www.thecarpetcleaneruk.com

HELPING YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY

EHCROUCH

Tel: 01462 834040

www.dignityfunerals.co.uk/local

Your Local Funeral Professionals

54 High Street, Stotfold, Hertfordshire, SG5 4LD

-
T

@ Part of Dignity plc. A British company

Dignity

WITH DISTINCTION

JAMES CULLIP

Painting, decorating,
internal/exterior
all aspects

Reliable & Friendly
Free Quotations

Fully Insured a‘

01462 817122 or 07899 888545
www.cullippaintinganddecorating.co.uk

Carrie Molloy
‘

= Beauty
= Facials
= Massage
= Make-up

carriemolloy.com
01462 815516 ~ 07812 685704

carrietreatments@yahoo.co.uk

13
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FOOTHEALTH

PROFF SSIONAL J‘J QUINC

WWM/%
EFFECTIVE, HYGENIC e

FOOT CARE SERVICE TO YOUR DOOR Supplying Memorials throughout Bedfordshire &
Hertfordshire for the last 40 years...

® Foot Health check & advice

® Nail Trimming « All Designs of Memorials

® Reduction of thickened or 'bulky’ nails Tree Broéhure ol

® Removal of corns and calluses 4

® Treatment of fungal infection 3 Memonals Cleaned & Renovated
| ALL treatments include a « Free Btlmates

complimentary foot massage

83 High Street, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 OLA
Tel: 01767 314 180 /01767 314 419

Tel: 07812 399659 Email: ivanql_xince@yahoo.c?.uk

Vicki Eagles MCFHP< MAFHP www.quincememorials.co.uk

Yynamic Sheatre ance School
PRINCIPAL: Esme Watts

Classes in Clifton - ISTD ballet, modern and tap

Grades and Vocational Classes for Boys and Girls - Lessons from 3 years to adult
Shows, Workshops - ISTD Qualified Teachers (CRB checked)

Excellent exam results

Classes just for fun and for those who wish to pursue a career in the performing arts.

Enjoy the benefits that regular dance classes will have on your childs development!

Mobile No. 07950 717555 Email: esmewatts@hotmail.com

Chris MacSweeney—Personal Estate Agent

° Clifton based, available 7 days a week

° Over 25 years industry experience

° Advertising on Rightmove, Zoopla and
Prime Location

° Personal service from start to finish

° Free residential and probate valuations

@R VNG BIINRE ¢4 Chris on 07468 48 88 18

eXp = or visit chrismacsweeney.exp.uk.com
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Clifton Poppy Appeal 2024

Clifton has already raised an amazing £3000 for
the 2024 British Legion Poppy Appeal (the final
amount will be announced next year once all the QR
code donations have been given to me). This is a fantastic
amount and is much higher than we have ever raised before in
the village.

Thank you all so much for your kind donations to this
worthwhile cause. A huge thank you also to everyone who has
helped with this year's appeal:

To all the wonderful volunteers who helped on the stall

To Tesco who kindly allow us to have our stall outside
their shop

To Clifton All Saints Academy To the Admiral, the Golden
Lion, Baxters, Clifton Cuisine, Clifton Garage, and Tesco
for all your help with selling poppies.

If anyone would like to consider helping with next year's Poppy
Appeal please call me on 07778429766.

Thank you all so much, Denise Panton

Wildlife Walks 4 Women

~_a~— Joinus for a friendly & relaxed, women-only guided walk
V.5 ::) around The Lodge, led by our knowledgeable female
W volunteers.
The volunteer team have a wide range of knowledge about nature which
they are keen to share and as you would expect we always make a list of
the birds seen. In addition each month focuses on a seasonal wildlife
highlight, ranging from ‘Butterflies & Moths' to ‘Fungi'.

The walks are held monthly throughout the year and alternate between
the 3rd Tuesday and the 3rd Saturday, the next ones are:

Tuesday 17th December
Saturday 17th January

Book and find out more here:
https://events.rspb.org.uk/thelodge
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Henlow Church of England Academy

The new school year at Henlow Academy began with
enthusiasm, energy, and, as always, a deep sense of
community. As we approach the end of the Autumn
term, we’re excited by the foundation we've set for
what promises to be an engaging and successful

H enlow year ahead.

Church of England Academy

September is always a busy month at Henlow Academy. New students
settle in, Year 10 students embark on their GCSE journey and Year 11
students enter their final year. It's a time of change and growth for all.
One of the highlights of the term is our open evening, which provides
prospective students and their families a chance to explore our school,
meet our dedicated staff, and discover the wide range of subjects and
extracurricular activities we offer including psychology, illustration,
gymnastics, business and drama to name just a few. It’s a wonderful
opportunity to showcase the best of what Henlow Academy has to offer
and to welcome new faces into our vibrant school community.

This term has already been filled with memorable moments.
One of the first highlights was our vibrant Harvest Festival,
where the whole school came together to celebrate the
season’s abundance. Pupils, staff, and parents participated
in our challenge to collect 750 tins for The Need Project, a ,
testament to our school’'s commitment to giving back to the communlty
Our harvest celebrations not only marked the change of the season but
also reinforced the importance of generosity and care for others.

o, November brought us together for a series of meaningful
& ", Remembrance services. Some of our prefects joined local

' villagers at the War Memorial, Year 8 attended a special
church service, and our forces students visited RAF Henlow
to take part in their Remembrance Service. The rest of the
school gathered to reflect on the importance of peace, unity, and the
sacrifices made by so many for our freedom. These services were a
poignant reminder of the values that unite us as a community.

Lesi; We '\

As we head into December, excitement is building for the %Q\R\ST/WJ.
festive season. Our school is preparing for a jam-packed
month filled with holiday activities, including a Christmas
Fayre, Christmas concert, Christmas dinner, and Christmas
Jumper Day. It's always a highlight of the school year, and
we can’t wait to celebrate together!

16



Wardenw Abbey Vineyard \NUNNBIDN
Chwristmas Wine Sa ABBEY
Swvwlay lét'D@C@WLb?A" The commum’cg

\/’m%wd

11 o - 4 pmwv

Haynes Village Hall,
25 Northwood End Road, Haynes, Bedford MK45

Festive fizz from your local community vineyard. Locally grown
white and sparkling vegan-friendly wines from award-winning
Bedfordshire vineyard to taste and buy for your Christmas
celebrations and gifts. With local food & craft stalls.

More than just a gift, sales support the vineyard’s community,
educational and therapeutic horticulture projects.

Free tasting, entry & parking, and mince pies (while stocks last).
Contact us: info@wardenvinyard,org.uk or via our
website wardenvineyard.org.uk

Clifton Good Neighbours @WelPing %

$ 2

Volunteers needed to support our K] "
neighbours, to collect prescriptions, take é’ 90.‘,
*

to GP and hospital appointments etc. *

To find out more about how you can help our community contact:
Sue Cross susancross20032003@yahoo.co.uk
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Light ‘Up Clifton
FREE Festive Family Fun!

Saturday 7* December, 4pm to 7pm

Christmas Tree Light up: 5.00 pm
Grange Street Clifton

It's nearly here so we know you are all wondering “what’s in
store”? Well...

*ﬁaﬁ‘;ﬂ Our Biggest Ever Christmas Market: Over 20 Stalls for

~~~~~ il

W™ all your Christmas gifting needs.

e ©

Music To Your Ears: Clifton All Saints Academy A 2 ’

Carollers, Samuel Whitbread Academy Singer, ‘&2 7@:

Lord Bakers Ska and Soul Show, and local i ﬁ ﬁ
1L

favourites Clifton Ukulele Players.

Santa’s Grotto: Ride the FREE Polar
Express land train to our grotto and
receive a free gift, thanks to TJ Plumbing!

Visit the RAF Henlow Cadets Flight Simulator before you head
back to the festivities!

Festive Fayre: Hot food and drink a plenty available from tf&“i
our friends at The Admiral, Dan’s Van Pizza, Deja Brew %
Coffee and Mr. Ice Cream Man. S

3 FREE Fun and Games: Test your skill on our hand-
ﬁ‘\r}- crafted traditional games and win Light Up Clifton
4 Lollipops!

The Village Christmas Tree:

kindly donated by Don Brace of Clifton Bury Farm,
will be lit at 5.00 pm, be sure to be there for the big
countdown!!

18
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Free Entr

nghtUpCllftOn@gmaH com
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Get ready for Christmas with:
Christingle
Sunday 1st December

@ 4.00
All Saints Church

Christingle is a joyful celebration that brings families and
communities together to share the light of Jesus and spread a
message of hope whilst also raising money for the Children's
Society's excellent work.

Everyone is welcome to come
idrens | d share the light,
“Soiery” [eagll  @lONg and share The light, joy

and hope.

Sunday )
15th December
@ 6.00 pm
Carols 4 Christmas

All Saints Church
Refr'eshmens & Raffle

20




The Darkest Night Service
Wednesday 18th December
at 4.00 pm
All Saints Church, Clifton

This service is around the shortest day and is for all
those who are grieving the loss of a loved one or are
in need of comfort for any loss or worry.

There will be lovely traditional
carols, prayers for healing and
restorative readings to comfort
the soul.

Come and light a candle to
remember a loved one and write a
ﬁ message on a star for them fo be
kept in our prayers.

Do come along to this
service which will be
followed by
refreshments and chat.




Pantomime

Puss in Boots

by Norman Robins

Saturday 25 January 2.00 pm & 7.30 PM
Sunday 26 January 2.00 pm
Friday 31 JANUARY 7.30pm

Saturday 1 February 2.00 pm & 7.30 pm

Sunday 2 February 2.00 pm

Meppershall Village Hall,
Walnut Tree Way, Meppershall, SG17 5AB

Adults £13, children £9. Family of 4 just £40

available online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/hats-drama
or phone 0333 666 3366 (booking fees apply)

www.hatsdramagroup.org.uk
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CLIFTON
COMMEMORATIONS

AND CELEBRATIONS
x FOR VE DAY 80

A reminder of the dates for your 2025 diaries:

m  Thursday 8™ May 2025 from 7:30pm

VE Day 80 Commemorative Beacon

Lighting on Grange Street. SNTWTES

12 1314 151617
18 19 20 21222324
2526 27282930 31

m Friday 9™ May 2025 4pm to 8pm
Clifton VE Day 80 StrEAT Party, on
Clifton Playing Field. N

m Saturday 10™ May 2025 2pm to 6pm Family Fun Day,
Clifton Playing Field and Community Centre.

m  Sunday 11™ May 2025 3pm service at The War Memorial
followed by refreshments and activities in the churchyard.

If you are looking for a project now the evenings are drawing
in..

We are still recruiting
poppy knitters and
crocheters, and
donations of red and
black wool.

If you would like to be involved in the Commemoration and
Celebrations in any way, of have any ideas for us please contact
CliftonVE80@Gmail.com

If you would like to be involved in any way, please contact:
CliftonVE8O0@6Gmail .com
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Seated Pilates Classes
Mondays 1.30 pm
Thursdays 10.30 am

A simple fun class using seated and optional
standing exercises to improve your strength
and balance to aid everyday living.

One hour £ 6 including a cuppa
No need to book
Cliffon Community Centre
getfitwithtessa@gmail.com

Clifton Walking Group

The Clifton Walking Group is a friendly bunch of local
people who like to walk in the local area and chat along
the way.

We go out most days for about an hour, and once a month do a
longer route of about 6 to 8 miles. We also arrange social events over
the year.

If anyone is interested in joining us please contact Suzanne on:
ionssuzanne@gmail.com or 07933 709006

O

Joyce Marchant \\ ﬁ '

11 Clifton Park, S617 557
Light Alterations ﬁ:]

07864 682452 G@@
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The Clifton Chronicles

The Clifton Chronicles is produced entirely by a band of happy and
dedicated volunteers from across the village who variously, edit, print,
collate, staple, fold, count, bag and eventually deliver the magazine
through letterboxes throughout the village

there are over 60 of usl!

As with most groups of volunteers we are all retired, some of us for a
long time! We need more people to come and help us keep this amazing
village magazine going—it’s being going for way over 40 years already,
which is really bucking the national trend.

X you would consider taking on a delivery round, not necessarily
around where you live yourself, then get in touch

X i you would like to come on the last Thursday of each month to
help with collation, get in touch or just come along 9.30-11.30

X Just come along to see what we do on Thursday 28th November,
tea and mince pies at about 10.30 am

You will be made welcome.
Kathy Blackmore, Email: chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

New business starting up in Clifton:

Your Clifton Cat Care

Local, reliable cat Pop In's
To care & nurture your beloved feline friends
For information call: 07749828317 or Email:

Charmaine.rogers19@outlook.com

dRgdhs dRE AN
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Church Floodlighting Sponsor:

January
Sponsor Dedication
Not published In memory of Diane Haigh

All Saints’ Church Clifton
Let there be Light
To mark your special occasion in this way and help us keep our church
safe contact: benefice.admin@clifton-beds.co.uk
or 01462 816451

Clifton Planning Applications Update
Decisions at 14" November 2024

CB/24/03159/0UT — NEW SITE in CLIFTON PARISH. 7"
November — Land between 96 and 117, Hitchin Road SG17
5JD. Erection of up to 60 new dwellings. Consultation
Period.

CB/24/02293/FULL — 7" November — 9, Clifton House Close SG17 5EQ
Demolition of conservatory and replace with single storey extension.
Consultation Period.

CB/24/03082/4/NMA — 28" October — 28, Church Street SG17 5ET.
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of single storey dwelling.
Application Registered,

CB/24/02888/FULL — 14" October — 12/13, Earl Close SG17 5RS.
Detached 1 bed single storey dwelling. Consultation Period.

CB/24/02573/FULL — 12" September — 47, Harwood Lane SG17 5NW
First floor extension with windows, Juliet balcony and rooflights.
Application Withdrawn

CB/24/02531/FULL — 11th September — 20, Herberts Meadow SG17
5FU. 2 storey rear extension. Granted.

CB/24/00921/FULL - 10" June — Clifton Cricket Club, Stanford Road
SG17 5EU. Erection of new club pavilion. Awaiting Decision.

CB/23/03567/FULL 15" November — 39, Shefford Road, SG17 5RQ
Erection of new 2 bed bungalow. Awaiting Decision.
Tony Hyde — Clifton Action Group

CLIFTON
RESIDENTS'
ASSOCIATION
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Advertisement Page F

§ STEPHEN J NOTT
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Sinclair Firewood NICIEC REGISTERED 023267
07870396007
01462 814531
_ . ALL WORK CERTIFIED
Local supplier of quality seasoned UNDER
hardwood lOgS delivered in Clifton & PART P REGU LATIONS
surrounding villages
2024 prices £130 per Bulk bag Tel: 07774 954494

www.sinclairfirewood.com Email: s.nott@btconnect.com

DR.
LAWNMOWERS

SERVICING & REPAIRS
Garden Machinery Servicing & Repairs
Clifton Village
 Lawnmower Servicing & Repairs
* Hedge trimmers Servicing & Repairs
» Strimmers Servicing & Repairs
* Chainsaw Servicing & Repairs
Mobile: 07300464582

P J Coles Upholstery Est 1992
Unit A6 Manor Farm Meppershall Road
Upper Stondon SG16 6LJ

01462 816726 07767 250023
Commercial & domestic.

Re-upholistery & bespoke projects.
Sofas, chairs & dining chairs.

Spring repairs & cushion replacements. ‘

-

picupholistery abtconnect.com

www.pjcolesupholstery.co.uk ' - ;(‘.jl
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L E G s PLUMBING AND HEATING SERVICES
B u M S Localy based in Henlow
T U M s Well established company
m GAS SAFE registered
Tel: 07850 441762
email: robgooda@aol.com

+ Easy to follow
¢ Low impact
+ Allround fitness

REGISTER
o |deal for over 50s

G & S Services
MONDAYS & THURSDAYS Property Maintenance

7030PM For all your:-
ONLY £6 General Maintenance and Repairs
Noneedtobook Interior/Exterior Painting & Decorating
Clifton Community Centre, Whiston Crescent Bathroom Installations,

| Tiling & Plumbing
Il FUN LOCAL EXERCISE THAT WORKS!

- Tel: 01767 682087
www.getfitwithtessa.com Mobile: 07720 603545

|
L e——

Your Local Independent Opticians

Eye Examinations OPTICIANS

Contact Lenses

Ocular Coherence Tomography with Retinal Photography

01462 811852 www.hingopticians.co.uk
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JWYW BEBAX'TEIR Chirhst Clfon, Bedfordshire SG17 5ES
High class family butcher 01462 812263 www.jwbaxterbutchers.uk

Free range Pork

English Beef, Lamb, Poultry & Game

Award winning Sausages

Large range of Meats & Packs, both for BBQs & Freezing
Home made Pies, Fruit Pies & Cakes

Fresh local seasonal Vegetables

A carefully selected range of Cheeses, Cooked eats, Pre-
serves & Pate

Local Deliveries available

* & & 6 o o o

Leeds Decorating A

Professional Painter & Decorator

Free Estimates N

b 4

George Alexander Living Spaces
01462 374009
www.George-alexander.co.uk

Graham Leeds design@George-alexander.co.uk
. Visit our Showroom
graham_leeds@hotmail.com Unit 6 Hullockpitt Hill
Or Kitchens Newnham Road
Stone Worktops Baldock
07535 262541 Extension Specialist SG7 5DP

Your Local Independent Audiologists

HEARING Hearing Assessments

Ear Wax Removal (Micro-Suction)

Hearing Aid Fitting & Aftercare

Custom Noise Protection

01462 811852
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A G Plumbing Services %
Sheflord) W= 1| Chiropodist

Taps, Tanks, Toilets, Showers,
New Bathroom Installations &
Repairs, Cylinders, Sinks, Drains

Contact Andrew Good: 01462 817220 Gqraeme Ha VLC%
or Mobile: 07815 735433 M.S.S.CH MB.CHA

O Local, Friendly, Reliable Professional

QO Free Estimate & No Call Out Charge

Q ork Fu xplained & Guarantee > 2

3 Notidden Coste e Howme Visits
(c:)I}éEAN 2 H.P.C. Reglstered
REPAIR No. CH=3479

No Fuss, No Mess, No Harsh Chemicals
We clean and repair all makes of Ovens,
Ranges, Hobs, Microwaves and BBQ’s

Call Chris on 15 west Endl
07878 444559 Elstow
or 07954 300043
E: info@ovencleanandrepair.co.uk
www.ovencleanandrepair.co.uk Mob. 0.7"?3 qio 13%6

Friendly and Reliable service

COMER CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
EXTENSIONS AND NEW BUILDS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM SPECIALISTS
LOCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE

07908 090444/01462 619401
www.comerconstructionservices.co.uk

Which?

Trusted trader
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Clifton Wi
Our Charity Coffee Morning was a great
success and a total of £560 will be donated

to our Local Hospice. | would like to take
this opportunity to thank all those who INSPIRING WOMEN
helped in any way especially those who donated cakes, raffle

prizes and cash. A fitting tribute in memory of Mary Morgan and
Linda Patch.

November Meeting

We had a lovely afternoon. Glasses of Prosecco/Orange juice
were handed out to members on entry. After the usual business,
mince pies and chocolate rolls were distributed to each table. The
plates had a corresponding number to a form. After testing,
debating and scoring the 3 varieties of each type of cake, from
best to worst. Scores were given. Sainsbury came out on top of
the Gluten/Free From. A fun activity. Birthday cake and tea
followed by a raffle concluded a busy afternoon.

December Meeting

We will be entertaining members and a few guests from local WI’'s
with a proper afternoon tea (no lunch required). This will be
followed by a Music Quiz and a Christmas Raffle.

January 8th Meeting

Our first Meeting of the New Year 2026!! We will be deciding which
of the Current Resolutions goes forward to County. After which our
President Sue Hyde will be hosting Call My Bluff, which she has
also compiled.

| wish you all, on behalf of The Committee, a very Happy
Christmas and New Year.

Lesley Burton 07722357542

\LADALOALADS




Clifton Neighbourhood Plan

On Wednesday 20" November, residents of Clifton voted either “yes” or
“no” to this question:

‘Do you want Central Bedfordshire Council to use O
the Neighbourhood Plan for Clifton Parish to help
it decide planning applications in the CLIFTON

NEIGHBOURHOOD

neighbourhood area?’ PLAN

There were 678 votes cast, and the result was clearcut. “Yes” received
648 votes, (95.6%), and “No” received 30 votes, (4.4%). No matter where
you put your cross - thank you for taking the time to vote.

We now have a Neighbourhood Plan. It will be used by CBC alongside
planning law and the National Planning Policy Framework, (issued by HM
Government), when development decisions for Clifton are being made.

This will make speculative planning applications less likely to succeed.

It is important that the Plan remains relevant and up to date, so written
into it is a requirement that the Parish Council review it every three years.

Since this is almost certainly our very last Neighbourhood Plan update,
we would like to take this final opportunity to thank everyone who helped
to produce it. It wasn’t easy — many other villages have failed, whilst
others consider it too difficult and time consuming to even attempt.

The names of everyone who contributed time, effort and resources to
pulling it all together are printed on page 117 of the Plan.

Finally, you may be interested in how much all this has cost you, (via
your Parish Council). Many Neighbourhood Plans have cost their
communities tens of thousands of pounds, (we’ve even heard,
anecdotally, of one costing £100,000!)

Your Clifton Neighbourhood Plan cost £51.35. We hope you don’t mind...

Thank you.
Your Clifton Neighbourhood Plan Team




Crime Statistics for September 2024

CRIMINAL DAMAGE - RESIDENTIAL
02/10/2024 Herberts Meadow

HARASSMENT
03/10/2024 Undisclosed

STATE OR PUBLIC ORDER
05/10/2024 Herberts Meadow
12/10/2024 New Road

BURGLARY — BUSINESS OR COMMUNITY
06/10/2024 Shefford Road

CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO A BUILDING - BUSINESS
06/10/2024 Hitchin Road

THEFT OR UNAUTH TAKING OF A MOTOR VEHICLE
31/10/2024 Fairground Way

RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY - HOME
06/10/2024 Whiston Crescent
12/10/2024 Kits Close
18/10/2024 Broad Street

OTHER CRIMINAL DAMAGE
09/10/2024 Stanford Lane

PUBLIC FEAR ALARM OR DISTRESS
10/10/2024 Broad Street
12/10/2024 Shefford Road
17/10/2024 Shefford Road

SHOPLIFTING

11/10/2024 Shefford Road T
17/10/2024 Shefford Road I
31/10/2024 Shefford Road
ASSAULT WITHOUT INJURY PARISH COUNCIL

14/10/2024 Harwood Lane
18/10/2024 Harwood Lane

CRIMINAL DAMAGE TO A VEHICLE
14/10/2024 Church Street

TRAFFICKING OF DRUGS
25/10/2024 West Close

POSSESSION OF OTHER WEAPONS
25/10/2024 West Close

SEXUAL OTHER THEFT
25/10/2024 Undisclosed 31/10/2024 Shefford Road
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RSPB Local Group
Hitchin & Letchworth

Friday December 6th

‘The Birds of Hertfordshire 10 years on’
A talk by Mike llett who is an expert on birds of Hertfordshire. He will tell
us about changes since the book ‘Birds of Hertfordshire’ was published
in 2015.
The Settlement, Letchworth 7.30pm, visitors very welcome £4.

Sunday December 15th
An own transport trip to Fishers Green in the Lee Valley.
Meet 10am at Stubbins Hall Lane car park EN9 2EF 10am.

All our events can be found on our web page:
https://group.rspb.org.uk/hitchinandletchworth

RSPB Local Group
Hitchin & Letchworth

Friday 3rd January

Birds of Costa Rica—James Walsh

The Settlement, Letchworth 7.30pm, visitors very welcome £4.

Saturday 18 January

Public transport trip to Walthamstow Wetlands.

Ten reservoirs plus varied habitat including reedbed, in the lower Lee
Valley. A haven for overwintering wildfowl. Kingfisher & Peregrine
resident. Free. Meet at Reception, Engine House Visitor Centre, N17
9NH Two different walks 10.45am & 1.30pm, prebooking essential.
Leader: Jane Havercroft (hitchinletchworthrspb.trips@outlook.com). .

All our events can be found on our web page:
https://group.rspb.org.uk/hitchinandletchworth
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Margaret Brewer

local author and illustrator

Margaret Brewer has lived her whole life in Bedfordshire,
"John Bunyan's County” as she calls it. Margaret's faith is
central to her life, alongside her other passions of family and
flowers. Since retiring from work as a nursing assistant she
studied with The Society of Botanic Artists and passed with
credit, achieved a City and Guilds in Flower Arranging and won
a silver medal at the Chelsea Flower Show.

Over the years she has incorporated Bpi=
a Christian message with floral )
gr'rang?menf demons‘rr'a;ions.hAn Fy Father’s
egan forming to write down her 1
messages illustrated by paintings of Heart in
the flower arrangements , which has Flowers
then developed into two books.

Book Two

"The Father's Heart in Flowers is an
enchanting tapestry of spiritual
exploration, inviting readers to
behold the profound ftruths and

revelations hidden within the
exquisite beauty of nature's most
delicate creations.”




CLIFTON
PARISH COUNCIL

Clifton Community Centre

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to
use this hall see:

www.cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk

To check availability and make a booking, please contact:

clerk@cliftonbeds-pc.gov.uk
Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or
Kevin Warren on 07546 239784

Booking forms and conditions of hire can be downloaded
from the website.
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Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3" Sunday in the
month.

*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton.

Mondays (term time)
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. — 11.30 a.m. at the Church

Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church

Wednesdays (term time)
Coffeepot 12.00 noon - 1.30 pm at the Church

Fridays (term time)
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. — 11.30 a.m. at the Church

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS .@1

St Francis of Assisi,
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford

Father Fr Prasad Kasireddy MSFS
Deacon Rev Peter Hyde 711702
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton 811547

Sunday Services
Mass 9.00 am

Saturday Service

TBA

Shefford Methodist Church
Minister: Revd Lorna Valentine 813284
Bookings: Chris & Peter 815069

Sunday Service

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, créeche
facilities & refreshments afterwards.

Other activities see the notice-board &
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk

Salvation Army, Stotfold

Church Leaders:  Captains Adrian & Gemma Allen
Contact: 01462-731072

Sunday Services: 10.30 am
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Alphabetic Index of Advertisers
Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them

ge Business Name Page Business Name
I |AG Plumbing Services (Shefford) D James Bqnﬂeld Carpentry &
Construction
K |ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd D Ja”.“es Cullip Decorating &
Maintenance
C |Available C |JDS Property Maintenance Services
E |Available J Julian Biggs C'hlmney Sweeping &
Stove Installation
D [Carrie Molloy Beauty Therapist H [Leeds Painting and Decorating
J [Chris Jones Property Services B |Lucas, Huntley & Co
E Chris MacSweeney - Personal C |Marc Dellar Gardening Services
Estate Agent
| [Comer Construction Services B [Martin Roe Painting & Decorating
K |Courtland Services Partnership B |Music Lessons
J |D P Building & Plastering Services | | [Oven Clean & Repair
F [Dr.Lawnmowers F [P JColes - Upholstery
E [Dynamic Theatre Dance School F |Patrick Sinclair Logs
D |E. H. Crouch Funeral Directors C Petef H Wright & Son (Plumbing &
Heating Ltd)
C |Foot Health Professional G |RDG Plumbing & Heating Services
G G & S Services Property A |Shefford Dental Surgery
Maintenance
H |George Alexander Living Spaces J |Shefford Osteopathic Clinic
G |Get Fit With Tessa B |Stefan Baltruschat Plasterwork
A |Go Planning F [Stephen J Nott - Electrical Contractor
| [Graeme Harley Chiropodist D ([The Carpet Cleaner
H [Hing Hearing C [The Home Fairy
G [Hing Opticians A |The Peacock Café
E |l R Quince Monumental Mason Ltd | B [The White Rooms
K |J Child Plumbing & Gas Engineer | A |W&H Peacock Auctioneers
H |J W Baxter Family Butcher
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In pain, lacking mobility?
We can help you reach
your full potential.

14a Clifton Road

Shefford ) o
SG17 5AE Shefford Osteopathic Clinic

enquiries@ohris]ones-propertyservioes.oom e

Chris Jones Property Services ﬁ

Chris Jones orss0 70319

PROPERTY SERVICES LTD

e Renovations e Tiling e  Bathrooms and En-suite Refurbishments

JULIAN BIGGS - CHIMINEY SWEEPING &
D.P Building & Plastering STOVE INSTALLATION

SE[‘Vi[:ES HETAS registerad stove installation

<7

Member of the Institute of Chimney Sweeps

Full brush & vacuum sweep

Extensions, Patios, Renovations Chimney Safety Certificate issued
Garden Ponds & Fencing Bird guards fitted
| Local, reliable & professional service
07513 137519 / 01462 815088 01767 627592/07950 705479 %&
/|
[ ]
_— ==
All Aspects of Building Work S
E 1
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MECHAMNICAL PLUMBING GAS
i Trusted trader

.

We cover Domestic and Commercial Plumbing and Heating work

Boiler installation, servicing and repairs.
Underfloor Heating Installation, servicing and repairs.
General Plumbing and Heating repairs and servicing.

Contact: info@jchildplumbing.co.uk
01462 413413

ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd

EST 2004

All building work undertaken
Property Maintenance & refurbishments, Kitchens & Bathrooms
All trades covered, free estimates & advice
Fully insured & references supplied upon request

'\N Friendly and professional service
TRADING Office 01462 624152 Mobile 07979 865527
STANDARDS Email asb247@btinternet.com
APPROVED Web www.asb24-7.co.uk

Bedfordshire

Courtland Services Partnership

Clifton Bedfordshire

Computer systems, support and maintenance
Network and server installation specialists
Computer hardware, software and peripherals supplied to businesses and home users
Repairs and upgrades

IT strategy

Broadband internet solutions c
Part-time IT management and support contracts

S

TELEPHONE: 01462 816973
EMAIL: KGray@courtland-services.co.uk
www.courtland-services.co.uk
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