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The Clifton Chronicles  
 

The Clifton Chronicles is published 11 times a year and distributed 
to each of the 1400 houses in Clifton. We are the longest 
continuously running village magazine in Bedfordshire (possibly in 
the country). The Chronicles is produced and distributed entirely 
by a friendly team of over 40 volunteers. If you want to help with 
this amazing local enterprise please get in touch or if you have any 
suggestions we would also like to hear from you. 
 

Our revenue comes primarily from: local businesses who advertise, 
donations from local clubs and societies who regularly contribute 
and grants from Parish Council and All Saints Church. 
 

All contributions and information from clubs, societies and general 
community interest items are welcome, the editor reserves the 
right to make decisions on content.  Please e-mail contributions to: 

chronicles@clifton-beds.co.uk 

Next edition: February 2017 

Copy deadline: January 10th  
 

Kathy Blackmore  646371,  
Clifton on the Web—www.clifton-beds.co.uk 



2 

 

 

A
ll S

a
in

ts
’ C

h
u

rc
h

 

Rector  Revd Caren Topley, 8 Rectory Close, 

Clifton. rector@clifton-beds.co.uk 

01462 

615499 

Churchwardens Anne Sullivan, 7 KnollsWay 

Marjorie Cakebread, Stanford Rd 

817491 

815599 

Reader Robin Welsford, 13 Pedley Lane 811303 

Organist & 

Choirmaster 

  

PCC Treasurer Frank Rivett 
27 Purcell Way, Shefford 

851816 

PCC Secretary Philippa Whittington 27 Purcell Way 851816 

Church Hall 
Bookings 

Dorothy Brown 
1 Lychmead, Clifton 

628982 

Bell-ringing Cpt Stan Ashton, 15A Pedley Lane 813340 

Mothers’ Union Betsy Gray, 18 Hitchin Lane, Clifton 629690 

Messy Church Suzanne Stapleton, 811929; Ruth Gray 812820 
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Head-teacher Mrs Carol Ward 628444 

School  
Governors 

Chair: Philippa Whittington 
Vice-chair: Peter Blackmore 

851816 
646371 

School Bookings Justine McCarthy, 628444 
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Parish Council 
Chairman 
Clerk (Community 
Centre bookings) 

Barry Livesey 
75 Shefford Road, 
Sharon Kingham  
parish.council@clifton-beds.co.uk 

811385 
 
07547 
129038  

MP 
Nadine Dorries,  

Constituency Office, St Michael’s 
Close, High Street, Shefford 

811992 

Councillors 
Henlow, Arlesey, 
Henlow Camp & 
Stondon 

Richard Wenham, 2 Jordan Close, 
Henlow SG16 6PH, 
 
Ian Dalgarno, 172 High Street, 
Arlesey SG15 6TB, 

0300 300 
8563 
 
 
735510 
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Editor Kathy Blackmore, Hawarden Cottage, 

47 Church Street, Clifton 

646371 

Advertising Advertising year runs May to April 

don-gray@ntlworld.com 

629690 

Distribution John Good, Pedley Lane, Clifton 812596 
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Biggleswade 

Gardening Club 

Mr A Gray 

www.biggleswade.gardenclub.care4free.net 

01767 

221428 

Brownies  Email: firstcliftonbrownies@outlook.com 

www.girlguiding.org.uk 

  

Care Scheme   07817 614654 

Cricket Club Chair: Ricky Monaghan, 
rick1232@hotmail.com 
Vice Chairman Julian Boothy  

07528 
445888  

Friends All 
Saints Church 

Keith Pledger, 2 Chapel Close  
k.pledger@ntlworld.com 

629020 

Football Club Jason Shacklock, 816881 

Guides www.girlguiding.org.uk   

Langford  
Tennis Club 

www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk 
Contact; Paul Metcalfe 

700991 

Police Contact The snr community officer: Sgt Gary Kidd 01234 
842531 

Providence 
Baptist Church 

Ron Cook 850643 

Rainbows girlguiding.org.uk   

Residents 
Association 

BobSmith, Secretary 
30 New Road  

812336 

Scouts  
(All ages) 

Mrs Georgina Oxton (Membership Officer) 08456 
046848 

Toddlers cliftontoddlers@gmail.com  

WI Pat Wisby    816451  

Woodlands Pre-School, Breakfast & After School Clubs 
www.thewoodlandspreschool.co.uk   
thewoodlands1@btconnect.com  

811486 

 

mailto:rick1232@hotmail.com
mailto:k.pledger@ntlworld.com
http://www.langfordtennisclub.org.uk
mailto:thewoodlands1@btconnect.com
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December 

4 Advent Carol Service, Church, 6.30 

5 Lions Clifton Sleigh Runs 

7 
Carol Singing in the Churchyard, 6.00 

WI Christmas Party, Church Hall (members and invited guests) 

12 
Lions Clifton Sleigh Runs 

Friends Christmas dinner, Clifton Cuisine, 7.30 for 8.00 

14 Afternoon Tea, 2.00-4.00, Church, Clifton Care Scheme 

18 9 Lessons and Carols,6.30, Church 

20 Mothers’ Union, 2.00 pm, Church Hall, “Christmas Celebration” 

24 Christmas Eve Communion, 11.00 pm, Church 

25 Family Communion, 10.30 am, in Church 

28 Afternoon Tea, 2.00-4.00, Church, Clifton Care Scheme 

January 

1 Joint Service, Southill Church, 10.00 (no service in Clifton) 

4 
Afternoon Tea, 2.00-4.00, Church, Clifton Care Scheme WI in 

Church Hall at 7.30pm 

18 Afternoon Tea, 2.00-4.00, Church, Clifton Care Scheme 

22 Messy Church, Church Hall, 10.30 

25 WI Trip to 'Mamma Mia' Milton Keynes Theatre 

26 WI Lunch at Clifton Cuisine  

29 Christingle, 4.00, Church 

February 

1 
Afternoon Tea, 2.00-4.00, Church, Clifton Care Scheme 

WI in Church Hall at 7.30pm 

15 Afternoon Tea, 2.00-4.00, Church, Clifton Care Scheme 

25 Pre-Lent Supper, Church Hall, ‘Chinese New Year’ 
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Church Open 
An open church building is a powerful signal that we welcome all people. 
Many of our churches, and All Saints, Clifton is no exception, have been a 
central part of our communities for hundreds of years and they are rich 
repositories of history and memory. For visitors from near and far, the 
opportunity to explore the building and to learn about the present and 
past communities who have worshipped in them is a valuable one.  

Unlocked churches are also an invitation to the curious and the 
seeker, to spend time in the quiet and reflect on our lives. 

I commend this initiative and pray for those who are leading it.  
+Alan St Albans 

All Saints’ Church Services 
 

See also: Church Services and Rotas,  
(at back of magazine for dates) 

 
Sundays: 
8.00  2nd Sunday Book of Common Prayer  
  4th Sunday Common Worship  
 
10.30am  Family Communion 1st Sunday 
  Parish Communion 2nd, 3rd Sunday 
  Morning Worship (Non-communion) 4th Sunday 
  Messy Church 4th Sunday (Church Hall) 
 
10.00am  Joint Service with Southill every 5th Sunday  
  alternating between the churches. 
  Next joint service at Southill 1st January 2017 and 
  29th January 2017 (No service at Clifton) 
 
6.30pm  Evensong: 1st, 2nd, 3rd, Sundays 
 
Wednesdays: 10.00am Holy Communion 
 

Church Open: 
9am - until dark (during the winter season) 

You are very welcome to come in and pray  
or visit our 13th century Church. 

https://chrislyford.files.wordpress.com/2012/03/door-number-2.jpg


6 

 

Dear Friends 

Well, hasn’t this leap year of 2016 been full 
of surprises? 

Great and surprising (?) expectations were 
met this year: the Queen celebrated her 90th 
birthday; a space mission to Jupiter revealed its moon Juno to us; 
the Olympics and Paralympics were amazing; Andy Murray is no.1 
tennis player in the world!   

Other surprises may not have met our expectations! Whichever 
way you voted about the European Union, the BREXIT vote will lead 
us down a new road in 2017. The USA has a new president and we 
hope that the surprising result will lead to new opportunities for 
our world.   

With Christmas around the corner I’m dropping hints to my family 
about what I’d like to see in my Christmas stocking this year. So 
my expectations may be realised. I will try to be grateful and 
thankful for whatever comes my way. What we get or expect are 
two different things!  For, surprises can be pleasant or really 
unpleasant! We didn’t choose to be born; most of the refugees 
from Syria didn’t choose to be displaced.   

However, surprisingly, Jesus was one person who did choose to be 
born and he chose to die for us too that we might know God’s 
forgiveness and be brought back into a right relationship with God.  

While Santa puts gifts under your tree remember ....   

JESUS became our gift and died on a tree...the cross. We 
need to put Christ back in CHRISTmas, Jesus is still the reason 
for the season. 

"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life" (John 3:16).  
  

May God Bless you this Christmas and be with you as you journey 
into the New Year. 

Revd Caren. 
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All Saints’ Church 
From the Registers 

 
Baptisms: 
23rd October   Eliza Monica Mae Underwood 
 

27th November  Faith Alexis Litton 
    Jaxson Zac Litton 
 

4th December  Logan Ronald Housden 
 
Marriage: 
22nd October  Daniel Baker & Hannah Moore 
 

Burial of Ashes: 
25th October            Olive Rose Day 
 

28th October   Pamela Henry 
 

24th November  Roy Cooper 

All Saints’ Clifton Young Ringers 
 
In June when we held the Queen’s 90th birthday 
celebrations, the ringers arranged for the 
Charmborough Ring of bells so that people could 
see what bell-ringing is about and have a go. 
From that event, we gained 3 young ringers at 
Clifton.  
 
Izzy and Cara started learning in June and in September were joined 
by Josie. Since then, they have joined us at our regular Friday evening 
practice and we have held a bell-ringing after school club on a 
Wednesday to develop the skills required. We were very pleased that 
they were able to come to ring with us for Remembrance Sunday, 
before joining the congregation for the Act of Remembrance at the War 
Memorial. They have all worked very hard and made good progress. If 
anyone else is interested in learning to ring, please contact Stan 
Ashton – we are happy to teach anyone who is aged 10 and over.  
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CLIFTON 
CARE SCHEME 

 

LONELY OR DON’T GET OUT MUCH? 

Do you ever feel a bit alone, can’t get about as much as you 
used to, or simply feeling out of touch with the community? 

Would you enjoy a cup of tea (or coffee) and cake or biscuits 
with a few friends; especially if someone would collect you by 
car and help if you have any mobility difficulties? 

Your Care Scheme thinks they may have the answer. We have 
launched regular afternoon teas which commenced on 16th 
November which will provide transport, help if needed, and 
refreshments – all entirely free. Of course the project can 
only succeed if people participate. 

Even if you don’t think of yourself as lonely you are still 
welcome to come along to chat with fellow villagers and to 
help things “go with a swing”. 

Next session will be on 14th December at 2.00 pm in Clifton 
Church. If you would like to come along please call us on our 
regular number below and tell us if you also need a lift or 
have any mobility problems. 

Finally, our thanks to our new rector for the free use of the 
Church and its’ facilities without which this would not be 
possible. 

DO YOU NEED HELP? 
We are here to serve everyone in whatever way we can, so if 
you need our help, advice, or assistance please call us on . . . . 

07817 614654 

. . . . . and we’ll do our best to help. 
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Afternoon Tea  

2.00—4.00 
Come and join us for tea & chat 

 
It is FREE but you can make a voluntary donation,  

held in the church 
 

 
 

December: 14th & 28th 
January:  4th & 18th 
February:  1st & 15th 
March:  1st, 15th & 29th 

 
Clifton Care Scheme 

GOLDEN LION GOLF SOCIETY 
 
Our October competition was played at Wavendon GC, 
competing for the Martin/Swain Trophy. The weather was 
sunny but with a chilly breeze, a pleasant autumn day. This is 
our final competition of the season. Our winners were: 
 

1st   with 38 pts – Ian Saunders 

2nd  with 34pts OCB – Harvey Price  

3rd   with 34pts OCB – Ian Martin 

Nearest the Pin – Lin Paine 

Longest Drive – Gordon Ward 
 
Our next competition will be in March, 2017.  
 

If you are interested in joining us, please contact: 
 

Harvey Price on 01462 812781 or  
John Wall on 01462 814097. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjtsNXdoJTQAhWDDRoKHbx_CrYQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fsewingconnectionauckland.wordpress.com%2Fcategory%2Fmeeting-announcements%2F&bvm=bv.137904068,d.ZGg&psig=AFQj
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Reminder 
FRIENDS CHRISTMAS DINNER 

a Christmas Celebration  
 

Dinner at Clifton Cuisine 
Monday 12th December  - 7.30pm for 8pm dinner 

- with a choice of starter and main dishes from 
their varied menu, plus tea or coffee.    

 
£14 per head for signed up Friends, and £15 per head for anyone else.   
The dinner price does not include drinks, which can be purchased 
directly on the night.   We will hold a raffle and there will be some nice 
prizes on offer. 
 
Booking to me at gseaby@btinternet.com or 01462-813991 

Graham Seaby. 

Marie Curie Coffee Morning 
 

Pat Kemp and Valerie Brace would like to thank 
everyone for coming to their coffee morning. 
It was a lovely sunny morning and many people came. The village 
hall was buzzing! We had a bring and buy, raffle, some books, a 
cake stall and Kate Slavin had a large table of knitted goods and 
cards and Christmas wrapping. 
 
An amazing amount of money was taken. The total was £561, which 
included a very generous donation from Kate and a few other 
donations.    
 

A special mention must also go to the WI committee and members 
who helped man the stalls and generally help make the event much 
easier for us. It was a good morning!   

Val Brace  

 

Clifton Mothers’ Union Group 

Tuesday December 20th,   

2.00 pm in the Church Hall  

“Christmas Celebration” 

mailto:gseaby@btinternet.com
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Clifton All Saints’ Academy  
As we enter the Christmas Season, we at Clifton All 
Saints Academy are very busy getting ourselves and 
the children ready for our Christmas Celebrations. 
These include our Robins class Nativity, and our main 
school production exploring the story behind the Nativity from the 
viewpoint of the people involved.    

We have also had our Christmas Fayre shared with All Saints Church 
which, as always, was a busy, creative and festive affair involving 
members of both the school and the church together.  Lots of games, 
prizes, refreshments and of course, Father Christmas. Shefford Town 
Band got us in the Christmas mood with carols and the children 
entertained with their singing. 

Christmas is a great time of the year for sharing and caring and the 
school are, and will be doing that through the fayre, the plays and 
singing Carols in the Churchyard.  If you wish to join us for any of these 
events then please check the website or contact the school for further 
details, although attendance at the plays may be restricted due to the 
size of the Hall.   

The staff and helpers at the school would like to wish everyone in 
Clifton a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year, and we look 
forward to ringing in another successful year at Clifton All Saints 
Academy. 

With best wishes for the festive season and 2017 
Carol Ward, Head Teacher 

Carols in the Churchyard 
7th December 

6.00 pm  
 

All Saints’ Academy children will be carol singing, 
come along and enjoy this really festive occasion. 

 
The All Saints’ Academy PTA will provide  refreshments. 

 

Come and join us! 
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Clifton W.I.  
 
The November meeting was the 94th Birthday of Clifton 
WI.  We celebrated with a beautiful cake, cut by Mary 
Morgan, and wine. Pat Wisby welcomed 40 members and two visitors after 
which Jerusalem was sung followed by the reading, approval and signing 
of the minutes of the October meeting. 
 
Thanks were given to Pat Kemp for organising the annual dinner at The 
Green Man and Sally Noon for organising the trip to Cats.  The Marie 
Curie coffee morning raised £551 and Pat & Val thanked everyone for their 
support. 
 
The 2017 NFWI Annual Meeting will be in Liverpool on Wednesday June 
7, where we will be represented by a delegate from Henlow WI.  
Information about the six Resolutions for 2017 are in the November issue 
of WI Life and will be voted on at our January meeting. 
 
An afternoon with Adam Henson is on Thursday March 23 at 1pm in Kings 
House, Bedford, cost £25; Burn’s Night Supper on Wednesday January 25 
at Wilstead Village Hall, £20; The County Quiz at Kempston Addison 
Centre on Tuesday February 28 at 7.30pm and a Tour round the Royal 
Hospital Chelsea is on two dates, Tuesday March 14 and Wednesday 
March 22, £30 including tour and coach.   
 
Seven members have volunteered to demonstrate their skills at craft 
evenings in January & February 2018 and Pat would welcome one or two 
more please. This year’s members will receive a £5 voucher towards next 
year’s subscriptions which are due in January.  Commencing in the Spring 
will be a new monthly walking group organised by Chris Byers. Our annual 
Indian lunch at Clifton Cuisine has been arranged for Thursday January 
26. 
 
Our speaker was Duty Inspector Nick Masters from Biggleswade Police 
Station. He gave us a very interesting talk and answered lots of questions 
regarding safety in our village. 
 
The Christmas Party on December 7 is for members and invited guests 
from other WIs, no visitors at this event.  Entertainment will be by Fiona 
Harrison.  Doors open at 6.30pm, food to be served at 7pm. 
 
At the meeting on January 4 we will play ‘Call my Bluff’ organised by Pat 
Wisby and the tea ladies will be Marion Lewis, Gill Brown and Jean Wyer. 

Katherine Edwards 816334 
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Save the date 

25th February 2017 

Pre-Lent Supper 

Church Hall 

Celebrate the Chinese New Year 

St Neots Concert Band 

Spring Concert 
Sunday 26th March 2017 

All Saints’ Church 

7.30 pm 
 
The band consists of about 25 players and their repertoire is 
typically a mixture of original works for concert band, ar-
rangements of songs from the shows and arrangements of 
classical music pieces.  They have a web site http://
www.stneotsconcertband.com/ 
 

Tickets, available after Christmas: 
 

£8 for adults and £5 for under 16  
(for tickets bought in advance) 

 

£10 at the door 
 

Phone Kathy Blackmore 646371 to reserve tickets 

http://www.stneotsconcertband.com/
http://www.stneotsconcertband.com/
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Other Dates for the 2017 diary: 
 

Christian Aid Quiz—16th May 
 

All Saints Church Fete—10th June 

Wedding Dresses 
through the Decades 

 
An exhibition of dresses worn by local brides from 

1890s to the present day. Including bridesmaid 
dresses, shoes and flowers  

 
 

Friday 28th April, 7.00-9.00  
Private viewing, invitation only,  £10 

 
Saturday and Sunday 

April 29th & 30th 2017, 2.30-4.30 
£5 Includes tea and cake   

 
If you have a wedding dress you are prepared to 

lend please contact: 
 

Julie-Anne 01462 851400 

All Saints’ PTA 
 

Family Bingo 
Thanks to everyone who attended our first family bingo 
night, we raised over £600. We had lots of new faces join 
us for the evening, and everyone had a fun packed time. 
Especially thank you to Mr Bellamy from Henlow Academy who was 
our expert caller and organiser for the evening.  
 

Christmas Fayre 
Thank you for everyone who attended the Fayre and for 
the local companies who gave us raffle prizes.  
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Clifton Streetwatch  
 

I’m pleased to advise the extraordinary crime wave that hit Clifton 
during September didn’t continue into October. However, 
surprisingly we did have more assaults with two of these causing 
actual bodily harm, section 47. These two offences, 1st October in 
Bilberry Road at 04.30 hrs and on 14th October on Shefford Road at 09.30hrs. 
Two incidents of common assault occurred in Church Street on 7th October at 
19.40 hrs and 30th October at 00.45 hrs, should anyone have witnessed these 
problems please contact our Police colleagues on 101. The only other 
reported crime involved theft from a motor vehicle in Bilberry Road at 5 pm 4 th 
October. 
 

A few days ago, 7th November, Bedfordshire’s Special Constabulary 
welcomed 30 new volunteer police officers who will soon be on duty 
throughout the county.  Having completed their initial training these Special 
Constables will have a further two years “on the job” tuition and support from 
experienced colleagues before they become independent. Want to become a 
Special?  For more information, please email 
BeSpecial@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk 
 

Now that the clocks have gone back and the nights are much darker, burglars 
may take advantage of the shorter daylight hours to operate, however there 
are a few simple steps you can take to protect your home. 

Á Use your lights at home – keep them on a timer when you are out so it 

looks like someone is home 

Á Make sure all doors on your house and vehicle are securely locked at all 

times. If you have a UPVC door at home, make sure it is double locked 

Á Keep all valuables and keys safely out of sight from windows, both in your 

home and car. Close curtains with a light on indoors. 

Á Never leave garages or sheds unlocked – not only can valuable tools be 

appealing to thieves, they can also be used to force entry to your home 

Á Don’t hide your keys under a doormat or in a flowerpot – it’s the first place 

a would-be offender will look 

Á Ask a friend to keep an eye on your house when you go away, and do the 

same for neighbours by remaining alert to suspicious activity in your street 

Á If you spot someone behaving suspiciously, contact police immediately 

Á Join our neighbourhood Watch scheme and with it the Beds Alert Service,  
 

We are gradually increasing our membership and have Terry Whiffen as our 
Clifton Co-ordinator, we hope you will join us to help make our community a 
safer place to live.  

Gary Edwards - 01462 816 334 

mailto:BeSpecial@bedfordshire.pnn.police.uk
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Hi Everyone, 

I sit here on 8th November and it is getting colder day by day! 

Clifton Residents Association would like to wish you and your families a 
very merry Christmas and a healthy, prosperous New year. 

I have mentioned in previous issues that we are trying to create leisure 
groups and encompass established groups in our village. One that 
comes to mind, that I am very interested in, is photography. We already 
have a active walking group, which is well attended. Another interest 
mentioned was the history of Clifton. Is there a group already? 

We are exploring the possibility of computer training from beginners 
upwards. This could be arranged through Aragon Housing Association 
for tenants and might include private residents. It is covered by the 
'learn my way' scheme and is a 4 week introductory course with up to 8 
people at a session 

Are you new to the village? Do you need more information about the 
Resident's Association? Please get in touch with our secretary on 
812336. 

How about starting the new year by becoming a member of Clifton 
Residents Association, it costs you nothing, and your input could be 
very valuable to  the Clifton Village Community. 

By the time you read this, our new officers will have been elected, and 
are published on our web site, and we all look forward to an active 
rewarding 2017. 

Happy New Year to You and stay lucky, Den Fensome 

Retired People Afternoon Table Tennis 
 
Is now up and playing. We play doubles on two tables, 
play one game, sit one out. The hall is heated, the men 
and women are friendly, the games good fun. Would 
you like to play table tennis with us? 
 
We play on Thursday afternoon for 2 hours each week in Henlow, at a 
cost of £3 per session.  
 
Contact email   forrest54fox@gmail.com 

mailto:forrest54fox@gmail.com
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Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club 
 

OUR PREPARATIONS ARE DONE! 
 

Time goes quickly and once again December is upon us, 
when Biggleswade Sandy Lions will be seeking your help to enable us 
to provide Christmas parcels for those on hard times and the lonely, as 
well as help fund our wide and varied community service work next 
year.  Many are having to tighten their belts because of the economic 
climate, but there are a lot who are finding the going very tough, so we 
would ask you please to be as generous as you possibly can. 
 

Our planned tin shakes in December are at G&M Growers 3rd & 4th, 
Tesco Sandy 10th & 11th, ASDA 16th&17th, Sainsburys 18th & 19th,  

 

Our sleigh runs will be Biggleswade 1st&14th, Langford 8th&15th, Potton 
13th, Clifton 5th & 12th and Henlow 20th, Blunham 17th, Sandy 6th & 19th. 
 

We look forward very much to meeting you as we make our merry way 
around the villages and towns, and stand smiling and welcoming you to 
your supermarket shop!! 
 

A last thought, in this Season of Goodwill, we really do need new 
members.  We believe we do a lot of good deeds around in our 
Community and not just at Christmas, we’re around for the Community 
the whole year.  Please, give it some thought and ask one of our group 
when you see them more about us.  We’d be pleased to give you 
details.  

 

Or, call Judi or Dave Hagger on 01462 814693.   
 

LIONS HELPING THE COMMUNITY 

Lions Clifton Sleigh Runs 
 

5th and 12th December 
 

Please give generously to help the Lions provide 
Christmas Parcels 
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Clifton Leisure Society 
 

Clifton Leisure Society is a group of enthusiastic individuals who are 
keen to add to the excellent activities in the Clifton area. The activities 
we have identified so far are: 

 

Aerobics Classes  
Legs, Bums and Tums aerobics classes on Monday and Thursday 
mornings and evenings. Circuit classes on Thursday evenings. Fitness 
Pilates - evening and day classes. Classes to suit all levels. Website 
www.getfitwithtessa.com or please call Tessa for details - 07787 
970810. 

 

Bedford - contact Robert.lindsey@bedford.gov.uk 
Wellbeing table-tennis Bedford Central Library Weds 2 15 – 3 15 £2  
Wellbeing Swimming Robinson Pool Mondays 3 – 4  
Wellbeing yoga Bedford Central Library Wednesdays 1 – 2 
Walking football Saxon Pool and Leisure Centre, Biggleswade 
Tuesdays 1 30 – 2 30  

 

Book Club 
The book club, like the wine tasting group, hold their meeting in each 
other’s homes about every 6 weeks. A book is chosen to read and 
discussed at the next meeting. For more information, contact Michelle 
Ryan chezr987@gmail.com 

 

Clifton Elder People’s Club 
Every two weeks, contact Glady Dawson 01462 629822 

 

Craft and Chat 
Every Monday morning 10 – 12 (except bank holidays) in All Saints 
Church, Clifton, everyone welcome please contact Chris Killick 01462 
647669 

 

Ladies Keep Fit 
Mondays, Clifton Community Centre, 10 30 til 1130, £1 contact Gladys 
Dawson 01462 629822 

 

Love to Dance 
Classes for over 50’s run by Yvette Wooding a professional dancer and 
qualified fitness instructor No partner required.  Session runs on 
Tuesday morning, 10 30 – 12 30, with coffee break in between! 
Contact www.lovetodance.info, email lovetodance50@live.co.ukor 
01234 817551 

 

Shefford library contact 0300300 8305 
Self help family history group first Tuesday in month 10am 

(Continued on page 20) 

mailto:chezr987@gmail.com
http://www.lovetodance.info
mailto:lovetodance50@live.co.ukor
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Card making 1st Wednesday in month 2 30 
Over 50s walkers Thursdays 10am 
Gardening club Saturday fortnightly 10 30 
Colour-me-calm Adult Colouring Club Thursdays 4 15 – 5 45 
Board games Fridays 4pm 
 

Singing Night 
Singing night for everyone and anyone, 6.30 - 7.30 pm First and Third 
Mondays of the month at St Michaels Church, Shefford.  Pick up a 
leaflet at the church or at the Health Centre.  Looking forward to seeing 
you. Contact Judy  on  07973 159593 
 

Walking Group 
We meet most working day evenings between 6-7 and do about an 
hour's walk around the Clifton area. Of course, most of us aren’t free 
every day so we text or email each other the day before to see who is 
free and what time to meet. For more information, contact Sue Cross 
susancross20032003@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Wine Tasting Group 
The wine tasting group meet every 6 weeks and the group take turns to 
hold the event in each other’s homes.  

Colin Wilkes plays the guitar and ukulele and would like to 
contact anybody else in the village who has the same in-

terests.  
 

Please contact Colin at peancy777@ntlworld.com 

Clifton Christingle 
 

Please note that we will hold 
our Christingle Service this 
year at Candlemas which is: 

 
Sunday 29th January, 4.00 pm 

mailto:susancross20032003@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:peancy777@ntlworld.com
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Clifton Planning Applications Update 
Central Beds Decisions to 8 November 2016 

 
CB/15/02733/OUT- 3 August 2015 – Land off Hitchin Lane. Outline planning 
permission for up to 97 residential dwellings (including up to 35% affordable 
housing), demolition of existing outbuildings, introduction of structural planting 
and landscaping, informal public open space and children's play area, surface 
water flood mitigation and attenuation, vehicular access point from Hitchin 
Lane and New Road and associated ancillary works. All matters to be 
reserved with the exception of the main site accesses. This application was 
refused by CBC, but the applicant has appealed and the hearing will be held 
over two days starting at 10am on 10 January 2017, at Priory House. 
 
CB/16/04249/FULL – 31 October 2016 – 31 Broad Street, SG17 5RJ. 
Removal of indented link and replacement with kitchen extension including 
hipped roof. Consultation period. 
 
CB/16/04006/FULL – 24 October 2016 – 21 Chapel Close, SG17 5YG. Resite 
fencing to enclose adjacent grassed area to the side of the existing garden 
fence. Consultation period. 
 
CB/16/05030/GPDE – 19 October 2016 – 65 Shefford Road, SG17 5RQ. Prior 
Notification of Householder Extension: erection of single storey rear extension 
7.2m beyond the rear wall of the original dwelling, maximum height of 3.0m 
and 2.85m to the eaves. Consultation period. 
 
CB/16/04918/OUT – 25 October 2016 – The Paddock, New Road. Outline 
Application: Development of 20 dwellings, public open space, landscaping, 
parking and associated works. All matters to be reserved with the exception of 
access. Consultation period. 
 
CB/16/04262/FULL – 5 October 2016 – 71 Shefford Road, SG17 5RQ. Part 2 
storey part first floor front and side extension, side infill extension to the 1st 
floor, rear single storey extension, single storey detached garage to the front 
and new garden wall to the front boundary. Awaiting decision. 
 
CB/16/04224/FULL – 13 Sept 2016 - 1 Clifton House Close, SG17 5EQ. Loft 
conversion with roof light windows to the front and rear elevation with the 
erection of a rear pitched roof dormer (Resubmission of CB/16/02157/FULL) 
Granted. 
 
CB/16/03493/LDCP - 8 September 2016 – 21 Legate Place, SG17 5GU. 
Lawful Development Certificate Proposed: Erection of rear extension. 
Granted. 
 
CB/16/03469/FULL – 24 August  2016 – Clifton Park, New Road, SG17 5JH 
Change of use of land to create new community hub with community shop, 

(Continued on page 22) 
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meeting space, amenity area, woodland walk and wildlife pond and to site 29 
residential caravans including 15 for affordable rent. Consultation period. 
 
CB/16/03954/RM – 15 August 2016 – Land at Clifton Farm, Church Street, 
Application for approval of reserved matters following outline approval- 
demolition of existing farm buildings and stabling and their replacement with 3 
barn-style dwellings together with green open space - application no 
CB/15/03192/Out date 21/10/2015. Granted. 
 
CB/16/02883/FULL – 25 July 2016 – 14 New Road, SG17 5JH. Brown closed 
board fence to be repositioned and extended to follow boundary line. – 
Awaiting decision. 
 
CB/15/01657/OUT – 19 May 2015 - Samuel Whitbread Community College, 
Shefford Road, SG17 5QS. Outline Application: enhancement of sporting 
facilities including new '4G' floodlit pitch, tennis courts, improved grass pitches 
and new changing rooms. Construction of up to 64 new homes on land south 
west of the main school buildings and new access from Hitchin Road. – 
Awaiting decision 

Mary Clark 
 

Wishes all her friends and neighbours  
 

A Happy Christmas and health 
and peace for the New Year. 

 

Clistone, Stanford Lane, Clifton 

 
I visited my Dad's grave last week to find that all the special 
items on his grave and all the rest of the graves had been 
removed for a general tidy up.  
 

I appreciate that the rules say no silk flowers or objects on graves, but 
a message in this magazine would of been helpful, as some people 
may of been upset to find their special little bits and pieces put on a 
bench. I found one item on the bench and another on someone else's 
grave, as you can imagine l was upset.  
 
Some people may only visit their loved ones graves a few times a year 
so obviously that's why silk flowers are placed there, surely they are 
not offensive.  

Name supplied. 
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All Saints Churchyard 
 
We endeavour to make our churchyard a place of peace and 
quiet reflection for those who are coming to visit the graves 
of their loved ones. Each of us has individual needs as we 
work through grief and although the regulations covering this 
burial space do seem onerous they are there to provide a 
lovely place for all those who visit.   
 
Responsibility for maintaining our churchyard in Clifton rests 
with the Parochial Church Council. We receive a grant from 
the Parish Council but most of the cost is met by members of 
the congregation. We have a contractor who regularly cuts 
the grass during the growing season and this is supplemented 
by people across the parish who volunteer to help with annual 
maintenance tasks in working parties. 
  
In October we held one of our regular working parties and on 
this occasion we focused on the rear churchyard. As part of 
the tidy-up dead flowers and things not allowed under the 
regulations were removed from graves. We are very sorry for 
any upset or hurt that has been caused. We are particularly  
sorry that we didn’t give advance notice of the planned clear-
up in the Clifton Chronicles; this was an oversight by busy 
volunteers and we will redouble our efforts to make sure this 
does not happen again.  
 
A summary of the regulations is displayed in the churchyard, 
on the Clifton Website and a leaflet is available in church and 
also on the website. For any more information please contact 
the Rector or churchwardens, their contact details can be 
found in Who’s Who on page 2. 
 
By way of apology and in compassion for any hurt caused by 
clearing the church yard, the PCC will allow seasonal artificial 
flowers, not plastic flowers, over the Christmas season this 
year. At the end of the Christmas season (29th January 
2017) any objects not removed by families will be removed.  
 

Rev Caren Topley 
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Providence Baptist Church – Clifton 
 

Sunday Services 
 

*10.30 am and 6.00 pm.  A warm welcome is assured to all. 
Communion following the service 3rd Sunday in the month 
 

*The 10.30 am Sunday morning service for Providence Baptist Church,  
will continue to be held at the Community Centre, Whiston Crescent. 

 

Mondays (term time) 
 

Mums and Tots – 10.00 am 
5 Up Club – 7.00 pm to 8.00 pm. 
Explorers 5:30-6:30 (for Reception to Year 4), at the Church  
 

Wednesdays 
 

Weekly bible study and prayer meetings – ring for details. 
 

Thursdays 
 

11.30 am—1.00 pm – Coffee-pot at the church, feel free to drop in for a drink. 
 

 

Fridays (term time) 
 

10.00 am: Mums and Tots. 
 

Secretary: Ron Cook 01462 850643  

 
 

Clifton Community Centre 

We are fortunate in Clifton to have a new, spacious, well-equipped 
community centre with floodlit parking for 60 cars. For information on 
the facilities available, and to see just how easy and inexpensive it is to 
use this hall see: 

www.clifton-beds.co.uk/halls for hire/Community Centre 

To check availability and make a booking, please contact: 

parish-council@clifton-beds.co.uk  

Sharon Kingham 07547 129038 or 

Bob Anderson on 07546 239784 

Booking forms and conditions of  hire can be  
downloaded from the website. 
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ABOUT OUR FRIENDS 

 
St Francis of Assisi,  
Roman Catholic Church, Shefford 

  

 Father   Canon Bennie Noonan 813436 

 Deacon   Rev Peter Hyde   711702 

 Parish Secretary Rose Boulton   811547 

     Sister Margaret   814079 

Sunday Services 

St Francis   9.00 am 5.15 pm 

 

Saturday Service 

St Francis   11.00 am 

 
 

Shefford Methodist Church 
 
Minister Dave Haseldine  813284 

 Steward Elspeth   817199 
 Bookings Chris & Peter  815069 
 
 Sunday Service 

9.30 am Worship for all, plus Junior Church, crèche  
facilities & refreshments afterwards 
Other activities see the notice-board & 
www.sheffordmethodist.org.uk  
 

 
Salvation Army, Stotfold 

 
Captain Nicola Brooksbank    01462-731072 

Sunday Services:   10.30 am,    6 pm 

     Sunday School  11.15 
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 Alphabetic Index of Advertisers  
Letters indicate the pages on the yellow sheets 

Local Businesses support the Chronicles, please support them 

P Advertiser 

J AG Plumbing Services 

L ASB Property Services (UK) Ltd 

G BEST Nursery 

E Bicycle Repair & Servicing 

E Carrie Molloy Treatments 

E Chris Jones Property Services 

K Colin Britten Tiling 

J Comer Construction 

L Courtland Services Partnership Ltd 

K CTP Construction 

K D P Building & Plastering 

K Denise Price Dog Instructor 

F Dynamic Theatre Dance School 

D French House Letting 

H G & S Services Property Maintenance 

H Get Fit With Tessa 

J Greame Harley Chiropodist 

G I R Quince Monumental Mason 

I J Child Plumbing 

I J W Baxter Butcher 

E James Cullip Decorator 

G James Gray Discos 

G John Butler Building Services 

B John R Cranston Chiropodist 

P Advertiser 

B Jones Hunt Accountants 

K Julian Biggs Plumbing & Heating, Sweep 

C Lucas, Huntley & Co 

L Mad Hatters Theatre School 

D Marc Dellar Garden Services 

C Martin Roe Decorator 

D Martyn Jaggard Decorator 

F Neuve Audio 

B Neville Funeral Service 

C Pam Rogers Music Lessons 

B Paul Goodchild Electrician 

E Pet Home Comforts 

D Peter H Wright Plumbing & Heating 

F R & J Building Services 

H RDG Plumbing & Heating 

B Shefford Dental Surgery 

I Slimming World 

C Stefan Baltruschat Plasterer 

H Stephen Hing Opticians 

G Stephen J Nott Electrician 

E The Carpet Cleaner 

D The Hair Factory 

C The White Rooms 

J Yoga with Rick 


