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The Clifton Chronicles  
 

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 times a year and distributed to 
each of the 1400 houses in Clifton. We are the longest continuously 
running village magazine in Bedfordshire (possibly in the country). The 
Chronicles is produced and distributed entirely by a friendly team of over 
40 volunteers. If you want to help with this amazing local enterprise 
please get in touch or if you have any suggestions we would also like to 
hear from you. 
 

Our revenue comes primarily from: local businesses who advertise, 
donations from local clubs and societies who regularly contribute and 
grants from Parish Council and All Saints Church. 
 

All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general 
community interest items are welcome, the editor reserves the right to 
make decisions on content.  Please e-mail contributions to: 
chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

Next edition: May 2017 

Copy deadline: April 10th  
Kathy Blackmore  646371,  

Clifton on the Web—www.clifton-beds.co.uk 
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Rector  Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close, 

Clifton. rector@clifton-beds.co.uk 

01462 

615499 

Churchwardens Anne Sullivan, 7 KnollsWay 

Marjorie Cakebread, Stanford Rd 

817491 

815599 

Reader Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 811303 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

  

PCC Treasurer Frank Rivett 
27 Purcell Way, Shefford 

851816 

PCC Secretary Philippa Whittington 27 Purcell Way 851816 

Church Hall 
Bookings 

Dorothy Brown 
1 Lychmead, Clifton 

628982 

Bell-ringing Cpt Stan Ashton, 15A Pedley Lane 813340 

Mothers’ Union Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton 629690 

Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820 
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Head-teacher Mrs Carol Ward 628444 

School  
Governors 

Chair: Philippa Whittington 
Vice-chair: Peter Blackmore 

851816 
646371 

School Bookings Justine McCarthy, 628444 
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Parish Council 
Chairman 
Clerk (Community 
Centre bookings) 

Barry Livesey 
75 Shefford Road, 
Sharon Kingham  
parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk 

811385 
 
07547 
129038  

MP 
Nadine Dorries,  

Constituency Office, St Michael’s 
Close, High Street, Shefford 

811992 

Councillors 
Henlow, Arlesey, 
Henlow Camp & 
Stondon 

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 
Henlow SG16 6PH, 
 
Ian Dalgarno, 172 High Street, 
Arlesey SG15 6TB, 

0300 300 
8563 
 
 
735510 
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Editor Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage, 

47 Church Street, Clifton 

646371 

Advertising Advertising year runs May to April 

don-gray@ntlworld.com 

629690 

Distribution John Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596 
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Biggleswade 

Gardening Club 

Mr A Gray 

www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 

01767 

221428 

Brownies  Email: firstcliftonbrownies@outlook.com 

www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  

Care Scheme   07817 614654 

Cricket Club Chair: Ricky Monaghan, 
rick1232@hotmail.com 
Vice Chairman Julian Boothy  

07528 
445888  

Friends All 
Saints Church 

Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close  
k.pledger@ntlworld.com 

629020 

Football Club Jason Shacklock, 816881 

Guides www.girlguiding.org.uk   

Langford  
Tennis Club 

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk 
Contact; Paul Metcalfe 

700991 

Police Contact The snr community officer: Sgt Jason Geary 
Based in Biggleswade  

01234 
842531 

Providence 
Baptist Church 

Ron Cook 850643 

Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk   

Residents 
Association 

BobSmith, Secretary 
30 New Road  

812336 

Scouts  
(All ages) 

Mrs Georgina Oxton (Membership Officer) 08456 
046848 

Toddlers cliftontoddlers@gmail.com  

WI Pat Wisby    816451  

Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk   
thewoodlands1@btconnect.com  

811486 

 

mailto:rick1232@hotmail.com
mailto:k.pledger@ntlworld.com
http://www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
mailto:thewoodlands1@btconnect.com
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April 

5 WI Meeting Church Hall 7.30pm 

7 Friends’ Coffee Morning, 10-12, Church Hall, Stanford Lane 

8&9 Biggleswade & District Art Society, Spring Exhibition, 10.00-4 

12 Care Scheme, Tea and Chat, Church, 2.00-4.00 

14 Messy Easter, 10.30, Church Hall 

18 MOTHERS’ UNION, 2.00 pm, Church Hall 

22 Churchyard Working Party, 9:30 am to 1.00 pm. 

26 Care Scheme, Tea and Chat, Church, 2.00-4.00 

29-30 Wedding Dresses through the Decades, Church, 2.00-4.30 

May 

3 WI Meeting/Fish 'n' Chip Supper, 7.30 pm, Church Hall 

16 Christian Aid Quiz, School, 7 for 7.30 

June 

3 PETER HOWARTH, Lead singer, The Hollies, 7:30 pm 

July 

15&16 ???Open Gardens??? 
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All Saints’ Church Services 
 

See also:  

Church Services and Rotas,  
(at back of magazine for dates) 

 

Sundays: 

8.00  2
nd

 Sunday Communion Book of Common Prayer  

  4
th
 Sunday Communion Common Worship  

 

10.30am  Family Communion 1
st
 Sunday 

  Parish Communion 2
nd

, 3rd Sunday 

  Morning Worship (Non-communion) 4
th
 Sunday 

  Messy Church 4
th
 Sunday (Church Hall) 

 

10.00am  Joint Service with Southill every 5
th
 Sunday  

  alternating between the churches. 
   

6.30pm  Evensong: 1
st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
, Sundays 

 

Wednesdays: 10.00am Holy Communion 

 

Church Open: 

9am - until dark (during the winter season) 

You are very welcome to come in and pray  

or visit our 13
th

 century Church. 

All Saints’ Church 
From the Registers 

 

Baptism: 
19th February 2017 Emmie Rose Davison,  
 

Burial of Ashes : 
20

th
 February 2017 Rosemary Jenkins  

27
th
 February 2017 Mary June Perry  

https://chrislyford.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/door-number-2.jpg
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Dear Friends, 

We are nearly at the end of Lent. This 
important time in the Christian calendar, so 
often associated with 'giving things up’; 
hope is on the horizon- Easter is in sight!   

As I look around at the wonderful signs of nature in this 
village it reminds me of one of my favourite Easter hymns 
‘Now the green blade riseth’. It tells me that spring is here 
and reminds me that the Easter Message gives a hope which 
proclaims our Church and every Church a place of 
resurrection, where death cannot triumph ultimately as there 
is something more for us in and through God in His work 
through Jesus.  

Some of you may have helped and taken part recently with 
the Mission Action Planning for your church, All Saints, which 
is at the centre of our village and reminds us daily about 
God’s love and forgiveness in this place. The Church is not 
just made up of bricks and mortar; but living stones, each one 
of us, loving flesh being modelled in the likeness and love of 
Christ. As we have prayed together through Lent so we move 
forward with hopes for the future that we can ‘Grow 
together in Christ.’  

Soon we will be remembering Christ's last supper with his 
disciples on Maundy Thursday, Jesus’ moving example of 
serving others in love, which ends with the starkness of the 
stripping of the altar as Christ heads into the Garden of 
Gethsemane.  

If you haven’t been to any of our services before, why not 
come along, especially if you are new to the village. You are 
welcome to any of the Easter services; the Good Friday 
activities at Messy Church in the Morning and Devotions in 
the church later in the afternoon and finally on Easter 
Sunday we will remember the glory of the resurrection in our 
celebratory Easter Day services.  

Best wishes and a Happy Easter, Revd Caren 
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Clifton All Saints Academy  
 
It’s been a busy couple of months at school with lots 
going on. The year goes so quickly and before we 
know it we will be returning from the Easter break and 
hopefully enjoying some spring weather.  
 
February News 
 
Magical Maths 
We had Magical Maths in to do an assembly which went down very 
well with the children. They now run an after school club on a 
Wednesday with 36 children attending. Watch this space for the next 
generation of super-mathematicians!   
 
Wear a Hat to school Day  
One of the pupils in our school has sadly been diagnosed with bone 
cancer (specifically Ewing Sarcoma) which is very rare in children. In 
recognition and support we had a wear a hat day. We were 
overwhelmed with the generosity of our parents and children. Over 
£460 was raised and has gone directly to the bone cancer research 
charity and 5 large boxes of new toys/books/games were donated and 
sent to the UCLH hospital (Oncology ward). Thank you for all of your 
support and to those children that went that extra mile and raised extra 
funds by asking family and friends to support this. 
 
School Dinners 
Our year one and Reception class parents were invited to come and 
have a school dinner with their child. The children love their parents or 
a close relative coming into school, we had lots of parents turn up and 
the feedback was all very positive. We would like to thank you for 
supporting these events. We are very proud of the food that is now 
freshly cooked and prepared in school thanks to our in-house catering 
team.    
 
March News 
 
World Book Day 
It was wonderful to see everyone taking part. All of the children looked 

fantastic following the theme given to their class. We had crayons, wild 
animals, scarecrows, mad hatters and queens. The books chosen this 
year were: 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Robins - The Day the Crayons Quit 
Puffins - Where the Wild Things Are 
Kingfishers - Tattybogle 
Swallows - Alice in Wonderland 
Woodpeckers - Alice in Wonderland 
 
Many of the staff dressed up too which meant some strange looks from 
the children as we looked very different to normal. This was a fantastic 
day and photos have been put up on the school website. 
 
Clay Workshop 
All classes had a lesson with a clay specialist who comes into school 
for 1 ½ days and works with all the children and staff to produce some 
wonderful clay pieces. These vary from portraits to houses and Saxon 
items. The children have a lovely time engaging themselves in 
something slightly different to a normal art class. 
 
Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea 
After the success of last year’s Mothers Day Afternoon Tea, the PTA 
and school kitchen staff decided to work together this year. The 
catering staff made quiches, tomato bread and scones. The afternoon 
was done in two sittings to cater for everyone; the children came out of 
their class to sit with their Mummy, grandma or other female relative to 
celebrate Mothers Day. Cakes were kindly donated by staff and 
parents. Thank you to everyone that supported this event and to all the 
staff and PTA that worked so hard in setting up and serving. We will let 
you know next month how much we raised.  
 
Help! 
Are you or do you know anyone that can re-upholster some of our 
entrance hall chairs? The actual chairs are still in good condition but 
the material is now wearing through and starting to look unsightly. 
Naturally we don’t want to spend a huge amount but if this is something 
you can help us with it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact 
Justine McCarthy on schoolbusinessmanager@clifton-beds.co.uk or 
telephone 01462 628444 if you can help. Thank you.    
 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers 
We are collecting Sainsbury’s Active Kids vouchers; please can you 
send in any vouchers via your child’s book bag or pop them in the 
collection box in the school entrance. Thank you. 
 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:schoolbusinessmanager@clifton-beds.co.uk
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Midday Supervisor  
 Are you looking for a part time job to fit in with your child/ren being 
at school? 

 Would you like to earn your own money, be part of the local 
government pension scheme as well as receive holiday and sick pay 
(dependent on length of service and contract type)  

 Do you enjoy working with children and being in the school 
environment? 

 Are you available to work between 11.55am -1.25pm? 
 Do you want to increase your steps on your fit bit or pedometer? 
 If you have answered YES to any of these questions we would love 
to hear from you... 

Vacancy 
Midday Supervisor/s Required 

  
Clifton All Saints C of E Academy is still looking for a midday 
supervisor to work between 2 and 4 lunchtimes a week and/or be 
trained as supply staff to work when required to cover absence. We do 
have some flexibility with the days worked. We would like you to join 
our team in the summer term. 
 
Over the years many of our midday supervisors have taken their 
experience from this position to train as teaching assistants and gain 
employment at other local schools or here at Clifton All saints 
Academy. 
 
The ideal candidates must be a team player as well as being able to 
work on their own initiative, have excellent communication skills as well 
as a caring, happy and approachable manner. Experience working with 
young children is an advantage but full training will be given.   
To apply please collect an application pack from the school office or 
send a direct email (details below) and I can send the forms 
electronically for completion. Completed applications must be handed 
in to the Business Manager; Justine McCarthy by midday on Monday 
3rd April or via email on schoolbusinessmanager@clifton-beds.co.uk 
 
*We are committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 

our children therefore any job offer is subject to DBS clearance 

and satisfactory references. 

mailto:schoolbusinessmanager@clifton-beds.co.uk
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CLIFTON CARE 
SCHEME 

 
WHAT MORE SHOULD WE DO? 
 
Since the Care Scheme first started at the beginning of the 
millennium we have provided a wide range of services, but the 
overwhelming demand has been for transport. 
 

We also fitted many simple security devices on behalf of the Police 
Partnership Trust “Bobby Scheme” and we underwent training to 
carry out home fire safety assessments on behalf of the Luton & 
Bedfordshire Fire & Rescue Service and fit smoke alarms. (a task 
both now have the capability to do themselves, but we still arrange 
referrals if needed). 
 

Other services requested may have been much fewer in number but 
were just as important to each resident at the time of need. Some 
of the more unusual requests that spring to mind have been: 
 

 Fixing a jammed door that couldn’t be closed late at night. 
 Reattaching a high toilet cistern that was hanging off the wall. 
 Temporary dog minding for someone taken into hospital. 
 

Our latest venture, afternoon “Tea & Chat” meetings in the Church, 
are proving extremely popular. This leads us to believe there may 
be other services we could provide. So please tell us if you have an 
idea or know of a need; you don’t have to offer a total solution, just 
point us in the right direction. 
 

NEED OUR HELP? 
We are here, just phone . . . . . . . 

07817 614654 

Tea and Chat Dates this month: 
 

12th April  
26th April 

 

Church, 2.00 pm—4.00 pm  
 

Ring the Care Scheme if you require transport 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtsNXdoJTQAhWDDRoKHbx_CrYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsewingconnectionauckland.wordpress.com%2Fcategory%2Fmeeting-announcements%2F&bvm=bv.137904068,d.ZGg&psig=AFQj
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Friends’ Coffee Morning  

Friday 7th April, 10-12 noon  
Church Hall, Stanford Lane 

There will be a coffee morning on Friday 7th April, 
10-12 noon in the Church Hall, to raise much needed 
funds for the repair of the East Window.  

Entrance is £2 with as much tea/coffee and 
biscuits as you want. There will be a raffle; bring & 
buy (no jumble), paperback books and cake stalls 
and possibly a tombola.   

Suitable raffle prizes, paperbacks, and items for the tombola 
would be warmly welcomed, the earlier the better, so please give to 
Keith Pledger (01462 629020) or Pat Wisby (01462 816451) or ask 
us to collect. We’d also welcome cakes on the day (or the day 
before). Please come along and help the Friends to raise lots of 
money. 

MOTHERS’ UNION 
 

Our next meeting is on: 
 

Tuesday 18
th

 April at 2.00 pm 
our speaker, Revd Caren Topley, will talk about “Liturgical Colours”. 

 
Everyone is welcome to any of our meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month in the Church Hall at 2.00 pm 

On behalf of Biggleswade Sandy Lions I should like to say 
a sincere thank you to those of  who kindly provided jumble for our 
sale on 25th Feb.  Sincere thanks also to the many who came to buy 
on the day.  We had many special and good quality 
items that were quickly snapped up and the event was a 
great success giving a useful top up to our charity 
funds. 
 

Thank you Clifton! 
Lion Pauline Livesey 
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Chinese New Year Supper 
 
We had a wonderful evening in the Church Hall celebrating 
the Chinese New year on 25th February we raised over £500 
for church funds. 

 
Our thanks to Samuel Whitbread 
Academy students who entertained 
us with a varied repertoire of choral 
singing, solos and instrumental 
pieces. 
 
We are very much looking forward 
to welcoming them to the Church for 
a Christmas Concert in December, 
don’t miss it! 

Churchyard Working Party 

Saturday 22
nd

 April 

9:30 am to 1.00 pm.  

 
Can you spare a little time to help us prepare the churchyards for the 
summer? 
 
We will be tidying undergrowth, weeding flower beds, edging paths 
and laying shingle. Refreshments will be available throughout. 
 
If you are able to join us please meet at the church, bringing with you 
any tools (wheel barrows, rakes, hoes etc.). 
 
A reminder that we will also take the opportunity to remove from 
graves any wreaths remaining from the Christmas period; these will be 
placed separately at the side of the compost area if anyone wishes to 
collect them.  
 
We welcome fresh flowers and seasonal silk flowers on the graves. 
 
For further information please contact the Rector or the Church 
Wardens (see Who’s Who for details). 
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Speedwatch  
 
Your community Speedwatch team carried 
out eight roadside sessions in March. On 
two of the sessions, where over 120 
vehicles passed in a 30 minute period, no 
one was speeding. During the other 
sessions, between 5/8% of the total were 
noted and their details passed on to the 
Police Traffic Department.   
 
We are fully aware that when we are not present, matters are 
quite different. In fact, speeding remains a blight in many places.  
Many residents have to reverse their vehicles out of drives with 
very poor visibility, and even at the legal limit, vehicles passing 
on the road represent danger.  
We are all delayed by the number of parked vehicles in built up 
areas, patience is tested and at the sight of some clear road 
there is a temptation to put your foot down! 
 
Speed remains a root cause of many accidents. We all hope it 
never happens, but apart from the trauma of injury, the automatic 
interrogation of telephone history and GPS data will play an 
important part of any litigation in the future, not to mention details 
relating to the driver and vehicle.   
 
There has been no time when patience and consideration is 
needed more. Don't be hassled by impatient drivers willing you to 
go faster.  Stay cool.   
 
I always say thanks to all those responsible drivers out there, as 
well the many people who come to us in the street to thank us 
and give us advice.  It's much appreciated, but while we 
appreciate your support, our focus remains, to reduce accidents. 
 

Take care!  
Kenneth Smith 

clifton.speedwatch@gmail.com 

mailto:clifton.speedwatch@gmail.com
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Open Gardens 2017? 
Proposed date: 

15 & 16 July 
 
Following our successful Open Gardens in 2015 some brave 
person asked if we were going to do it again this year!!  
 
Well I'm game if you are, let me know if you would be willing 
to open your garden on the weekend of 15 and 16 July.  
 
I have had some interest but not enough gardens yet so 
perhaps if this date suits you, let me know and we will go 
from there.  
 

Kathy Blackmore 
kb08@clifton-beds.co.uk or phone on 01462 646371 

All Saints Church, Clifton 

Christian Aid Quiz 
Teams of 6-8 people (maximum 8) 

Wednesday 16 May 2017 
7.00 for 7.30 start, 

All Saints Academy, Church Street, Clifton 

Ploughman’s Platter Supper 
Bring your own nibbles, drinks & glasses! 

Tickets £7.50  
From Sue Welsford, 811303 

All Profits to Christian Aid 
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Wedding Dresses  

through the Decades 
 

Saturday 29 April & 

Sunday 30 April 

2.00—4.30 
All Saints' Church, Clifton 

 
We have 2 wedding 

dresses from the Hitchin 
Museum, as well as 20 
other dresses from 

Clifton brides.  

 

 £5 per person  
including tea and cake in the 

Churchyard 
 

 

Proceeds will go to All Saints' Church Funds 
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Clifton W.I.  
 
There were forty-one members and three visitors at 
the March meeting and AGM.  A warm welcome was 
extended to Ruth Gill from County and everyone 
present by President Pat Wisby.  Jerusalem was sung and the minutes 
of the February meeting were read by Iris, agreed and signed. 
 
The Fish & Chip Supper at the May meeting will cost £6.10p and the 
money will be collected at the April meeting.  Anyone not wanting fish 
will be able to order chicken but the price will be a little higher and will 
be confirmed in April. 
 
We received a thank you letter from St John’s Hospice for the sum of 
£125.49 raised at the February meeting.  We have a number of raffle 
tickets for sale received from National, they are £1 per ticket and the 
first prize is £10,000. 
 
The coach for the trip to Mamma Mia on Wednesday May 17 will leave 
the Golden Lion promptly at 12pm. Val Brace will be our delegate at the 
Annual Council Meeting on Monday April 24 at Kings House, Bedford.  
Ascot Ladies Day at Mount Pleasant Golf Club, Stondon is on June 22.   
 
Notices from County include knit a tea cosy for the Margaret Smart 
Trophy; Visit to Adam Henson’s Cotswold Farm Park on Thursday June 
29; Trip to Heacham Lavender Fields and Sandringham House on 
Monday July 17.  We also received the Financial Statements for 2016. 
 
Ruth Gill gave a brief talk on the happenings at Bedfordshire County 
Federation, and Birthday cards were handed out by Jackie Hall. 
 
The monthly meeting closed and the AGM followed with the Financial 
Report by Treasurer Chris Byers, Secretary’s Annual Report by Iris 
Smyrk and a brief report by Pat Wisby who thanked all her committee 
and other volunteers for their hard work over the past year. 
 
Following the formalities a game of Crazy Bag Whist followed amidst 
much hilarity and the raffle was drawn followed by refreshments.  
 
At the meeting on April 5 the speaker will be Derek Henderson on 
Wildlife Photography, Tea Ladies will be Barbara Watts, Jennifer Watts 
and Jacqueline Robinson.  Visitors are welcome for a £4 fee. 

Katherine Edwards 816334 
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Streetwatch 
 
I’m sure many of our residents will have 
been alarmed to hear, or read, of the latest 
news from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary (HMIC).  They have stated the 
“effectiveness” our Bedfordshire Police force 
is underperforming and classified as 
inadequate at keeping people safe & 
reducing crime.   
 
This seems to be an ongoing situation, the Inspector’s comments are 
unfair and fail to take account of, or recognise, the complex demands 
and lack of resources due to poor funding. Our Chief Constable, Mr 
Boucher, has stated this is not a fair representation of the work being 
carried out by our Bedfordshire Police. 
 
I am pleased to inform our residents, we have two new “bobbies,” who 
have recently joined our Community Policing Team, namely PC Sally 
Bonham & PCSO Amy Bradley, both are based in Biggleswade.  They 
are responsible for helping to keep Clifton safe.  Unfortunately, our 
relatively new Sergeant, Jason Geary, will be returning to Custody 
duties and as yet his replacement hasn’t been named.  Obviously with 
the above information in mind, we are evermore in need of help from 
our residents.  
 
Could you help us support our Police colleagues by joining our small 
team of Street Watch volunteers who are required to Patrol our village 
for just 2 hours per month. If so, please contact me for more 
information, your help is desperately needed to help keep Clifton safe! 
 
Crimes committed in Clifton in February were at an all-time low.  A 
domestic assault was reported and theft from a car left unlocked in the 
One Stop car park was initially the only crimes reported. However, I 
received a call from the owner of our Indian restaurant, Clifton Cuisine, 
that thieves had broken into his rear area and stolen the used cooking 
oil which was shortly due for collection. This happened at 7.30 am, 
Friday 24th February, little more than a few minutes before parents 
were due to deliver their children to Woodlands Pre-school.  Did you 
noticed anything strange in the car park of Clifton Cuisine - can you 
help? 

Gary Edwards - 01462 816334 
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Interested in playing Bridge?  

Would anyone else like to play during the day?  

If so contact Pat on 01462 811575 
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AN EVENING WITH 
PETER HOWARTH 

 

Lead singer of The Hollies 
 

Saturday 3rd June 
 

7:30 pm 
 
Peter is the current lead singer with The Hollies, a long time 
singer and guitarist with Cliff Richard and star of the West 
End show The Roy Orbison Story. 

An intimate solo performance and a rare opportunity to 
experience Peter’s amazing vocal talent and superb acoustic 
guitar arrangements of hits by The Hollies, Cliff Richard and 
Roy Orbison such as He Ain’t Heavy He’s My Brother, The Air 
That I Breathe, Jennifer Eccles, Devil Woman, Carrie, Pretty 
Woman, Blue Bayou and songs from Peter’s album Evermore: 
Songs of Love and Inspiration. 

Tickets £15 from Terry and Anne Sullivan, 01462 817491 

All profits to All Saints Church 

Tickets for the evening are strictly limited, book soon to 
avoid disappointment 

Biggleswade & District Art Society 

Spring Exhibition 

8th & 9th April 2017 

10.00 am - 4.00 pm 

Northill Village Hall (opposite the church) 

Free Admission • Original Paintings for Sale • Refreshments • 
Home-made Cakes • Raffle 

For more information please call Karen on 07957 539594 or visit 
www.biggleswade-art-society.co.uk 

http://www.biggleswade-art-society.co.uk/
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Young Bell-ringers’ Success 
 
On Saturday 11th March, the Biggleswade District 
held their annual striking competition. This is a 
competition where bands of ringers will ring 120 
changes which are judged by 2 judges sitting outside 
the tower.  
 
This year, Clifton entered 2 teams. Our rounds team included Izzy and 
Josie who have been ringing for less than a year. They rang very well 
and received compliments from the judges. This band was placed 4th. 
Our second team rang a method (this is what we call defined patterns) 
and we won! We were delighted that Stan Ashton was able to join us 
for this and rang in the winning team.  

Philippa Whittington 

On Sunday 12 March, 2017 a quarter peal of  
1260 JULIE MCDONNELL NEW  BOB TRIPLES 

Was rung in 45 minutes 
 

1      Frank W Rivett (Conductor) 
2      Nicholas D Brown 
3      Teresa J Brown 
4      Susan M Silver 
5      John P Loveless 
6      Philippa M Whittington 
7      Russell A Brown 
8      Linda M Garton 

 
Bellringers Strike Back Against Blood Cancer 

A sponsored event to increase awareness of blood cancer, recruit 
stem cell donors, and raise money for research and to fund stem cell 
transplants. By Christmas 2016 over £7 million had been raised.  
Julie McDonnell, a bell ringer from Hastings who has Leukaemia 
(CML) founded a group called SBABC (Strike Back Against Blood 
Cancer) whose aim is to raise the awareness of the 137 blood cancers 
that exist.  They also promote 
the awareness of Donors 
Registers such as Anthony 
Nolan and DKMS and the work 

of Bloodwise.  

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjajrLDmdvSAhWGLMAKHUf7D_wQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fbellropespider.org%2Ftag%2Fstriking-back-against-blood-cancer%2F&bvm=bv.149760088,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNGwVlwqhoaD
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Clifton Planning Update – Central Beds Decisions to 9 March  
 
CB/17/00726/LB – 24 February 2017 – The Grange, Grange Street, SG17 
5EW. Listed Building Consent : Replacement of roof tiles to the annexe. 
Consultation period. 
 

CB/17/00466/NMA - 27 January 2017 – 23 Shefford Road, SG17 5RG 
Listed Building Consent : Replacement of roof tiles to the annexe. Granted. 
 

CB/17/00291/Full – 20 Jan 2017 – 14-16 Hitchin Lane, SG17 5RS 
Proposed erection of 6 dwellings on land to the rear of 14-16 Hitchin Lane, 
Clifton and associated construction of vehicular access and turning. Awaiting 
decision. 
 

CB/17/00019/ADV – 3 Jan 2017 – Clifton Post Office, 27 Shefford Road, 
SG17 5RG Advertisments: Item 1 = 1 x Fascia Sign. Item 2 = 1 x PETG 
Frames. Item 3 (A,B) 2 x Window Graphics. Item 4 = 1 x ATM Sign. Item 5 = 1 
x ATM Clip Frame. Item 7 = 4 x Poster Frames. Granted.. 
 

CB/16/05716/FULL – 12 December 2016 – Wren Park, Hitchin Road, Shefford 
Erection of additional B8 industrial building comprising three units, car parking 
and hardstanding. Consultation period.. 
 

CB/16/05098/FULL – 3 November 2016 – 47 Pedley Lane, SG17 5QT 
Proposed rear first & ground floor extensions incorporating rear dormer 
window and detached garage to side. Granted.. 
 

CB/16/04918/OUT – 25 October 2016 – The Paddock, New Road 
Outline Application: Development of 20 dwellings, public open space, 
landscaping, parking and associated works. All matters to be reserved with 
the exception of access. Awaiting decision. 
 

CB/16/03469/FULL – 24 August  2016 – Clifton Park, New Road, SG17 5JH. 
Change of use of land to create new community hub with community shop, 
meeting space, amenity area, woodland walk and wildlife pond and to site 29 
residential caravans including 15 for affordable rent. Granted 
 

CB/15/01657/OUT – 19 May 2015 - Samuel Whitbread Community College, 
Shefford Road, SG17 5QS. Outline Application: enhancement of sporting 
facilities including new '4G' floodlit pitch, tennis courts, improved grass pitches 
and new changing rooms. Construction of up to 64 new homes on land south 
west of the main school buildings and new access from Hitchin Road. – 
Awaiting decision 
 

CB/15/02733/OUT- 3 August 2015 – Land off Hitchin Lane. 
Outline planning permission for up to 97 residential dwellings (including up to 
35% affordable housing), demolition of existing outbuildings, introduction of 
structural planting and landscaping, informal public open space and children's 
play area, surface water flood mitigation and attenuation, vehicular access 
point from Hitchin Lane and New Road and associated ancillary works. All 
matters to be reserved with the exception of the main site accesses. – Appeal 
refused. 
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Hi Everyone, 
   

On the 26th May, starting at 7.30 pm, we would like to invite you to a social 
evening at the Clifton Cricket Cub, to promote membership to the Residents' 
Association, and for a £5.00 donation we can offer you a drink or wine and a 
bite to eat.  
 

Come down and meet the people behind the names that you have heard 
about in the village. We will all be there to meet and greet you and talk about 
any aspects of village life that you like or dislike. If you have any fantastic 
ideas to improve the village come and let us know. This is your village, your 
community, and your opinion counts! More details from Tony Hyde on 01462 
504335. 
 

A big thank you to all the 35 people that turned out for the litter pick weekend 
in March. The village has a clean appearance again. Well Done!  At the last 
committee meeting I asked where the worst litter strewn road was. It was 
Stanford Lane where some nice people just love to chuck their rubbish out of 
the car windows!! The other bad area was the Memorial Garden opposite the 
church and this was mainly DRUG PARAPHERNALIA!! 
 

We are looking to set up a Facebook  site and review our website page. more 
details to follow. 

                            In the meantime,  stay lucky...........Den Fensome 

Stars of Aragon Awards 2017 
Celebrating the achievements of 

individuals and groups 
Examples of categories: 

 Good neighbour : A person who helps out their neighbours or helps out 
in their local area 

 
 Best kept area / street: Could be a communal area, shop / restaurant 

front, street, pond area etc 
 
 Volunteer award: A person or group who volunteers in their local area 

with a project or group 
 

 Best community project: A project such as community safety, local 
health group, youth group etc 

 
All details, nomination forms and more categories from: 

Sasha.mcgregor@aragon-housing.co.uk or  
Nicola.king@aragon-housing.co.uk 

mailto:Sasha.mcgregor@aragon-housing.co.uk
mailto:Nicola.king@aragon-housing.co.uk
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NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
 
SMARTWATER 
 
The offer mentioned previously is still available. Details 
are still on our website as below or contact me on 07482 790269. 
SMARTWATER is a Police-approved forensic property marking kit. It 
makes an invisible uniquely coded DNA mark when applied to 
valuables. If these are stolen then retrieved it gives 100% traceability 
back to the owners, thus helping a conviction to be secured and the 
property to be returned. 
 
MEMBERSHIP  
 
Are you a long-serving member of Neighbourhood watch? If so, please 
read on… At the end of summer 2016, a small group looked into the 
state of NW in Clifton. It was apparent that records of individual 
members were only being kept by Street coordinators, and that most of 
those records were either not available or out of date. So, most of the 
existing membership of NW was unknown! At that time an initiative was 
put in place to recruit new members, and a village register is now kept 
of these. We now wish to try to include people who think that they are 
members, but who are unknown to NW. Are you one of these? If so, 
please contact me below, to be included. As a test – I will send out an 
email to everybody on the register, shortly after the April edition of 
Clifton Chronicles is distributed. If you have an email address, and you 
DO NOT receive this email, you may be one of our ‘missing souls’ – 
please make yourself known, as below. 
 
 
BEDS ALERT 
 
this is a service offered by public bodies such as the Fire & Rescue 
service, the Police, Borough councils and so on, to the population of 
Bedfordshire. It has also been deployed in other counties, using local 
branding. It is a mechanism for these bodies to send out public service 
announcements by email to subscribers, who may filter such 
messages according to their individual areas of interest. Being a 
member of Clifton NW is one easy way of opting in to this service. 
 

Terry Whiffen, 07482 790269 
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The Lions reach 100 

whilst we approach 40 

 
Lions Clubs International are 100 years old this 
year. Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club will be 39.  
Worldwide we have over 1.4 million members in 
46,000 clubs across some 200 countries.  Locally we have 22 
members serving the towns and villages around Biggleswade and 
Sandy.  We could really  do with a few more members to help us 
continue serving this community. 
 
As I write this article, we have just held our annual Jumble Sale at 
Clifton Community Centre which raised over £600 for our Charitable 
funds. We have placed 19 Easter Eggs in local Pubs and Clubs and 
have just  launched our 2017 Logo Quiz with a £100 prize for the 
winning entry.  You will find us throughout the summer  at  local Village 
Fetes.  On May 13th we are holding our popular Summer Dance at the 
Weatherley Centre.  In June we are running our always eagerly 
awaited daytrip to Wicksteed Park for local disadvantaged youngsters, 
their carers and family members. 
 
A Lions Club is a sociable group of people from a variety of 
backgrounds who employ their varied skills to serve the Community by 
raising funds to enable a little sunshine to be brought into otherwise 
unfortunate lives.   Above all, it is most important that we enjoy and 
have fun whilst carrying out this work. 
 
Our website www.biggleswadesandylions.org.uk  and facebook page 
reflect mainly our fundraising and social activities because our 
community service projects are usually discreet ones that have been 
referred to us by the appropriate authorities. 

 
If you feel that you would like to learn more 
about us, why don’t you come along to one of 
our meetings that are held on the first and third 
Wednesdays of each month at 8:00 pm in 
Biggleswade Conservative Club, or call  
 

David or Judith on 01462 814693  

http://www.biggleswadesandylions.org.uk
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton 
 

Sunday Services 
 

*10.30 am and 6.00 pm.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month 

*The 10.30 am Sunday morning service for Providence Baptist Church,  
will continue to be held at the Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. 

 

Mondays (term time) 
Mums and Tots – 10.00 am 
5 Up Club – 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm. 
Explorers 5:30-6:30 (for Reception to Year 4), at the Church  
 

Wednesdays 
Weekly bible study and prayer meetings – ring for details. 
 

Thursdays 
11.30 am—1.00 pm – Coffee-pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink. 
 

 

Fridays (term time) 
10.00 am: Mums and Tots. 

 

Secretary: Ron Cook 01462 850643  

 
 

Clifton Community Centre 

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a new, spacious, well-equipped 
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on 
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to 
use this hall see: 

www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre 

To check availability and make a booking, please contact: 

parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk  

Sharon Kingham 07547 129038 or 

Bob Anderson on 07546 239784 

Booking forms and conditions of  hire can be  
downloaded from the website. 
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 

 
St Francis of Assisi,  
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford 

  

 Father   Canon Bennie Noonan 813436 

 Deacon   Rev Peter Hyde   711702 

 Parish Secretary Rose Boulton   811547 

     Sister Margaret   814079 

Sunday Services 

St Francis   9.00 am 5.15 pm 

 

Saturday Service 

St Francis   11.00 am 

 
 

Shefford Methodist Church 
 
Minister Dave Haseldine  813284 

 Steward Elspeth   817199 
 Bookings Chris & Peter  815069 
 
 Sunday Service 

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche  
facilities & refreshments afterwards 
Other activities see the notice-board & 
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk  
 

 
Salvation Army, Stotfold 

 
Captain Nicola Brooksbank    01462-731072 

Sunday Services:   10.30 am,    6 pm 

     Sunday School  11.15 
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28 

 

 Alphabetic Index of Advertisers  
Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets 

Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them 

P Advertiser 

J AG Plumbing Services 

L ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd 

G BEST Nursery 

E Bicycle Repair & Servicing 

E Carrie Molloy Treatments 

E Chris Jones Property Services 

K Colin Britten Tiling 

J Comer Construction 

L Courtland Services Partnership Ltd 

K CTP Construction 

K D P Building & Plastering 

K Denise Price Dog Instructor 

F Dynamic Theatre Dance School 

D French House Letting 

H G & S Services Property Maintenance 

H Get Fit With Tessa 

J Greame Harley Chiropodist 

G I R Quince Monumental Mason 

I J Child Plumbing 

I J W Baxter Butcher 

E James Cullip Decorator 

G James Gray Discos 

G John Butler Building Services 

B John R Cranston Chiropodist 

P Advertiser 

B Jones Hunt Accountants 

K Julian Biggs Plumbing & Heating, Sweep 

C Lucas, Huntley & Co 

L Mad Hatters Theatre School 

D Marc Dellar Garden Services 

C Martin Roe Decorator 

D Martyn Jaggard Decorator 

F Neuve Audio 

B Neville Funeral Service 

C Pam Rogers Music Lessons 

B Paul Goodchild Electrician 

E Pet Home Comforts 

D Peter H Wright Plumbing & Heating 

F R & J Building Services 

H RDG Plumbing & Heating 

B Shefford Dental Surgery 

I Slimming World 

C Stefan Baltruschat Plasterer 

H Stephen Hing Opticians 

G Stephen J Nott Electrician 

E The Carpet Cleaner 

D The Hair Factory 

C The White Rooms 

J Yoga with Rick 


