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Who’s Who in Clifton

February 2021
Covid Month 10

Rector

Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close,
Clifton. rector4clifton@gmail.com

01462
615499

Churchwardens

Kevin Gray, 21 Fairground Way
Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane

812820
816451

Readers

Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane
Ruth Gray, 21 Fairground Way

811303
812820

Peter Maundrell,
22 Beech Avenue, Biggleswade
Frank Rivett
27 Purcell Way, Shefford

01767
314621

PCC Secretary

Pat Wisby, 51 Pedley Lane

816451

Church Hall
Bookings

Mothers’ Union

Ruth and Kevin Gray
21 Fairground Way
Philippa Whittington
27 Purcell Way, Shefford
Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton

Messy Church

Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820

Head-teacher

Mrs Carol Ward

628444

School
Governors

Chair: Philippa Whittington
Vice-chair: Peter Blackmore

851816
646371

School Bookings

Justine McCarthy,

628444

PTA

Kerrie Cope, Kate Barker, (Joint Chairs)
Email: cliftonallsaintspta@gmail.com

Dear Fellow Residents

We are nearly there!
Of course there have been great sadnesses and as a community
we will be poorer for some of the people who have died in the
last year but many of our residents have already had the Covid
vaccine and many others are awaiting the call from our brilliant
Health Centre, hang on in there.

All Saints’ Church

Clifton certainly celebrated Christmas, thank you and well done
to everyone who contributed to the festive and bright
atmosphere of our village during the darkest days of the year.
See pages 10, 18 & 19 for some of the ways people got involved.
The message this month is:

Keep Well, Keep Fit, Beat Covid 19!
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Parish Council
Chairman
Clerk (Community
Centre bookings)

851816

812820
851816
629690

Ray Dart, 8 Alexander Close

811590

Kerri Kilby
parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk

07547
129038

MP
Nadine Dorries,

nadine.dorries.mp@parliament.uk

Councillors
Henlow, Arlesey,
Henlow Camp &
Stondon

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close,
Henlow SG16 6PH,
Ian Dalgarno, 172 High Street,
Arlesey SG15 6TB,
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0300300
8563

735510
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Chronicles

Editor

Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage,
47 Church Street, Clifton

646371

Advertising

Advertising year runs May to April
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

646371

Distribution

John Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton

812596

Biggleswade
Gardening Club

Mr A Gray
www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net

01767
221428

Brownies
Clifton Action
Group
Care Scheme

Email: firstcliftonbrownies@outlook.com
www.girlguiding.org.uk
Mrs Diana Talbot, Secretary.
Infofromcag@gmail.com

811989

Friends All
Saints Church

07817 614654
Chairman: Rob Davidson
Email: cliftonbedscc@gmail.com
V-Chair: Josh Scandrett: 07805 427129
Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close
k.pledger@ntlworld.com

Football Club

Jason Shacklock,

Guides

www.girlguiding.org.uk

Langford
Tennis Club

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
Contact; Paul Metcalfe

700991

Police Contact

The snr community officer:
PS Simon BUTLER, Based in Biggleswade

01234
842531

Cricket Club

Other village organisations

Providence
Baptist Church
Rainbows
Residents
Association
Scouts
(All ages)

07376
490434
629020
816881

cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
girlguiding.org.uk
BobSmith, Secretary
30 New Road

Dear Friends,
I’m trying to keep my glass half full, and not
just with whisky or gin!
February is the month where I begin to enjoy
the lighter mornings and sense the warmer days
approaching; soon messages about love and
Valentine’s Day will be all over the place. I am
keeping mindful to be that glass half-full
person.
My Christian faith reminds me that God is love. God gave us his
only Son, He understands letting go and sacrifice. That
sacrificial love and care is also evident in the people we know
or meet, especially those in the NHS and Care Homes, and the
work of our scientists reminds me to keep my glass half full, to
keep faith and nurture hope. My glass is half full of hope, as
the vaccination programme rolls out and more people can now
help others by reducing the risk of catching Covid.
Faith, hope and love. The greatest of
these is love. As we prepare for Lent on
the 17th February on Ash Wednesday,
and prepare ourselves spiritually for
Easter. Let us reflect on a glass that is
not just half full but one that overflows.
Psalm 23 verse 5. God can keep our glass
full and provide for us, never leaving us
to want.
Every Blessing, Revd Caren

812336

gsl@henlowcliftonscoutgroup.co.uk

For all details of online church services see:
https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/

Toddlers

cliftontoddlers@gmail.com

WI

Linda Patch

814517

FB and YouTube link also available:

Woodlands

Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk
thewoodlands1@btconnect.com

811486

https://www.facebook.com/CofECliftonBeds
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All Saints’ Church

From the Registers
Funeral at Crematorium
21st December 2020

Thomas John Pugh

Funeral and Burial
nd

22

January 2021

Charles Henry Klempster

Funeral followed by Cremation
25th January 2021

Don Bradman Jackson

29th January 2021

Donald Forsyth Killick

Church currently closed
for public worship

Funerals can still be held in church
contact Revd Caren for details

We will reopen for public worship as soon as we can safely do so.
The decision will be reviewed 22nd February 2021
See website for updates:

https://www.clifton-beds.co.uk/
The PCC of All Saints Church, Clifton passed the following resolution:
Resolution of All Saints Church, Clifton
in the Diocese of St Alban’s

In Loving Memory
We are deeply saddened to announce the
passing of Miles Lewis, aged 54, who passed
away on Saturday 9th January 2021. Miles
leaves his wife Yo, children Freya and Harry,
step children Kayte and Nathan, and
grandchildren Ava and Jackson.

Miles worked at Samuel Whitbread Academy
(SWA) for 26 years and had phenomenal impact on
everyone at the school. Later, he moved to the
Academy of Central Beds to be an Assistant
Headteacher. During his time at SWA he taught
PE, science and geography. He was a keen
sportsman and played centre for Letchworth Rugby
Club 1st XV; but, his real passion was pastoral work
and supporting young people as their Head of Year,
as well as supporting and mentoring members of staff in their
pastoral roles. He pioneered the idea of working across two
schools, and supported our transition process by taking year
groups from Year 8 in Robert Bloomfield through Year 9 to Year
11 at SWA. Miles was an outstanding Head of Year: he supported
thousands of students through the highs and lows of their
teenage years. We have seen countless comments online from
staff and ex-students describing the impact he had on their lives
and how he will always be remembered in their hearts.
Everyone who knew Miles couldn’t help but be struck by his
incredibly generous and caring personality and his overwhelming
desire to help people. An ex-student had the wonderful idea of
building a memorial garden on our school site, which will be a quiet
space for students and staff to remember Miles, but also
somewhere for anyone to visit in order to reflect and collect
their thoughts. If you would like to contribute then please visit
this JustGiving link.

(Samuel Whitbread Academy news p 21-22)

At a meeting held on Tuesday 12th January 2021, members of the PCC
voted unanimously to continue the closure of the church for public worship until at least 7th March 2021. This decision will be reviewed on
Monday 22nd February 2021.
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CLIFTON CARE SCHEME
STAY SAFE AND WELL
Despite the current restrictions the Care Scheme is still up
and running albeit offering a reduced service in these difficult
times. Please do not hesitate to give us a call on …...

07817 614654 …..
if you need help or advice. Rest assured we will do our best to
respond.
The NHS and the Police have notified us of scams currently
doing the rounds about the Coronavirus vaccine. The vaccine is
provided by the NHS and is free of charge. At no point will
you be asked to pay.
It has been a difficult start to the New Year but hopefully as
the vaccine is rolled out life will become a little easier and we
can look forward to 2021 being a better year.

Reverse
Advent Box
Appeal
From all of us All Saints Church, Clifton. We had the most amazing
generous response to our Reverse Advent Box appeal at Christmas.
The idea was to put an item of food in a festively decorated box for
each day during Advent (starting on 1st December) and by Christmas
Day boxes would be full. The NEED Project wanted an ample supply
of food for January as this is a month when many families find it
particularly difficult to put food on the table.
Thank you so very much for your kind donations. The boxes were
delivered to The Need Project on at the beginning of January and
they were truly grateful. We are in touch with The Need Project
and will be helping them move forward. Just some of the boxes:

Happy New Year
Another lockdown and very
different weather this time
around ! It's certainly not as
easy to motivate yourself to get
out for your daily exercise
allowance.
I know some of you have received your vaccinations
and hopefully this is the beginning of the end of Covid
19.
Take care everyone and stay safe
Sue Trueman, 850181
9
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PETER H WRIGHT
&SON
(Plumbing & Heating Limited)

Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel
&
Solar Installations
‘Glenmore’, New Road, Clifton
Tel: 01462 814623
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07950 717555
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Biggleswade & Sandy Lions
The sleigh has been put into hibernation for another year,
the reindeer have been put out to pasture and Santa is
social distancing at the North Pole. It is with regret that
Rudolph was not able to complete his pre Christmas tour of
the area due to Covid. Things are not looking good for the
coming year with lockdown in place which is almost
certainly going to continue for some months. We shall be at any fetes or
fairs as soon as we can and will look forward to seeing you there.
We thought you might like to know what we have been doing during the
past year when we have not been able to see you. We did manage to
take Santa on a tour of five of our planned routes before lockdown. We
have been unable to distribute food parcels this year but have made
donations of £2,600 to each of the two local Food banks (Preens and
Need) which we hope supported the local community. There have also
been other small donations where we were able to assist relief of
hardship.
The problem is to be able to keep funds flowing in so that we can
continue to provide help and assistance where it is so desperately
needed.
If you can help in any way we shall be pleased to receive
your donation. Full details of how to give are on our
website www.bslions.org.uk. If you would like any further
information about Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
please contact 01462 814693.

Toddler Church
Zoom,
Fortnightly on Tuesdays

Church Bell Ringing during Covid-19
Some of you will have heard the church bells
ringing over Christmas and for Sunday services,
when they take place and may be wondering how
we are able to do this within the current guidelines.

The Tower Diagram

The tower at Clifton has 4 floors. On the ground
floor is the choir vestry. Above that is the ringing
room that can be seen from the church. On the next
floor is the clock room where the carillon and clock
mechanism live and the top floor are the bells.
To ring the bells, the ropes need to pass from the
bells through the clock room to the ringing room.
When the initial restrictions came in, meaning that
only 2 households could meet indoors we changed
the ropes on some of the bells so that we could ring
them from the clock room. However, this meant that
we were trying to ring together without any visual
aids – a bit like a choir where some of the singers
are upstairs and some downstairs. So, using a
small video camera and a screen, ringers in the
ringing room can see the those in the clock room
and communication is generally by hand signals.
We have also put ‘tell tales’ (see picture on right) on
the ropes of the bells being rung from the ringing
room as a guide to those in the clock room.

Bells

Clock Room

Ringing Room
Choir vestry

Current restrictions mean that there is no
internal mixing of households so we are limited
to one household per room. Over Christmas we
were able to ring 5 bells with Frank and myself
in the clock room and Russell, Terry and Nick
Brown in the ringing room as a household
bubble.
Downstairs Browns Bubble Band

09.30-10.30

We will continue to ring as much as we can within the guidelines but look
forward to being able to ring all the bells and welcome the rest of our
local ringers (and any interested learners) back in the tower.

9th and 23rd February 2021

Philippa Whittington, Tower Captain
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Hitchin & Letchworth RSPB Group
are now holding our evening talks on Zoom.
Our next talk is on:

Friday February 5th @ 7.30pm
by the well-known British birder, author and journalist:

Dominic Couzens

Clifton Celebrated Christmas 2020
Just a few photographs of the ways our community came
together and celebrated Christmas.
Thanks to Fran Rolfe for organising the amazing Advent
Window display and to All Saints Church Social Committee for
the Christmas Tree Festival—both throughout the village.
Thanks also to the Residents Association for the wonderful
tree outside the Admiral. We are fortunate to have so many
creative and community minded people in our village.

‘Thirty Birds to see in your Lifetime’
This promises to be an interesting and entertaining evening and all
are welcome – email Martin on martinrjspc@hotmail.com to
receive a link to join the zoom meeting

Pre-Lent Quiz
Saturday 13th February
8.00 via Zoom
£5 per connection
✓

To book your place and for further details, please email the
Social Committee at social@clifton-beds.co.uk

✓

Sign up as individuals, we will mix and match the groups
during the evening.

✓

Between the rounds, there will be opportunities to chat
informally in groups.
This event is in place of our traditional Pre-lent Supper.
Money raised will go to the church.
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Get Fit with Tessa

FREE

Fitness & Pilates Classes
Every weekday during lockdown

9.30 & 10.15

There is something for everyone but if you are worried about
exercising because of health reasons do contact Tessa first.
Some of the classes on offer:

Super Seated Exercise

20 minutes of seated and standing exercises designed to improve strength,
flexibility and balance + FUN

Fitness Pilates

35 minutes Pilates class for more experienced people. To challenge core and
overall body strength + 5 minutes relaxation

Wake Up

30 minute low impact cardio exercise + stretching to finish

Pilates 4 All

35 minutes for beginners upwards + relaxation

Trees in the
Churchyard

10 minute HIIT

To burn some calories, we warm and ready, this is high intensity!

https://en-gb.facebook.com/GetFitWithTessa/
http://www.getfitwithtessa.com/

Tree AND Advent
Window!
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Samuel Whitbread Academy
Happy New Year to you all.
I hope you and your family managed to get together
over the winter break; although it may have been via
Zoom or WhatsApp, we all know how important it is
that we continue to stay connected and support each
other. This has certainly been a start to a new year
like no other, with a third national lockdown being announced the day
before term started and schools being closed across the country, except
for critical worker and vulnerable children. This was followed by the
announcement that GCSE and A Level exams were cancelled, which
has caused considerable uncertainty for students, their families and staff.
The consultation on the plans for how the grades will be awarded this
summer have now been released and the details on how you can give
your views are in the letter from Mr Butler, sent out this week.
Over the Christmas break the Academy had to organise a Lateral Flow
Testing facility capable of testing over 500 staff and students per day.
We have an exceptional team leading on this and we are proud to not
only have this set up for our students and staff, but to also offer the tests
to staff at two lower schools and three nurseries in our local area, as we
work together to reduce the spread of the virus.
Having anticipated that schools may close at some point this year, we
were well prepared and had our remote learning provision in place. We
learnt an incredible amount from trialling live lessons in the summer term
and I’m proud to say that from day one we managed to deliver 100% live
lessons to Year 11 & 13, and a minimum of 50% live lessons to Years 9,
10 & 12. Attendance and levels of engagement continue to be excellent
and I’d like to congratulate all the staff and students who adapted
quickly, stepping up to yet another challenge in education . As you would
expect, the usual levels of staff sickness and absence mean it’s
impossible to provide 100% to all year groups but the feedback from the
vast majority of you, in the recent survey from Mrs Linehan, has
highlighted to us how much parents have appreciated the work we are
doing.
When the government announced that schools were closing and the
GCSE and A Level exams were cancelled, there was a glaring omission
over the arrangements for BTECs. That evening the Department for
Education sent further communications stating BTEC exams scheduled
for that week should go ahead, then the next evening the position
changed and individual schools were left to decide for themselves if they
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could run the exams safely or not. With only hours until our next
scheduled examination, we made the decision to go ahead with the
exams as planned, allowing our students to make their own decision to
attend or not. We know that this caused some upset for the families, but
hopefully it's clear that our decision to go ahead with the exams that
week was made in the best interest of our students.
Online Parents Evenings are certainly one of the initiatives that parents
have fully supported in the last year and these will continue. The next
parents’ evening for Year 11 will be an extremely important one for our
students. To provide as many time slots as possible for parents, we are
suspending lesson five for all students on February 4th and starting the
parents evening at 2pm. All students will be set independent work via
Google Classroom for lesson five that day. During the parents evening,
subject teachers will talk through with their students, how they can
improve their knowledge and skills over the coming months.
Mr McReynolds, Olivia, Sam, Jensen and Mrs Linehan were on the 6pm
ITV Anglia News this week, talking about ways to make live lessons more
engaging by conducting live experiments online, please see the link
below. The feature was well received and there were some great
comments by the TV presenters about the lesson. At the same time our
Netball Coach, Jo Trip, was playing for the All Stars team against
England on Sky Sports, which is the first of several games being played
this week. It was fantastic to see netball being played at this level on TV
again and to see one of our teachers right in the middle of the action.
Finally, you will probably have seen on social media that we received the
incredibly sad news last week of the passing of Miles Lewis, a former
teacher at SWA. Miles worked at SWA for 26 years and had a massive
impact on the school. We have read hundreds of comments online from
staff and ex-students talking about their memories of working with Miles,
his endless optimism and generosity of spirit. In the tribute that we have
posted on our website and on facebook is a link to a JustGiving site, set
up by an ex-student, to raise funds for a garden to be built in memory of
Miles. We think this is a lovely idea and give it our full support, along with
Miles’ family. The garden will be situated in a quiet part of the school
grounds and will be open to anyone who wants to sit and remember
Miles, as well as friends and loved ones they may have lost during this
pandemic. See page 8.
I’ll finish by saying that probably like you, I feel the roll out
of the vaccine has given a new sense of hope for
everyone and I look forward to seeing our students back
in school as soon as possible.
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AEROBICS CLASSES
Mondays and Thursdays at
7.30pm
Clifton Community Centre
£5 adults & £3 teens

No need to book – just come
along.
Everyone is welcome!
Fitness Pilates and Seated Pilates
Exercise classes are also available
For more info contact Tessa on
07787 970810

www.getfitwithtessa.com
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JW BAXTER
High class family butcher








01462 812263

Chiropodist

Free range Pork
English Beef, Lamb, Poultry & Game
Award winning Sausages
Large range of Meats & Packs, both for BBQs & Freezing
Home made Pies, Fruit Pies & Cakes
Fresh local seasonal Vegetables
A carefully selected range of Cheeses, Cooked Meats, Preserves
& Pate
Local Deliveries available

Graeme Harley
M.S.S.CH M.B.CH.A

Home Visits
H.P.C. Registered
No. CH23479

15 New Street
Shefford
Tel: 01462 630356
Mob: 0773 910 1396

COMER CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
A LL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN
E XTENSIONS AND NEW BUILDS
K ITCHEN AND BATHROOM SPECIALISTS
L OCAL FRIENDLY SERVICE
F ULL DESIGN AND BUILD SERVICE AVAILABLE

07908 090444/01462 619401
www.comerconstructionservices.co.uk
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Clifton Planning Applications Update

3 bedroom detached house with integrated garage, along with a new
single storey garage for the remaining house. Application withdrawn

Central Beds Decisions to 14 January 2021

CB/20/03829/FULL – 26 October 2020 – 52 Newis Crescent SG17 5HU.
Single storey rear extension and part first floor front extension. Granted

CB/21/00040/FULL – 8 January 2021 – 21 Miles Drive
SG17 5HS. Single storey side extension. Consultation
Period
CB/20/04642/OUT – 5 January 2021- Land to rear of
210/228 Shefford Road SG17 5QS. Demolition of 21- Shefford Road and
erection of up to 29 dwellings. Consultation Period
CB/20/04778/FULL – 30 December 2020 – Hillcroft, 68 New Road SG17
5JL. New storey outbuilding for use as garage and dog grooming, with
office above. Consultation Period
CB/20/04717/FULL – 23 December 2020 – 2 Stockbridge Road SG17
5HA. Conversion of detatched garage to office/recreation space.
Consultation Period
CB/20/04572/DOC – 22 December 2020 – Land adjacent to 35 Hitchin
Lane SG17 5RS. Discharge on Condition 3. Discharge of Condition
Decision Released
CB/20/04588/FULL – 16 December 2020 – 10 Burrows Close SG17
5EG. Two storey front extension with gabled roof, two storey and first
floor side extension. Consultation Period
CB/20/04515/DOC – 10 December 2020 – Clifton House SG17 5ET.
Discharge of Condition 3. Discharge of Condition Decision Released

CB/20/04495/LDCP – 9 December 2020 – 37A Shefford Road SG17
5RG. Proposed garage conversion and front porch. Granted
CB/20/0444/FULL – 8 December 020 – 98 New Road SG217 5JJ.
Conversion of existing stable to detached 3 bed dwelling. Awaiting
Decision
CB/20/04393/VOC – 7 December 2020 – Land north of The Grange
SG17 5EW. Minor dwellings – variation of condition number 11 of
planning permission. Awaiting Decision
CB/20/04362/FULL – 2 December 2020 – 204 Shefford Road SG17 5QS.
Two storey side and rear extension, one storey rear extension, loft
conversation, new double garage and new front wall with a new gate and
new proposed access. Awaiting Decision
CB/20/04295/FULL – 27 November 2020 – 10 Birch Close SG17 5QY.
Demolition of two existing single storey garages and the construction of a
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(Continued on page 28)

CB/20/03726/DOC – 16 October 2020 – Clifton House SG17 5ET.
Discharge of Conditions 6, 15, 17 from planning permission.
Consultation Period
CB/20/03567/FULL – 6 October 2020 – 24 Manor Close SG17 5EJ.
Proposed demolition of existing conservatory & erection of single storey
front, side and rear extensions. Granted
CB/20/03211/DOC – 10 September 2020 – Clifton House SG17 5ET.
Discharge of Condition 4. Application Registered
CB/20/03036/DOC – 27 August 2020 – Clifton House SG17 5ET.
Discharge of Conditions 2 & 3 also 12 & 16. Application Registered
CB/20/02436/VOC – 17 July 2020 – Clifton Farm, SG17 5EX. Variation
to Condition 13 of Planning Permission. Awaiting Decision
CB/20/01762/NMA – 2 June 2020 – Land adjacent to 34 Hitchin Lane.
Proposals to make a safer and attractive landscape. Application
Registered
CB … 3/DOC – 19 May 2020 – Clifton Farm SG17 5EX. Discharge of
Condition 3. Decision Released
CB/20/01462&3/DOC – 6&5 May 2020 - ~The Grange SG17 5EW.
Discharge of Condition 2 to Planning Permission CB/17/01630/FULL
(Two storey and single storey extension to the house repair of barn store
wall and conversion of space for inclusion in annex repair of collapsed
roof to open barn/outbuilding). Discharge of Condition of Condition 3
from planning permission CB/17/01631/LB (Listed Building, two storey
and single storey extension to the house repair of barn store wall and
conversion of space for inclusion of annex repair of collapsed roof to
open barn/outbuilding). Application Registered
CB/20/00350/DOC – 4 Feb 2020 – Land adjacent to 34, Hitchin Lane.
Discharge of conditions 2, 3, 4 and 5 against planning permission.
Application Registered
CB/18/01518/OUT – 8 May 2018 – Land off New Road SG17 5JH.
Proposed 25 dwellings Awaiting Decision
Bob Smith, Clifton Residents’ Association
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Clifton Churchyard

Clifton Neighbourhood Plan
The following draft sections of the Clifton
Neighbourhood Plan are now on our website, and
comments are very much encouraged. There are two
new ones, Heritage & Community and Character
Assessment.

Electric car charging points

We would like to repeat a short version of last months’ request about
electric car charging points because this is really important. One
possibility is to install one or two charging points in the Community
Centre car park. For this to be effective we would need to ensure access
is less restricted than it is at present. Another idea is to position a few
charge points strategically around the village, prioritising locations where
residents do not have the option of off-street parking.
It is important to understand that electric cars are not generally charged
in the same way petrol cars are filled up when the tank is getting low on
fuel. Electric vehicles tend to be topped up little and often. We could offer
competitive charging costs which favour Clifton Residents This would
discourage charging “tourists” and ensure the points were available when
residents needed them. Your views are vital to this project so please take
a few minutes to consider the following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Do you own or are you actively considering purchasing an electric
or hybrid powered motor vehicle?
If yes, would you make use of a public charging point if they were
available in Clifton?
If points were made available where would you prefer them to be
positioned?
What distance from your home would you consider a reasonable
distance to travel to top up your car?
Would the availability of charging points in the village increase your
likelihood of owning an electric/hybrid vehicle?
Do you have any comments you would like to be taken into
consideration?

Please email your thoughts and keep an eye our web-site:
www.cliftonvillageplan.com and also our
Facebook page “Clifton Village Neighbourhood Plan” - or you can call us
on 07711 687456.
Things are moving quickly now!
Thank you from your Neighbourhood Plan team!
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A place for peace and quiet reflection
We endeavour to make our churchyard a place of peace and quiet
reflection for those who are coming to visit the graves of their loved
ones. Each of us has individual needs as we work through grief and
although the regulations covering this burial space do seem onerous
they are there to provide a lovely place for all those who visit.
Responsibility for maintaining our churchyard in Clifton rests with
the Parochial Church Council. We receive a grant from the Parish
Council but most of the cost is met by members of the congregation.
We have a contractor who regularly cuts the grass during the
growing season and this is supplemented by people in the parish who
volunteer to help with annual maintenance tasks in working parties.
Please help us by following the regulations in this article and by
disposing of any flowers or other vegetation in the compost area
(behind the holly hedge) Please put all wreaths, plastic, metal and
paper in the wheelie bin.
All Saints’ Clifton churchyard is part of our Christian heritage to
provide for the reverent burial of those of who die in the parish.
Ownership of all grave spaces remains vested in the Parish Priest;
responsibility for management of the churchyard rests with the
Parish Priest and the Parochial Church Council within the regulations
of the Diocese of St Albans published in 2004. A full copy of the
regulations is available from the parish priest or from the Diocesan
website. Funeral directors can provide guidance on dimensions for
memorials and we include some key points from the regulations below.

1. Regulations for Garden of Remembrance
for burial of cremated remains

▪

Ashes after cremation must not be scattered or strewn but shall
be buried loose, directly into the burial plot allocated

▪

Memorial plaques can be mounted on the wall within the
dimensions allowed and to include a simple inscription with the
person’s name, relevant dates, and the grid reference to the
burial plot

▪

Flowers or other floral tributes may be left near the plaques on
the wall, but must not be placed on the grass
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2. Churchyard regulations for burials
▪

No tombstone or other monument may be introduced, renewed,
removed or altered without first obtaining permission

▪

Headstones and crosses must be within the dimensions allowed

▪

Monuments and memorials shall be of natural stone or oak and
non-reflective and should not include any advertisement or
trademark

▪

Only one memorial or monument is permitted on each grave

▪

Grave spaces must be level and grassed about a year after the
interment

▪

Flower vases may be incorporated into the headstone but
separate flower vases elsewhere in the grave space are not
permitted.

▪

Fresh flowers are permitted within vases and bulbs may be
planted in the grave space

▪

Other items are not permitted; these include but are not limited
to: artificial flowers, perennials, shrubs or photographs

▪

Items not permitted within the regulations or dead flowers will
be removed during regular maintenance of the churchyard
Thank you, Revd Caren

O Father of all, we pray to thee for
those, whom we love, but see no longer.
Grant them thy peace; let light perpetual
shine upon them; and in thy loving wisdom
and almighty power work in them the
good purpose of thy perfect will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
AMEN

Clifton Community Centre
We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to
use this hall see:
www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre
To check availability and make a booking, please contact:

parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk
Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or
Bob Anderson on 07546 239784
Booking forms and conditions of hire can be
downloaded from the website.

Providence Baptist Church – Clifton
Sunday Services

*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3rd Sunday in the
month.
*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton.

Mondays (term time)

Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church
Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church

Thursdays (term time)

Coffeepot 11.30am - 1pm at the Church

Fridays (term time)

Mums & Tots 10 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. at the Church

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS

Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets
Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them

St Francis of Assisi,
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford
Father
Deacon
Parish Secretary
Sunday Services
St Francis
Saturday Service
St Francis

Canon Bennie Noonan
Rev Peter Hyde
Rose Boulton

9.00 am

PAGE

813436
711702
811547

5.15 pm

I1

AG Plumbing Services

E1

Angelina Wells Photography

K3, K4
D6

11.00 am

I5, I6

Comer Construction

Revd Lorna Valentine 813284

Bookings:

Chris & Peter

815069

Sunday Service
9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche
facilities & refreshments afterwards.
Other activities see the notice-board &
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk

Salvation Army, Stotfold
Captain Nicola Brooksbank
Sunday Services: 10.30 am,
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01462-731072
6.00 pm

Lucas, Huntley & Co

C4

Marc Dellar Gardening

B4

Martin Roe Painting & Decorating

C5

Martyn Jaggard Decorating

F1, F2

Courtland Services Partnership

BUSINESS NAME

Meditation & Photobooth

C1

Nails at Home

E5, E6

Neuve Audio

C6

Neville Funeral Service

D P Building & Plastering

I3

Ovenclean

Dynamic Dance School

B1

Pam Rogers Music Teacher

C2

Foot Healthcare professional

C3

Peter H Wright Plumbing & Heating

G4

G & S Services

F6

Pumpernickel Healt Foods

H6

GA Living Spaces Ltd

G2

RDG Plumbing & Heating

Graeme Harley Chiropodist

J2

Sandra Thurgood

D3

Home Comforts Pet Services

A3

Shefford Dental Surgery

F4

I R Quince, Stoneworks

D4

SJ Tax Accountant

B2

Stefan Baltruschat

E3, E4

Minister:

Carrie Molloy
Chris Jones Property Services

J1

Shefford Methodist Church

B5, B6

ASB Property Services

J5, J6

K5, K6

PAGE

BUSINESS NAME

I2, I4

K1, K2

J Child Plumbing & Gas Engineer

H1, H2

J W Baxter

D1

James Bonfield Carpentry

D5

James Cullip Decorating

E2

Jasper Morrissey Drum Lessons

J3, J4

G5, G6

Stephen Hing

F5

Stephen Nott

G1, G3

Julian Biggs Plumbing, Heating, Stoves

Tessa Chiswell

D2

The Carpet Cleaner

H3, H4

The Shefford Garage

B3

The White Rooms

H5

Leeds Painting and Decorating

A5, A6

WH Peacock Auction

F3

Locksmith

A1, A2

WH Peacock Café
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Advertisement Page J

Advertisement Page K

ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd
EST 2004

All building work undertaken
Property Maintenance & refurbishments, Kitchens & Bathrooms
All trades covered, free estimates & advice
Fully insured & references supplied upon request
Friendly and professional service
Office 01462 624152 Mobile 07979 865527
Email asb247@btinternet.com
Web www.asb24-7.co.uk
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