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The Clifton Chronicles

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 fimes a year and distributed
to each of the 1450 houses in Cliffon. We are the longest
continuously running village magazine in Bedfordshire (possibly in
the country). The Chronicles is produced and distributed entirely
by a friendly team of over 40 volunteers. If you want to help with
this amazing local enterprise please get in touch or if you have any
suggestions we would also like to hear from you.

Our revenue comes primarily from: local businesses who advertise,
donations from local clubs and societies who regularly contribute
and grants from Parish Council and All Saints Church.

All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general
community interest items are welcome, the editor reserves the
right to make decisions on content. Please e-mail contributions to:
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk

Next edition: Mlarch 2019

Copy deadline: February 10th
Kathy Blackmore 646371,
Clifton on the Web—www.clifton-beds.co.uk
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Who's Who

PTA

Rector Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close, | 01462
Clifton. rector@clifton-beds.co.uk 615499
Churchwardens Peter Blackmore, 47 Church Street 646371
Linda Dawes, 58 Church Street 816074
> Reader Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 811303
; Organist & Peter Maundrell, 017673
Q Choirmaster 22 Beech Avenue, Biggleswade 14621
a’ PCC Treasurer Frank Rivett 851816
- 27 Purcell Way, Shefford
:;; PCC Secretary Philippa Whittington 27 Purcell Way | 851816
= Church Hall Dorothy Brown
3]
> Bookings 1 Lychmead, Clifton 628982
e Philippa Whittington
Bell-ringing Cpt | 57'p|;1call Way, Shefford 851816
Mothers’ Union Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton 629690
Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820
Head-teacher Mrs Carol Ward 628444
%’ J:’ School Chair: Philippa Whittington 851816
g g) Governors Vice-chair: Peter Blackmore 646371
3 § School Bookings | Justine McCarthy, 628444
< o

Kerrie Cope, Kate Barker, (Joint Chairs)

Email: cliftonallsaintspta@gmail.com

Parish Council

| Chairman Ray Dart, 8 Alexander Close 811590

m - -

= Clerk (Community | Kerri Kilby 07547

8 M | Centre bookings) | parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk 129038

o®

29 [MP Constituency Office, St Michael’'s 811992

& 3 Nadine Dorries, Close, High Street, Shefford

E‘ Councillors Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 0300300

e Henlow, Arlesey, Henlow SG16 6PH, 8563
Henlow Camp & lan Dalgarno, 172 High Street, 735510
Stondon Arlesey SG15 6TB,

2




thewoodlands1@btconnect.com

in Clift
(9] . Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage,
S | Editor 47 Church Street, Clifton 646371
o — -
S Advertising Advertising year runs May to April 629690
o don-gray@ntlworld.com
o
o | Distribution John Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596
Biggleswade Mr A Gray 01767
Gardening ciub www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4dfree.net 221428
. Email: firstcliftonbrownies@outlook.com
Brownies L
www.girlguiding.org.uk
Clifton Action Mrs Diana Talbot, Secretary.
i 811989
Group Infofromcag@gmail.com
Care Scheme 07817 614654
Chair: Ricky Monaghan, 07956
Cricket Club rick1232@hotmail.com 136612
o Vice Chairman, Josh Scandrett
S | Friends All Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close 629020
® | Saints Church k.pledger@ntiworld.com
é Football Club Jason Shacklock, 816881
Q)
'-g Guides www.girlguiding.org.uk
© | Langford www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk 700991
% Tennis Club Contact; Paul Metcalfe
3. . The snr community officer: 01234
S Police Contact Sgt Ruth Connelly, Based in Biggleswade 842531
-,
o | Providence . .
o
a Baptist Church cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk
Residents BobSmith, Secretary
Association 30 New Road 812336
Scouts . . 08456
(All ages) Mrs Georgina Oxton (Membership Officer) 046848
Toddlers cliftontoddlers@gmail.com
wi Linda Patch 814517
Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs
Woodlands www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk 811486
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Forward Planner

February

1 RSPB ‘Birds their hidden world’ Talk by Peter Holden MBE

2 Ensemble of Friends Concert, Church, 7.00

1&2 Henlow Village and Henlow Camp Pantomimes

Term Begins

Toddler Church, 9.00-10.30, Church

Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm

Clifton WI

10 All Age Worship, 10.15 for refreshments

11 Half-term Begins

16 Model Railway Exhibition, Stratton School, 10-4.30

Giant Booksale, Blunham Church

Toddler Church, 9.00-10.30, Church

19
Clifton Mothers’ Union Group, 2.00 pm at 18 Hitchin Lane

20 Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm

23 Messy Church, 10.30, Church Hall

27 Happy School Bags

March

2 Pre-Lent Supper, Bayeaux Tapestry

Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm

Clifton WI

20 Tea & Chat, Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm

27 Ghost Walk in Hitchin, Friends of All Saints, 6.00

April

5 End of Term

23 Term Begins

26-28 | Christening Gowns Through the Ages
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T All Saints’ Church Services
§?1 I%Lﬂ'i‘i See also:

Church Services and Rotas,
(at back of magazine for dates)

Sundays:
8.00 am 4" Sunday Communion Book of Common Prayer

10.30 am Parish Communion 1%, 3" and 4" Sunday
10.15 am All Age Worship (Non-communion) 2" Sunday
10.30 am Messy Church 4™ Sunday (Church Hall)

10.00 am Joint Service with Southill every 5™ Sunday
alternating between the churches.

6.30pm  Evensong: 1%, 2" 3™ Sundays
Wednesdays: 10.00am Holy Communion

Following the repair and restoration work on the
East Window the church is now
open during daylight hours.

All Saints' Church
From the Registers

Funeral and Cremation:
10™ December 2018 Pamela Pugh

Burial of Ashes:
13™ December 2018 Josephine Peacock




Dear Friends,

The value this month at our local Lower school is Eﬁ?irk—f\"“ ‘!' i
Courage. AL R e b R

200 years ago this year in 1819 William Smith discovered the
South Shetland Islands, a group of islands in Antarctica south of
the Antarctic Peninsula. It would have taken courage for William to
go and discover new lands so far away from home. With transport
we wouldn't dare take a cruise in by today's standards!

However, as I write my attention is caught by listening to Malala
Yousaf zai speaking about her book on Radio 4. She was the young
15 year old who spoke out publicly in favour of education for girls
in Pakistan, and who later became a target for the Taliban. How
brave she was to stand up for something she believed in. No matter
what faith we have, it takes courage to stand up for something
that is unjust.

Michelle Obama says, 'You may not always have a comfortable life
and you will not always be able to solve all of the world's problems
at once, but don't ever underestimate the importance you can
have, because history has shown us that courage can be contagious
and hope can take on a life of its own'

I admire people who do something different and are brave enough
o discover new things or new ways, especially people who give
hope. As we think about Valentine's Day this month Jesus reminds
us about love and forgiveness for others and I pray he will give us
the courage to do this ourselves.

Every Blessing, Revd Caren

Thank You

Thanks to all who generously gave
gifts for under the Christmas
Tree, these were warmly received
by the Stotfold branch of the
Salvation Army before Christmas
and distributed accordingly.
Thanks once again.

Gladys Dawson.
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Toddler Church 1st & 3rd Tuesdays (term time)

5th & 19th February
All Saints Church Clifton
9:00-10:30am
Toddlers bring your adult.
Parents come and chat
With refreshments!
Come and join the fun!

TOVOD\LE
CHULRC

All Age Worship

WG WOk, e

¢

Starting with refreshments from
Yy 10.15am onwards

i‘:f.;;:",'/" Our theme: Hold firm to the message

Interactive worship with songs
And short talks

L D A 1

All Saints Clifton

Sunday 23 February

Church Hall, Stanford Lane, Clifton
10:30 amM

Craft activities for all the family
Stories and songs

Hot lunch

No fixed. cost- donations welcome
No need to book

Come and join the fun!
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CLIFTON CARE SCHEME ¢S

Happy New Year

As this is the first issue for 2019 may we offer our best wishes
for the New Year to everyone and our thanks to all our
volunteers and those who have supported us since we started in
2001.

The past year has again been a busy one for the scheme.
However it is still very apparent from the calls we receive that
the scheme is perceived as a service to the elderly and infirm.
In reality, however, we are here to help anyone who neds us but
do recognise that younger persons are less dependent on outfside
help. Nevertheless if you do know of a young person or family
who might need a helping hand remind them or get in fouch with
us fo see if we can help.

Each year we seem to grow in strength and we are always looking
for new and better ways to provide support so any suggestions
will be welcome.

NEED OUR HELP?

Remember we are here if you help just call....

07817 614654

Tea & Chat CCS

Wednesday 6th February
Wednesday 20th February

Wednesday 6th March @_’
‘ pe
®

& E

X X o %

Wednesday 20th March
Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm

Ring Care Scheme for transport: 07817 614654
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Clifton All Saints Academy Ve

Happy New Year I
et

Although Christmas seems a very long time ago now, we

would like to thank everybody for all their hard work and support over

the festive season. The school plays were well attended and our

collection raised £342 which was split between the school and our

charity, "The Philip Veale Children’s Centre’.

Many children and adults enjoyed Christmas dinner cooked by our
wonderful staff in the kitchen, lots of hard work but well worth it!

We would also like to say a HUGE thank you to Mr & Mrs Brace who
provided the school with a wonderful Christmas tree. They have done
this for many years and delivered it to the school in time to decorate for
the Christmas Fayre. Mr Brace and Mr Wall’'s generosity and time
putting up the tree is greatly appreciated. Our thanks go to them also
the straw bales that were used for the Christmas performance, which
were very kindly dropped off and collected by Mr Wall — Thank you!

Once again, thank you to all our volunteers and helpers, without whom
the school would be unable to offer such a wide range of activities and
support, you are greatly appreciated.

January Events

The Portals of the Past visited our school on Monday 7™ January and
spent a day with our year four class presenting a Stone Age workshop.
Children and staff dressed up and all enjoyed the day. This was a
fantastic experience for our pupils.

On 25" January Don Rae Performing Arts came in for the day to do a
‘Motown Mania Workshop'. All the classes had a chance to
experience the music from the Motown era. Don Rae has been coming
to us for many years and is fantastic with the children and great fun is
had by all. The children have a wonderful time taking part and there
was an opportunity for parents to see what they have been up to
through a small display at the end of the day in the school hall.

Our year 4 class once again went to the "Young Voices™ at the O2
Arena on 29" January. This has become an annual event and the
children and parents always have fond memories of the experience.

Second hand Football Boots & Football Socks

As part of our fundraising and contact with schools overseas, Mrs
Veale, one of our volunteers, is planning a trip to Malawi (Africa) in

9 (Continued on page 10)



February 2019 where she will take with her all of the money we have
raised. She would also like to take with her a bag or case full of second
hand football boots and football socks new or used, all sizes from
children to adult and in good condition and clean please! They currently
play in bare feet and have a football kit, so it would be fabulous if we
can send them over some boots & socks to complete their kit. Please
drop off any football boots or socks into the school office by the 31st
January at the latest please. Thank you

Goodbye & Good Luck

We are sadly saying goodbye to Mrs Infante who has had connections
with All Saints since her daughter started here in 1999. Mrs Infante has
been a very valuable member of staff over the years where she has
worked part time, predominately in key stage two. We will be very sorry
to lose her. She will be leaving us from February half term and we
wish her all the best in her new role with the RSPB.

FSM - Free School Meals

Your family may be entitled to Free School Meals (FSM) through
Central Bedfordshire due to income support etc. please make sure you
apply on 0300 300 8306 between 8.30am - 5.30pm. You will need your
national insurance number to hand and your child’s date of birth.

Please DO NOT confuse the government initiative of free school
meals for key stage one pupils implemented on 1°' September
2014 with FSM that all key stage pupils are entitled to if your
family meets the criteria. The school receives extra funds known
as pupil premium for all registered FSM children which was over
£15,000 last year!

If you think you may be entitled to this benefit, then please follow the
instructions below for putting in your claim. It could mean additional
funding for the school, and additional support for your child.

You may qualify if you are in receipt of any of the following:
Income Support

Income Based Job Seekers Allowance

Employment and Support Allowance (income related)
Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit
National Asylum Seekers Support

Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit)

10
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Samuel Whitbread Academy

Following the success of previous years, we held the 4
Sixth Form Open Evening, tutor evening, subject stands, %
and careers fair all on the same evening. The feedback e
from parents and students suggests the evening was a

huge success and as well as all our current Year 11 SWA students, we
also had nearly 100 external students. The Sixth Form is certainly
going from strength to strength and this is a really exciting time to join
such a successful team.

Thea Lamb in Year 11 has had a roller-coaster of a fortnight, following
her performance in Fantastic Beasts: The Crimes of Grindelwald. As
well as an invite to attend the premiere and walk down the red carpet
with stars such as Jude Law, she has also appeared on Horizon Radio
and has been featured in the Biggleswade Chronicle. We are incredibly
proud of her achievements and she joins a long list of SWA students
who have appeared on film and stage.

Mr Edwards, Ms Hoad and several of our students took part in local
Services of Remembrance on Remembrance Sunday, laying wreaths
on behalf of the school and reading poems. As part of the 100 year
anniversary we entered a competition called Armistice 100 run by Poet
Laureate Carol Ann Duffy and Lincoln University. The English
department entered several of our students' poems and we were
delighted to hear that 12 of the poems were shortlisted for the final.
Last Thursday Miss Vallance took all 12 students on the long journey to
Lincoln and not only came back with a first place in the 13-16 category
for Tom Warriner in Year 11, but also signed copies of the book of
poetry for each of the students featured in the book. This is a fantastic
achievement!

As part of the Rotary Club Christmas Shoebox appeal, students
collected well over 100 boxes this year to be sent to children in eastern
Europe. This is a fantastic appeal, which is run by the Rotary Club
every year and always helps our students appreciate that many
children have far less fortunate lives than ours and promotes our
school value of empathy. We also held our annual Children in Need
non-uniform day, along with a number of stalls in the street selling
cakes and biscuits etc. which this year raised over £1000.

Following on from the girls' momentous 11-3 win against U18 Bedford
Girls School in Netball this week, the U16 rugby girls won 76-0 against

11 (Continued on page 12)



* Nobel School and the Year 10 boys rugby team
4* followed it up with a 31-7 win against St Georges to
make it through to the last 32 in the country. In rugby
B ES the boys have also make it through to the semi-finals
of the under 18 Schools Vase. These achievements
BEDFORDSHIRE show just how talented our students are at SWA and
R how sport continues to go from strength to strength.

Happy School Bags

Y}
QQQ "}-‘ 27th February 2019
= % This is a perfect opportunity to have a sort
== out of any old clothes and make money for
ba% Clifton All Saints Academy.

They accept:

e Reusable clean and dry clothes

e Reusable paired shoes and footwear
¢ Handbags, Belts & accessories

e Soft toys (Teddies)

e Bedlinen
They don't accept:

Single shoes, mats, carpets, duvets, pillows, blankets,
curtains, Bric-a-Brac, dirty, damaged or wet clothing

The proposed list of events and dates are:

v Children's Easter Disco - Friday 5™ April

v Family Bingo Night - Saturday 18™ May

v Summer Fayre & Maypole Dancing - Friday 14™ June
v

Sports Day Breakfast - Friday 21°" June Y
. 7
Contact Kerrie or Katie o \"
Email: cliftonallsaintspta@gmail.com s Fa g
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Friends of Clifton Church g
Events for 2019 (so far) x\?‘*{l .

Wednesday 27™ March @ 6 pm
Ghost Walk in Hitchin

followed by a hot buffet in
The Sun Hotel, Sun Street, Hitchin (private room)
Cost £20 per person
Book with Keith Pledger on 01462 629020.

Friday 3" May
Coffee Morning in the Church Hall

Saturday 20™ July
Afternoon Tea & Games for All
in the Garden

Further details for these last two events
will be available nearer the time

Clifton Mothers’ Union Group
Tuesday February 19"

2.00 pm at

18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton
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Pastime with Good Company
An Evening of Music at All Saints' Church, Clifton
Saturday 2nd February 2019 @ 7.00
Ensemble of Friends
An a cappella chamber choir
Conducted by Douglas Coombes MBE

Performing:
part songs, spirituals, folk songs
Tickets £10 (including a glass of wine)

Kathy and Peter 646371 or
Jim and Jean 812514

Pre-Lent Supper
2nd March 2019
Church Hall, Stanford Lane
The Bayeawx 5" L

Tapestry
A talk by Jane Pavey

Licensed Bar

Tickets £10 per person from:

Kathy and Peter Blackmore 646371 or
Jim and Jean Peacock 812514

All profits to All Saints Church, Clifton
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Christening Robes
Through the Ages

26 — 28 April 2019
All Saints Church, Clifton

We are going to display
some Christening Robes
on loan from:
Hitchin Museum which

include the one worn by
The Queen Mother

Have you got a christening robe or outfit you
would like to be displayed? If so get in touch
with Julie-Anne 850220.

We will follow the same pattern as our successful Wedding
Gown Exhibition:

¢  Friday 26th Pre-view Evening Reception

¢  Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th
2.00—5.00

Refreshments will be available
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Henlow Village Drama Group
presents:

IT’S & PANTO
JIM....BUT NOT
As We Know It

Written by
Andrew Yates

At Henlow Village Hall

31°' January, 1°' & 2" February

Performance times:
Thursday, Friday & Saturday 7-30 pm
Saturday matinee 2.00 pm

Box office opens on 8" January 2019
80, High Street, Henlow. 01462 815392
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1 & 2 February 2019
"Jack & the Beanstalk"

=
2
? A pantomime

Doors/Bar open 6.45 pm / curtain up 7.30pm
Friday 1st & Saturday 2nd February

And at 1.15 pm / 2.00pm on Saturday 2nd February

Henlow Theatre, Hicthin Road, Henlow Camp, S616 6DN.

Tickets £9, concessions £7,Family/group rates on request

Henlow Amateur Theatrical Society proudly presents their annual
pantomime, 'Jack & the Beanstalk’, a traditional family pantomime
by Ben Crocker.

Discover why Dame Trot's son, Jack, sold their Daisy to a disguised
Fairy for a bag of magic beans and what happened when Mr
Snookums (the grumpy Giant) kidnapped the beautiful Princess and
why the nasty King Bertram needed fo keeﬁ taxing the Common
People till they couldn't pay anymore and what Simple Simon, Sarge
and the Goblins had to do with all this.

Book your tickets now on:
01462 700785 or 07876 353677
or on-line at www.henlowtheatre.org.uk.

17
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Clifton WI [h WI
Iris began the evening by wishing the 40 members a Happy e

New Year. She then welcomed everyone to the meeting. INSPIRING WOMEN
We sang Jerusalem and the minutes of the November and

December meetings were read, agreed and signed. Iris gave everyone the
opportunity to comment on the Christmas Party and the outside caterers.
The feedback was very positive and everyone had enjoyed the evening.
Thank you cards were read out from Angela and from St John’s Hospice.

Matters arising

The last few remalnlng data protection sheets st|II need to be collected. A
reminder was given for the Indian lunch on 24" January A sign-up sheet
for members interested in going to see The Bodyguard in Milton Keynes
was available. Tickets for “An afternoon with Dame Stella Rimington” o
Monday 11™ March 2019 will be available next month.

From County

Walking Netball — Tuesday 5" February £4

International Women’s Day afternoon — Friday 8" March £8

Indoor Kurling session — Wednesday 27" March £8

Darts League starts April £9 — a team of at least 3

Centenary Annual Council Meeting, Monday 29" April, £12 (delegates free)
Henley on Thames Shopping day — Thursday 2" May £20

National Memorial Arboretum — Thursday 23" May £25

Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park Tour - Wednesday 19" June £25
Bedfordshire Centenery Baker of the Year — one entry per WI

Main Items

A note was given asking all members to bring a baby photo of themselves
if possible to the February meeting to give to Jackie in preparation for the
competition at the March AGM. Members were reminded that their photo
needed to be placed in an envelope and both should have the member's
name on.

Any other business
Birthday cards for January were given out.
Voting took place for the 6 resolutions.

The floor was then handed over to Pat for a very enjoyable game of “Call
my Bluff’. Thank you to her for the hard work setting up the quiz. Thank
you too to Elaine, Ruth and Lesley who read out the words and the
definitions. The raffle was drawn and tea and coffee were served.

The next meeting will be Wednesday February 6" Visitors are welcome at
meetings for a £4 fee.
Ruth (01462815482)
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Clifton Planning Applications Update
Central Beds Decisions to 9" January 2019

CB/18/04666/FULL — 17" December 2018 — 10 Whiston Crescent, SG17 5HJ.
Two storey side and single storey rear extension. Consultation Period

CB/18/04495/FULL — 3™ December 2018 — 37 Church Street, SG17 5ET.
Single storey rear extension, external render and roof tiles to house and
garage and new fenestration. Consultation Period

CB/18/03851/FULL — 19" November 2018 - 79 Shefford Road, SG17 5RQ.
Double storey front extension, single storey rear extension to replace rear
conservatory, single storey rear canopy and second storey side extension.
Awaiting Decision

CB/18/04173/FULL — 9" November 2018 — 6 Newis Crescent, SG127 5HT.
Single storey front porch2.4m in depth, that includes a new ground floor wc,
and a rear conservatory that is 3m in depth. Granted

CB/18/04067/FULL — 2" November 2018 — Land south of Fairground Way,
SG17 5JN. Proposed residential development comprising 20 new dwellings
including 5 apartments with extended access off Fairground Way, including
affordable housing provision. Consultation Period

CB/18/04069/FULL — 2" November — 24 Whiston Crescent, SG 5HY.
Proposed single storey front, side and rear extensions. Granted

CB/18/04021/FULL — 29" October 2018 — 22 Grange Street SG17 5EW.
Proposed demolition of single storey part rear extension. Proposed part single
storey rear extension & part rear double storey extension with internal
alterations. Demolition of timber enclosed front porch and proposed open
roofed timber front porch. Awaiting Decision

CB/18/03456/FULL — 25™ October 2018 — 81 Shefford Road SG17 5RQ. Two
storey side and single storey rear extension. Granted

CB/18/02637/RM — 9™ July 2018 - Land adjacent to 34 Hitchin Lane.
Reserved Matters Application following Outline application CB/15/02733/OUT
(for 97 dwellings) for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.
Granted

CB/18/01518/0OUT — 8™ May 2018 — Land off east New Road SG17 5JH.
Development of 25 dwellings. Awaiting Decision

CB/18/02820/0UT — 19™ July 2018 — Land west of New Road SG17 5JH.
Outline planning application - for the erection of up to 130 residential dwellings
(including 35% affordable housing), introduction of structural planting and

19 (Continued on page 20)



landscaping, public open space, surface water flood mitigation and attenuation
vehicular access points from New Road and associated ancillary works. All
matters to be reserved with the exception of means of access.

Decided — Refused

CB/18/02637/RM — 9 July 2018 - Land adjacent to 34, Hitchin Lane.
Reserved Matters Application following Outline application CB/15/02733/OUT
(for 97 dwellings) for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale.
Consultation Period

CB/18/01628/OUT — 17 April 2018 — Land off Hitchin Lane. Proposed
residential development of 24 units and ancillary works. Awaiting Decision

CB/18/01099/0UT — 16™ March 2018 — Land rear of Broad Street SG17.
Outline Application: for residential development up to 80 dwellings (including
35% affordable housing), landscaping, public open space, surface water flood
attenuation, vehicular access from Broad Street and associated ancillary
works. Outline with all Matters Reserved with the exception of the vehicular
access from Broad Street. Appeal

Clifton Residents’ Association

Clifton Residents Association

Hi Everyone,

Happy new year to all our residents from our committee. Let's hope it's
a good one. Our community Christmas 'light up' went off without any
problems and was very successful. If you attended | hope you enjoyed
it. Thanks to you our raffle was well supported, and this enabled us to
donate £350 to local causes.

At our first committee meeting of the year on January 8th we agreed to
look towards a scarecrow festival in June 19, and ' Light up Clifton '
around about the first week of December 19.

The possibility of a 20 MPH zone through the village was also dis-
cussed. Do we need it? Your opinion would be appreciated.

Have you thought about volunteering in 20197 We are looking for a
secretary. If you have a little experience and can spare a few hours a
month, please get in touch. It's not a hard job, but a necessary one.

To finish. Thank you for your kind comments about ' Light up Clifton '
on social media. This is well appreciated and gives us the momentum
to carry on,

Meantime, stay lucky, Den Fensome
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Clifton Neighbourhood Watch

We have received the following information from our Police contact:

Date Offence
21/12/2018 |Robbery
19/12/2018 |Sending letters etc. with intent to cause distress or
anxiety, Malicious Communications Act 1988
15/12/2018 |Burglary - Residential - Non-Dwelling
14/12/2018 |Burglary - Residential - Dwelling
12/12/2018 |Burglary - Residential - Dwelling
11/12/2018 |Theft or Unauthorised Taking of a Pedal Cycle
05/12/2018 |Theft from a motor vehicle
05/12/2018 |Theft from a motor vehicle
01/12/2018 |Sec 4a POA Causing intentional harassment, alarm/distress
01/05/2018 |Sending letters etc. with intent to cause distress or

anxiety, Malicious Communications Act 1988

In a previous article it was mentioned that from time to time we acquire
items for distribution to members, to increase personal security. At the
moment we have a few each of purse rattles, security marker pens,
electrical timers, simple window alarms, door alarms and a money box
disguised as a food tin. If you know of anyone who could make good
use of one of these, please contact:

07482790269 or cliftonbedsnw@gmail.com

Please note that these are FREE, and remain available.

MEMBERSHIP

We have members in the following roads, without street co-ordinators.
We are looking for coordinators, please: Bilberry Road, Birch Close,
Broad Street, Bunyans Close, Church Street, Clifton Park, EIm Farm
Close, Grange Street, Hitchin Lane, Knolls Way, Manor Close, Newis

Crescent, Pedley Farm Close, Pedley Lane, Shefford
Road, Stockbridge Road, Whiston Crescent; Yew Tree

Walk.

Gary Edwards & Terry Whiffen
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Interested in nature and wildlife?

Then come along to RSPB Hitchin & Letchworth
Local Group

@ Friday 1st February @ 7.30 pm
The Settlement, Letchworth SG6 4UB

Peter Holden MBE will talk about ‘Birds: their hidden world’. He will tell
us about British birds and their amazing lives, including information that
bird books usually leave out. Visitors are very welcome £3.

See rspb.org.uk/groups/hitchinandletchworth
for more information and programme.

Saturday 16th February 2019

East Beds Model Rai
Annual Exhi bi ti

Stratton School, Biggleswade, SG18 8JB
10.00am - 4.30pm

17+ layouts plus full trade and society support
Wheelchair access to all areas except raised stage in main hall
Free parking
Light refreshments available all day
Adults £5.50, Seniors £4.50, Children £3, Family (2+2) £14

For more information contact the
show organiser at: organiser@ebmrs.org.uk
or see our website at: www.ebmrs.org.uk
or Facebook: The EBMRS
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All Saints' Junior Choir

Peter Maundrell, organist and choirmaster of
All Saints' Church, is planning to form a
JUNIOR CHOTIR. It will be for boys and girls
aged seven and over who enjoy singing and
who, when they can be available, would help lead the worship, in
conjunction with the Senior Choir, at the morning service on 1st.
and 3rd. Sundays of the month. Once established, junior choristers
will be fully robed.

Junior Choir rehearsals will be in church on Tuesdays from 4.00 - 4
30. The first rehearsal will be on Tuesday, 5th. March.

If you are interested, please contact Peter on 01767 314621 or by
e mail peterdmaundrell@hotmail.co.uk

TABLE TENNIS for RETIRED PEOPLE

We would like to invite retired table tennis players
to join our group on Monday and Thursday afternoons.

We are not a league club, we have three tables,
our standard varies from moderate to very good!

Good for the body, mind, and spirit, fun too.
Would you like to play table tennis again?
We play in Stotfold. Give us a try!

forrest54fox@gmail.com

Blunham Giant Book Sale

Saturday 16th February, 10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Come to our Browse and Buy Second Hand “P &y sk K6 ’ )
Giant Book Sale of second hand/nearly new J)()()‘l\' (%‘? ol
books, Homemade cakes, teas and coffees,

homemade soup and a raffle. All proceeds to g
Blunham Church Fabric Fund.
Blunham Parish Church
St Edmunds or St James, Park Lane, Blunham, Beds, MK44 3NQ
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Making a Rotary
Difference cub of Biggleswade Ivel

It is within living memory that Polio was the most worrying of all
childhood diseases because it caused muscle weakness resulting in
permanent disability or death. Many of us can still remember children
in leg callipers and the ‘Iron Lung’ which was the machine that enabled
a paralysed child to breathe.

Rotary International decided to do something about polio, to eradicate
it in the same way that Smallpox had been eradicated from the whole
world. Polio vaccine is cheap to produce and easy to administer as a
drop by mouth, so in 1979 the first project to vaccinate children began.
In 1985 the Rotary Polio Plus programme was launched and in 1988
the World Health Organisation, the US Centre for Disease Control and
Prevention, and UNICEF joined in. At that time Polio was present in
125 countries and it affected 1000 children every day. By 2017 the
incidence of Polio had plummeted by 99.99 % to just 22 cases in that
year from only 3 remaining countries: Afghanistan, Pakistan and
Nigeria, and up to the end of August 2018 there have only been 15
reported cases in the world.

It is very important not to be complacent now that the end is in sight. It
would be so easy for Polio to take hold again with global travel and
military personnel moving backwards and forwards from Afghanistan.
World Polio day is 24™ October every year. The Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation have joined the campaign and now donate £2 for every £1
raised by Rotary, and even when there are no more reported cases the
vaccination programme must continue for another 3 years, just to be
sure. Purple for Polio was made a slogan because every child
vaccinated has their little finger dipped in purple dye as a way of
making sure that no child has been missed.

Rotary clubs would welcome your involvement
as we need help in any way to finish what was
started all those years ago.

For more information telephone Pamela
on 07817 014865
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CLIFTOIN-

PARISHI COUNCILL

Clifton Community Centre

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a modern, spacious, well-equipped
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is
to use this hall see:

www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre
To check availability and make a booking, please contact:
parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk
Kerri Kilby 07547 129038 or
Bob Anderson on 07546 239784

Booking forms and conditions of hire can be
downloaded from the website.

Providence Baptist Church — Clifton

Sunday Services

*10.30 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. A warm welcome is assured to all.
Communion is held during the 6.00 p.m. service on the 3™ Sunday in
the month.

*The 10.30 a.m. Sunday morning service will continue to held at the
Community Centre, Whiston Crescent, Clifton.

Mondays (term time)
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. — 11.30 a.m. at the Church

5-Up Club 7.00 p.m. — 8.00 p.m. at All Saints Academy
Explorers 5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m. (for Reception to Year 4) at Church

Thursdays (term time)
Coffeepot 11.30am - 1pm at the Church

Fridays (term time)
Mums & Tots 10 a.m. — 11.30 a.m. at the Church

Website: www.cliftonpbchurch.org.uk
Contact: cliftonpbchurch@gmail.com
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS .@g

St Francis of Assisi,
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford

Father Canon Bennie Noonan 813436
Deacon Rev Peter Hyde 711702
Parish Secretary Rose Boulton 811547

Sister Margaret 814079

Sunday Services
St Francis 9.00am 5.15pm

Saturday Service
St Francis 11.00 am

Shefford Methodist Church

Minister: Revd Lorna Valentine 813284
Bookings: Chris & Peter 815069

Sunday Service

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, créche
facilities & refreshments afterwards.

Other activities see the notice-board &
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk

Salvation Army, Stotfold

Captain Nicola Brooksbank 01462-731072
Sunday Services: 10.30 am, 6 pm
Sunday School 11.15
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Alphabetic Index of Advertisers
Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets
Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them

Page Advertiser Page Advertiser
J AG Plumbing Services C Music Lessons
L ASB Property Services D Nails at Home
E Beauty & Makeup F Neuve Audio
E Carpentry B Neville Funeral Service
K Charles Simpson J Ovenclean
J Chiropodist C Painting & Decorating
J Comer Construction E Pet Sitting & Boarding
L Courtland Services Partnership D Peter H Wright
K D P Building & Plastering L Plumbing & Gas Engineer
E Decorating K Plumbing, Heating, Stoves
D Decorating & French House B Property Services
K Dog Instructor F R&J Carpentry & Building Serv
F Dynamic Dance School H RDG Plumbing & Heating
D Foot Healthcare B Shefford Dental Surgery
G French Flat I Slimming World
H G & S Services C Stephan Baltruschat
D Gardening H Stephen Hing
H Get Fit with Tessa G Stephen Nott
G | R Quince, Stoneworks E Tax Accountant
| J W Baxter E The Carpet Cleaner
G Locksmith I The Shefford Garage
c Lucas, Huntley & Co c The White Rooms
G Meditation & Photobooth B WH Peacock
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